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Pilot dies in training 
flight accident 

— 0ne of Jordan’s fighter planes 
crashed Wednesday morning during a routine training 
fhghL resulting in the death of a pilot, according to a 
military spokesman. He said the two pilots on board 
thetwo-seater jet managed to bail out One survived 
while the other, Maj. Naji Abdul Muhdi Habashneh, 
died upon impacting the ground 
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Israeli embassy 
employee 
accidentally shot 

A AMMAN (J.T.j — An employ- 
ee ai the laaeli embassy was 
injured on Wednesday when he 
was accidentally shot by one of 
his colleagues on the mission's 
premises, informed Jordanian 
sources said. The sources, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity, 
said the employee was seriously 
injured. The source said Sork 
Given was hit in the chest and 
was admitted to the Arab Centre 
for Heart and Special Surgery 
where he underwent an opera- 
don to remove the bulla. The 
sources told (he Jordan Times 
that Israeli Ambassador Oded 
Oran went to the hospital to 
supervise the treatment of Given. 
The Jordanian sources said the 
person who fired the weapon 
was not immediately available 
0 and a statement from tie Israeli 
embassy' was expected to be 
released later Wednesday. 

Assad’s son to visit 
Jordan 

AMMAN (AFP) — Syrian 
President Hafez .Assad’s son 
Bashar is to visit Amman on 
Thursday for talks with His 
Majesty King Abdullah and to 
present his condolences on the 
death of King Hussein, a Palace 
official said. 

China aircrash 
kills 61 

BEUING(AP) — A Chinese air- 
liner plunged into a farm field 
and exploded Wednesday sever- 
al kilometres short of hs destina- 
tion in southeast China, killing all 
hi people aboard and gouging a 
lame hole in the ground state 
media reported The crash of die 
China Southwest .Airlines jet 
shook homes in nearby Tangtou. 
said villager Zhen Huanlong, 
who praised the pilot for missing 
his town and putting the plane 
down in empty fields, “The 
ground is covered in blood," 
Zhen told The Associated Press 
by telephone. "The house even 
rattled, li really was very fright- 
ening." No foreigners were on 
^ ift ilighr from the southwest city 
™ of Chengdu to Wenzhou, 1300 
kilometres southeast of Beijing 
and 400 kilometres south of 
Shanghai, the Xinhua news 
agency reported. 

Zyuganov says 
Albright shames 
women 

MOSCOW (Ri — The head of 
Russia's Communist Party said 
on V\ednesda> US. Secretary of 
Stale Madeleine .Albright had 
brought shame to all womankind 
through what he called her 
unnatural warmongering. “1 am 
0 alarmed by this Madame, whom 
I call Madame War," Gennady 
Zuiganov told reporters in 
response to a question about 
jxace talks on the Yugoslav 
province of Kckovo. “She is a 
w oman. alter all Rattling rockets 
and bombs — it is simply against 
nature." said Zyuganov, who 
controls the largest bloc of seals 
in Russia's parliament. "1 want to 
say through you [the media] lo 
all" the womens' oraanisations of 
the planei and especially of 
Europe- She is bringing shame 
on the entire female vex and the 
female tribe." he said. 

Man charged over 
*Omagh bombing 

DUBLIN (AP i — Irish authori- 
ties on Wednesday charged thdr 
first suspect in connection with 
the car bombing of Omagh, 
more than six months alter IRA 
dissidents slaughtered 29 people 
in the northern Ireland town. 
Colm Muiphy. 4$. a building 
contractor and pub owner, 
appeared in Dublin s special 
criminal court — where oases 
arc heard before three judges and 
no jur\ — three days after police 
arrested him at his farmhouse 
• near Dundalk. SO kms north of 
Dublin. 


Jordan will not be springboard 
for interference abroad — King 


AMMAN (AFP) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah on 
Wednesday said he would 
never allow Jordan to be a 
springboard for interfer- 
ence in the internal affairs 
of another nation and 
stressed his desire to 
strengthen ties with Iran. 

“We do not allow Jor- 
danian territory to be used 
as a springboard for inter- 
ference in the domestic 
affairs of another coun- 
try.” the Monarch told 
AFP in a reference to the 
situation in neighbouring 
Iraq, in his first interview 
since becoming King on 
Feb. 7. 

The King also moved to 
smooth over a policy con- 
troversy raised when he 
was quoted by several for- 
eign newspapers as saying 
Iran was a "threat” to 
some Gulf states. 

"Iran is a very important 
Islamic country with 
whom we have strong and 
brotherly relations,” King 
Abdullah said. 

Iran officially protested 
over the King’s earlier 
remarks but Jordanian 
authorities have assured 
Tehran that his words had 
been “taken out of con- 
text” 

"We wish for the 
strengthening and devel- 
opment of our relations 
with Iran and with the rest 
of the Arab World,” the 
37-year-old King _ told . 
.AFP at Raghadan Palace. 

“We may differ on cer- 
tain subjects, but through 
a constructive dialogue 


we will find common 
points to develop for the 
good of our Arab and 
Islamic peoples.” he said. 

Relations between the 
two countries have 
improved markedly in the 
past few years, but there 
are differences, such as 
over the Middle East 
peace process. 

King Abdullah also 
moved to dismiss fears for 
the stability of Jordan fol- 
lowing the death of King 
Hussein. 

“The future of Jordan is 
clear, and one should be 
suspicious of what is said - 
in the region with the aim 
of sowing doubt among 
friends,” he said. 

When King Hussein 
died on Feb. 7. Israel 
expressed fears that Iraq 
and Syria might take 
advantage of the situation 
to destabilise Jordan. 

“Jordan is a state based 
on law with stable institu- 
tions which will guarantee 
its future,” he said, paying 
tribute to the ‘Tare cohe- 
sion" which existed 
between the Jordanian 
people and his father. 

The new Monarch spoke 
confidently about Jordan’s 
future relations with the 
whole Arab World. 

"We will work to 
strengthen Jordan’s ties 
with all Arab countries 
without exception," he 
said. 

He said Jordan would 
“never vary from the path 
it has followed" and that 
he would follow the poli- 


cies of King Hussein, who 
ruled Jordan for 46 years. 

"Jordan has always been 
opposed to any interfer- 
ence in the internal affairs 
of others, just as it will 
never allow others to 
interfere in its own inter- 
nal affairs.” the King 
added. 

On the Middle East 
peace process. King 
Abdullah also pledged to 
follow in his father’s foot- 
steps to see the eventual 
establishment of an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state 
and peace between Israel 
and Syria and Lebanon. 

"We will continue to 
offer our Palestinian 
brothers all means of sup- 
port to achieve their legit- 
imate goals on their 
national soil.” he said. 

He went on to add that 
he would "spare no effort 
on all tracks to see peace 
[between Israel,] Syria 
and Lebanon based on law 
and justice.” 

On the subject of Jor- 
dan’s relations with the 
Gulf states which went 
into temporary decline 
following the 1990-91 
Gulf War, the King said 
brotherly ties would out- 
live “occasional differ- 
ences." 

“We will reinforce the 
coordination and consul- 
tation which was never 
interrupted," he said, 
praising the expressions 
of support for Jordan from 
across the Gulf following 
King Hussein’s death. 

“The honourable posi- 


tions of those countries’ 
leaders are very much 
respected and appreciated. 
They constitute a clear 
sign of developing rela- 
tions which makes me 
very optimistic." 

King Abdullah also 
countered chaiges of 
political inexperience, 
pointing out that he had 
not simply been a career 
soldier before he took the 
Throne, but had been 
“very close" to his father 
who entrusted him with 
“several political mis- 
sions.” 

“I always preferred to be 
out of the spotlight but 
I'm proud of the Arab and 
international relations I 
have woven and I’ll work 
to develop them ” be said. 

On the domestic front, 
the King has committed 
himself to “dialogue" as 
his main goal but also 
pledged to “prioritise the 
fight against corruption 
and overhaul economic 
and socio-economic mat- 
ters." 

King Abdullah, who 
became Supreme Com- 
mander of die Jordan 
Armed Forces when he 
took the Throne, also 
explained his recent 
retirement of 10 top army 
officers as a “simple 
reform." 

“I wanted to replace 
them with a younger gen- 
eration. My decision by 
no means suggests that I 
was concerned or that I 
wanted to clean up the 
army,” he said. 



His Majesty King Abdullah receives condolences Wednesday from Saudi Prince Walid 
Ben Thlal Ben Abdul Aziz during a meeting at Raghadan Palace (Petra photo.) 

King holds talks with chief 
Islamic justice, Saudi prince 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah on 
Wednesday received at 
Raghadan Palace Chief Mam- 
ie Justice and the King’s Advi- 
sor on Islamic Affairs Sheikh 
IzzeddmAlKbafibAlTamimi. 
who briefed the Monarch on 
S haria Court procedures and 
the services they provide to cit- 
izens. 

Sheikh . Tamirrri voiced 
appreciation to King Abdullah 
for the attention and concern he 
has given to die Sharia Courts. 

Also Wednesday, King 
Abdullah received Judicial 
Council President Thher Hik- 
mai, who voiced the judiciary 
system's allegiance to die 
King. 

King Abdullah was briefed 
by Hflomat on the rote of the 
judiciary system in observing 


and protecting the sovereignty 
of law and upholding justice. 
The briefing also covered 
means and methods of further 
developing the judiciary sys- 
tem. 

King Abdullah on Wednes- 
day received Saudi Prince 
Walid Ben Talal Ben Abdul 
Aziz, who offered his condo- 
lences to the King over the 
passing of King" Hussein. 
Prince Walid also visited the 
tomb of the late King and recit- 
ed AI Fadha, the first sura of 
the Holy Koran. 

lung Abdullah also received 
several Arab investor and 
members of the Housing- 
Bank's board of directors, who 
offered their condolences over 
die passing of King Hussein. 

King Abdullah stressed the 
importance of economic poli- 


cies in developing the private 
sector and encouraging invest- 
ment The King reiterated Jor- 
dan's full support and encour- 
agement for Arab investors in 
economic and development 
. projects in the Kingdom, say- 
ing that Jordan will provide the 
necessary facilities to encour- 
age Arab investment 
Also Wednesday, King 
Abdullah received cables of 
condolences from the presi- 
dents of Malta, Armenia, and 
Fiji, as well as from the prime 
minis ter of Andorra, the Indian 
parliament speaker, former 
International Francophone 
Organisation Secretary Gener- 
al and former UJN. Secretary 
General Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali, and International Mus- 
lim Women's Association Sec- 
retary General SuadAl Fateh. 


Last Jordanian prisoners in Kuwait pardoned 


AMMAN (J.T.J — The emir of 
Kuwait has derided to pardon 
the last eight Jordanian prisoner 
held in the Gulf emirate, Jordan- 
ian officials said Wednesday. 

They said the seven men and 
one woman are due to be offi- 
cially released later this week to 
coincide with Kuwait’s national 
day. 

A relative of one of the prison- 


ers told AFP that they had 
already been collected from jail 
and taken toadeportation centre. 

The eight prisoners were the 
last Jordanians left in Kuwaiti 
jails after Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah granted 
amnesty to 13 Jordanians in 
April 1998. 

A date for their return to Jor- 
dan was not yet available, and 


the Kuwaiti embassy in Amman 
said it could not confirm the 
report 

Most Jordanians held in 
Kuwait were accused of collabo- 
rating with Iraqi occupation 
forces following Iraq’s invasion 
of the emirate in August 1990. 

Ties between the two countries 
deteriorated sharply following 
the invasion when Jordan was 


accused by some countries of 
supporting Iraq in the conflict 
Jordan’s embassy in Kuwait 
City was dosed after US.-Ied 
forces liberated the emirate in 
February 1991 and hundreds of 
thousands of Jordanian and 
Palestinian workers were 
expelled from Kuwait 
Bur relations began to warm a 
year ago and Kuwait decided to 


reopen the Jordanian embassy 
last month. 

A Jordanian official said that 
the government had not been 
officially notified of Kuwait’s 
decision but was aware of it 
through the Kuwaiti press. 

Foreign Minister Abdul Bah 
Khatib is expected to travel to 
Kuwait soon to reopen the Jor- 
danian embassy. 


Turkey calls on rebels to surrender; Greek army on alert 


Agencies 

TURKISH PRESIDENT 
Suleyman Demind urged 
national reconciliation Mow- 
ing the capture of Kurdish guer- 
rilla chief Abdullah Ocaian, but 
tensions grew with neighbour 
Greece on Wednesday as 
Athens put border forces on 
higher alert 

r Tuikey has reached a turning 
point” Demire] said. 

“We must bring our children 
down from the mountains, for 
they are our children, misled 
into terrorism, into committing 
murders.” 

"We must do this in away that 
does not cause more hurt” he 
said, referring to the govern- 
ment's call on Kurdish rebels to 
surrender on promises of a par- 
tial amnesty. 

Demtrel talking to journalists 
aboard an aircraft on his way 
home from a state visit criti- 
cised Greece for secretly har- 
bouring Ocaian on embassy 
premises in Nairobi for two 
weeks before his capture by 
Turkish special forces. 

"Whoever supports the killers 
of innocent people has blood on 
his hands,” he said. 

“I say they are not behaving 
like a civilised country I say this 
is hostility." 

Newspaper* with good con- 
tacts to the security organs have 
carried extracts from what they 
describe as Ocaian 's confession. 

They cite him as saying 
Greece sheltered his Kurdish 
Labour Party (PJKK) and sup- 
plied arms, including rockets, 
for its 14-year fight for Kurdish 



Kurdish demonstrators in Berlin Wednesday stand by coffins with the remains of 
Ahmet Acar, Serna Alp and Mustafa Kurt, who were shot dead while trying to storm 
the Israeli consulate in Berlin on Feb. 17, during a mourning march of several thou- 
sand Kurds living in Germany to commemorate the three victims (AP photo) 


self-rule in which 29,000 have 
died 

A Turkish business group said 
on Wednesday it would cut trade 
ties with counterparts in Greece. 

Greek government 

spokesman Dimitris Reppas 
said Cheek forces on the Turidsb 
frontier and islands close to 
Tukey had been put on higher 
alert because of declarations 

from Ankara. But he said he did 
not expect any incidents. 

“We have taken measures of 
heightened alert in view of any 
such development — which at 


this time we do not foresee.” 

About 6,000 Kurds marched 
through Berlin to mourn three 
Ocaian supporters shot dead 
while trying to stem the Israeli 
consulate there a week ago. 
They were protesting over 
reports that Israeli intelligence 
had helped seize Ocaian. 

The crowd chanted slogans 
accusing Turkey, the United 
States and Israel of "state terror- 
ism.” 

In Rome; Kurdish leaders 
appealed to Pope John Paul H to 
intervene with Turkey to save 


Ocaian from a possible death 
sentence and to defend the Kur- 
dish cause before foe world 

The idea was made public as 
several thousand Kinds and Ital- 
ian supporters, chanting slogans 
and waving banners, marched 
through Rome to protest against 
Ocalan’s capture. 

Some Z000 of Kurds 
marched through the centre of 
the Armenian capital Yerevan to 
demand that Turkey release 
Ocaian and denounce world 
reaction to the arrest of the Kur- 
dish rebel leaden 


Brandishing banners declar- 
ing “Free Oralan,” and ‘Turkey, 
US. Israel terrorists.” the crowd 
aimed their invective at the U.S. 
embassy and tte United Nations 
buMng in Yerevan. 

‘Turkey is on fire and if the 
mtemational community sits by 
and watches roMrbloodedly as 
Tlirkey deals with Ocaian, then 
this fire will spread and bum in 
every country'” said Safari Tash, 
a Kurdish representative to the 
Caucasus region. 

Armenia is home to around 
60.000 Kurds and people of 
Kurdish origin. 

Elsewhere in the former Sovi- 
et Union, a group of Kurds 
marched through tire Crimean 
capita] Simferopol, chanting 
“Down with Turkish fascism,” 
and ‘Free Ocaian.” 

The widow of French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand has 
asked the leaders of the 15 Euro- 
pean Union countries to check 
urgently cm the prison condi- 
tions in which Ocaian is hang 
held 

Dermrel’s comments were 
accompanied in some Turidsb 
newspapers by pictures of 
leaflets dropped cm mountain 
areas where Ocaian loyalists 
may still be hiding, awaiting the 
spring. 

Radikal daily published one 
showing a photograph of a 
happy wedding scene, the 
groom, an ex-PKK guerrilla, sit- 
ting between bis member and his 
bride. 

“Eahri Ertas joined us,” die 
text said. “He joined the village 
guard, he married his sweetheart 
and now he is happy!” 


Iraq says civilians 
killed in air attacks 
outside Baghdad 


BAGHDAD ( AP) — US. and 
British warplanes attacked tar- 
gets on the outskirts of the Iraqi 
capital, lolling or wounding 
several people, the Iraqi armed 
forces said Wednesday night. 

In a separate statement, the 
Iraqi information mutisny 
accused US. warplanes of fly- 
ing some 20 kilometres 
beyond the “no-fly" zone, 
which the Western allies patrol 
over southern Iraq, towards 
Baghdad. 

Iraqi air defence batteries 
shot down a missile fired by 
the US. planes, the ministiy 
added, while other American 
missiles “struck one of our 
civilian sites, killing and 
wounding a number of citi- 
zens.” 

The United States military 
confirmed that its planes bad 
attacked Iraqi air defence sites 
south of Baghdad 

Neither the Iraqi armed 
forces nor the information min- 
istry gave precise numbers of 
casualties and it was not possi- 
ble to confirm the reports inde- 
pendently. 

A military communique said 
23 “enemy formations” of air- 
craft from bases in Saudi Ara- 
bia and Kuwait carried out a 
total of 48 sorties “towards the 
city of Baghdad” 

Referring to the U.S. and 
British “aggressors," the state- 
ment said “Our anti-aircraft 
weapons confronted them, 
forcing them to flee, but these 
black ravens hit some targets 
on the outskirts of the city of 
Baghdad” 

“The planes bombed a civil- 
ian site with sophisticated 
rockets which led to the mar- 
tyrdom and wounding of a 
number of people,” tbs state- 
ment said 

The Iraqi ntilitaiy also said 
that its “brave warplanes con- 
fronted die enemy formations.” 

'The enemy formations left 


our national airspace for their 
bases of evil and aggression in 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia at 
19-20 pm. local lime." 

In the United States, military 
officials said U.S. Air Force 
and Navy aircraft attacked two 
Iraqi surface-to-air missiles 
sites near Al Iskandariyah, a 
small town about 30 miles 
south of Baghdad in response 
to anti-aircraft artillery fire 
directed at allied planes and in 
reaction to an Iraqi aircraft vio- 
lation of the southern “no fly” 
rone. 

In a statement from its bead- 
quarters at Macdifi Air Force 
Base, Florida, the U.S. Central 
Command said an unspecified 
number of F-15e and F/A-18 
aircraft carried out (he attacks. 
It did not say what kind of 
weapons were used 
1 The sites attacked were at the 
extreme edge of the southern 
“no-fly” zone, which extends 
to the outer suburbs of Bagh- 
dad 

U.S. and British planes con- 
duct daily patrols in the zone 
that was established in 1992 to 
protect rebels from air attack 
by government forces. 

'There were no coalition air- 
craft damaged during the inci- 
dent and battle damage assess- 
ment is ongoing." the U.S. 
statement said 

Al Iskandariyah is the home 
of a large military industrial 
factory, which has been 
attacked in previous confronta- 
tions between Iraq and the 
Western allies. 

The first indication of an 
attack near Baghdad came at 
6:45 pan. local time Wednes- 
day evening when an air-raid 
siren wailed across the city. 

Witnesses heard anti-aircraft 
fire near the western suburb of 
Radwaniyeh. 

A second, stand-down siren 
went off at 7:10 pan. local 
time. 
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Iraq’s Aziz asks U.N. to 
ban Turkish incursions 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, February 25-26, 1999 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq 
has urged the U.N. secre- 
tary general to intervene to 
prevent Turkey from invad- 
ing northern Iraq in pursuit 
of guerrillas loyal to jailed 
Kurdish rebel leader 
Abdullah Ocaian. 

“The U.N. should shoul- 
der its responsibility and 
prevent the continuous 
[Turkish] threat and 
aggression against Iraq." 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz said in a letter 
to Kofi Annan carried by 
rhe official Iraqi News 
Agency on Wednesday. 

"We urge you... to call on 
the Turkish government to 
withdraw its armed forces 
immediately from northern 
Iraq/' the letter to Annan 


said. Aziz said the Turkish 
incursions had caused 
“human and material loss- 
es" among Kurdish civil- 
ians in northern Iraq, for 
which his country should 
be compensated. 

“The Iraqi government 
reserves the right of com- 
pensation for the damage 
sustained by such illegal 
practices." he added. 

Thousands of Turkish 
troops, backed by war- 
planes and helicopter gun- 
ships. poured into the Kur- 
dish-heid enclave last week 
after Turkish commandos 
captured Ocaian in Kenya. 
Turkish Prime Minister 
Bulent Ecevit said the 
operation ended on Sun- 
day. 


During the incursion, 
designed to weaken the 
PKK guerrillas, the Turkish 
authorities called on 
Ocaian 's forces to surren- 
der under a partial amnesty 
to be passed by parliament 
after elections in April. 

Ocaian has been charged 
with treason and faces trial 
in connection with his lead- 
ing role in the PKK’s 14- 
year armed struggle for 
Kurkish self-rule in south- 
east Turkey. 

Aziz said Iraq rejected 
Turkey's “pretexts for 
launching such operations 
and deems the claim of 
chasing rebellious ele- 
ments does not give it the 
right to continue such poli- 
cies." 


Iraq’s Saddam ‘teasing’ 
Western warplanes 



ABOARD HMS INVIN- 
CIBLE (R) — Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein con- 
tinues to “tease" Western 
aircraft enforcing no-fly 
zones over his country but 
is no great threat to British 
and U.S. forces, a senior 
British commander said on 
Wednesday. 

Iraqi forces have violated 
the Western-imposed no- 
fly zone over southern Iraq 
more than 100 times since 
Operation Desert Fox. 
when British and U.S. 
forces raided Iraqi targets 
over four nights of air raids 
in December, said Com- 
modore Anthony Dyraock. 

The violations range 
from “just nibbling across 
the zone to coming right 
down close to the Saudi 
border,” said Dymock. 
deputy commander of a 
British aircraft carrier bat- 
tle, group. “It seems as if 
they are designed to avoid 
contact with coalition air- 
craft if at all possible, and 
certainly when chased they 
retreat back over the bor- 
der" Dyraock said on the 
bridge of the carrier Invin- 
cible as a Dubai pilot guid- 
ed the 20,000-tonne war- 


ship into the Gulf Arab 
emirate’s Port Rashid. “It’s 
a sort of teasing operation 
to test whether we still 
have the will to go on 
enforcing the no-fly zone 
and. of course, we do." 
Dymock said. 

He said Saddam was not 
conducting a conventional 
military campaign, but was 
probably aiming to show 
that his will and capability 
had not been completely 
destroyed by Western mili- 
tary action. 

‘"So, although he doesn't 
represent a massive threat 
at any one time, his con- 
stant readiness to probe 
and look for weakness 
means that we can't afford 
to change our stance/’ 

Pentagon spokesman 
Ken Bacon said on Tues- 
day that U.S. and British 
warplanes had destroyed 
about 20 per cent of Iraq's 
anti-aircraft surface-to-air 
missile batteries' since 
December. 

Dymock said there was a 
weekly pattern to Iraqi air- 
craft movements. 

“He doesn't fly much at 
weekends/' he said, adding 
that “he’s tended not to 


bring his aircraft within 
missile firing range and 
has tended to rely on the 
ground-based air defence 
system... We’ve had no 
direct 1 engagements 
between our aircraft and 
Iraqi aircraft,” Dymock 
said. No Iraqi aircraft had 
crossed either the Saudi or 
Kuwaiti borders “since 
we’ve been here” in late 
January, Dymock said, 
adding “they've got close 
but not achieved any- 
thing/’ 

The southern no-fly zone 
was imposed after the 
1991 Gulf War to protect 
Muslim Shiites in southern 
Iraq from attack by Sad- 
dam's forces. A similar 
zone in the north was 
imposed to protect Iraqi 
Kurds. 

Saddam said after Opera- 
tion Desert Fox — retribu- 
tion for Iraq’s refusal to 
cooperate with United 
Nations arms inspectors — 
that Baghdad would no 
longer recognise the zones. 


A young Iranian girl looks Wednesday at campaign posters in Tehran for candidates in Iran's upcoming municipal 
elections, the country's first since the 1979 Islamic revolution. Observers say the elections will be a test of the politi- 
cal openness advocated by President Mohammad Khatami (AFP photo) 


Libya rejects accusations of 
‘manoeuvring’ over suspects 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libya 
rejected accusations Wednes- 
day it was playing games in 
its quest for guarantees over 
the fate of two Libyan intelli- 
gence agents wanted for 
involvement in the 1988 
Lockerbie bombing. 

“How can you accuse those 
who are seeking necessary 
guarantees for their citizens of 
resorting to manoeuvres when 
it is Libya’s natural right to 
ensure a fair and honest trial 
for its sons?’ wrote foe com- 
mentator for the official 
JANA news agency. 

‘The whole world knows 
perfectly well foot Libya first 
proposed several years ago 

that the trial should taka plate 


in a third country” said the 
commentator, whose views 
are close to those of Libyan 
President Muammar Qadhafi. 

“But other parties have 
rejected this proposal and 
continue their own manoeu- 
vring to torpedo or hamper 
foe trial, because they don’t 
have any evidence implicat- 
ing foe two suspects,” he 
added. 

The commentator accused 
foose parties of wanting am- 
ply to further their own “hos- 
tile” political objectives 
against Libya, which “rejects 
the hegemony of Western 
countries particularly Ameri- 
ca, agains t certain countries.’’ 
’•' Libya has been’ Under UN. 


sanctions since 1992 over its 
failure to surrender the two 
suspects wanted in connec- 
tion with the 1988 bombing of 
a US. passenger jet over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, that left 
a total 270 people dead. 

Diplomats in New York 
were pessimistic Monday foot 
the two would be handed over 
before Friday, when the U.N. 
Security Council holds its reg- 
ular four-monthly review of 
foe sanctions. 

“It looks like another ploy 
on their part” said one diplo- 
mat familiar with foe process. 
‘They’re playing a game.” 
said another. 

UN. Secretary General 
Kofi- Annan wrote -to Qadhafi 


last week to ease Libyan con- 
cerns about the incarceration 
of foe suspects if they are 
found guilty, and on the lifting 
of sanctions once foe two are 
handed over. 

But in his response to 
Annan. Libyan Foreign Min- 
ister Omar A1 Muntasser 
requested further clarifica- 
tions. 

Washington and London 
have agreed to Libyan pro- 
posals to hold foe trial in the 
Netherlands, under Scottish 
law and with Scottish judges, 
and are threatening to seek 
tougher sanctions unless foe 
pair are handed over by foe 
Friday deadline. 
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CIA report a pretext for new attack 


Israeli Arab legislators plan visit to Iraq 


TEL AVIV i AP) — An 
Israeli Arab legislator and 
an adviser to Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
plan to meet with Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, 
foe lawmaker said Wednes- 
day. 

The meeting is being 
organised by foe Palestin- 
ian National Authority’s 
(PNA) envoy to Iraq and is 
intended to show support 


for Iraq which has been the 
target of British and U.S. 
air strikes. 

“We see the American 
attacks as a war aimed at 
eradicating foe Iraqi peo- 
ple.” said legislator Taleb 
Al Sana. 

AI Sana said he will be 
accompanied on foe trip by 
Ahmad Tibi, an Israeli Arab 
physician who also serves 
as an adviser to Arafat. The 


meeting with Saddam is to 
be held within the next few 
weeks, but no date has been 
set yet, Al Sana said, 
adding that he hopes other 
Arab lawmakers will join 
him. 

Earlier this month, Israeli 
Arab lawmakers met with 
Iraqi Vice President Taha 
Muheidn Marouf during the 
funeral of King Hussein. 


KHARTOUM (AP) — A 
CIA report claiming Sudan is 
acquiring mass destruction 
weapons is a pretext for foe 
United States to bomb Sudan 
again, the army's spokesman 
said in remark published 
Wednesday. 

The spokesman, Ll Gen. 
Mohammad Osman Yassin, 
said foe U.S. missile attack in 
August on Al Shift pharma- 
ceutical plant in foe capital 
Khartoum was one in a series 
of American aggressions 
against Sudan for not “revolv- 
ing in foe orbit of foe U.S and 
Israel” 

The CIA report, issued Feb. 
9, said Sudan and other coun- 
tries such as Egypt, Libya, 


Iraq, Iran, Pakistan, Syria and 
India were key consumers of 
missile-related equipment 
and components supplied by 
Russia, China and North 
Korea. 

“These allegations can be a 
new pretext to harass Sudan 
and aim another attack,” 
Yassin was quoted as saying 
by foe daily Al Rai Al Am 
newspaper. He did not elabo- 
rate The U.S. administration 
had attacked foe pharmaceuti- 
cal plant, saying it was used to 
produce biological weapons. 

The Islamist government of 
President Omar Al Bashir, 
who took power in a 1989 
bloodless coup, is on a U.S. 
list of terror-exporting admin- 


istrations. Also Thursday, the 
daily Akhbar Al Youm report- 
ed that Sudan complained to 
foe UN. Security Council 
about Uganda hosting a meet- 
ing for scores of Sudanese 
opposition leaders who 
renewed their vow to topple 
Al Bashir’s government. 

In his letter to the council. 
Foreign Minister Mustafa 
Osman Tsmail said Uganda 
was interfering in Sudan's 
domestic affaire, “a very seri- 
ous phenomenon to which foe 
Security Council must put an 
end.” The paper did not say 
when Ismail sent the letter. 

Uganda broke off diplomat- 
ic relations with Sudan in 
1994, charging that Khar- 


toum backs Ugandan rebels. 
Sudan retorted that Uganda 
harboured Sudanese opposi- 
tion. 

The three-day opposition 
conference which ended Feb. 
12 also recommended draw- 
ing a new constitution for 
Sudan which would guaran- 
tee tribal racial and religious 
tolerance and self-determina- 
tion for all Sudanese. 

The recommendations were 
aimed at providing a solution 
to the 16-year-old war 
between the predominantly 
animist and Christian south- 
erners who seek autonomy 
from the Muslim and Ara- 
bised north. 
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Tel. 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

19:10 News headlines 

19:35 Doc. — Perspective 

20:00 News in Arabic (Channel 
2 links up with channel 1 ) 

20:30 Programme on the laie 
His Majesty King Hussein 
21:00 Islamic History in Jordan 
21:30 ...On the Banks of Jordan 

22:00 News, in English 

22:10 Doc. — National Geo- 
graphic 

23:00 ..News in .Arabic (Chan- 
nel 2 links up with channel I > 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:47 _..Fajr 

06:05 . — (Sunrise) Duha 

11:49. Dhuhr 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


15:02 

17 ‘S3 

18:50 


Maghreb 

‘feha 


CHURCHES 

St Mar)’ of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tei. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St. Joseph Church Tel. .4624590 

Terra Sancta Church TeL 4622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624$ 1 1. 

St, Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 


The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 58 1 J 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John foe Baptist at De la 
SaBe College TeL 5661757 
Church of foe Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church Tei. 
4892679 

Hie Baptist Church Tel. 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied ire rhe Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 

Skies will be partly cloudy 
with a chance of scattered 
showers in foe northern parts 
of the Kingdom, and winds 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moder- 
ate. and seas calm. 

Amman 05/15 

Aqaba 10/20 


Deserts .02/16 

Jordan Valley 09/21 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 17. Aqaba 22 
Humidity readings: Amman 
28 per cent. Aqaba 35 per 
cent 

Following are the tempera- 
tures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 

Ajloon 02/10 

Jerasb .05/16 

UmQays 04/15 

Madaba 03/14 

Petra 01/15 

Dead Sea .09/22 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

.AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Rashid _4S75792 

Dn Jisu’a Abu Dhiafa 475SS4S 

Dc KhaBJbafi 4784450 

Dr. WaBdAlMasri 5675485 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

A I Salam Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ..,5537004 
RuknAIDava Pharmacy 5536169 


1RBID: 

Dr. Isam SaJBi 


.4(024038 


Fou'ad Pharmacy (02)275360 
ZARQA: 

Dr. WaUd Halaseh 405)982799 
Palestine Pharmacy. .( 05)983562 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 4637 1 1 1 

Cfvfl Defence Department .5661 111 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 

Civil Defence fineigency..... 199 
Rescue PoS» 192.4621 111, 4637777 

Fire Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank....- 4775121 

Highway Police. J 343402 

Traffic olice. ..4896390 

Public Security Itept 4630321 

Hotel Complaints ..5605800 

Price Complaints.., .5661176 

Wte&Sevwa^eConpta« 4897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 47871 1 1 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) . 121 

Overseas Calls ...0132 

Centra] Amman Telephone Repairs 

...4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 5661101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 4774111 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority 58 J 56 15 

Electric Power Co .463638 1 

RJ Flight Information 44-53200 
Queen Alia IntL Airport ..44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 


cial Surgery 5921(99 

The Islamic. Abdti — 5666131/7 
Hussein Medical Centre. ..5S56856 

Luzmila .4630195 

Khalidi Maternity 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maemity„. 46423 62 

Malhas, J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani — .5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital — .5607431 

Jordan Hospital —5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

AFMuasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali .5664161/6 

ItaliaaAl-Mubajreen 4777101/3 

AJ-Bashk 4775111/26 

Army, Marta 4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 

Al Amal Cancer Centre .5353000 


ZARQA: 

Zanp Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .(09)900560 
Ibn Sira Hospital — .(09)986731 
Al Hikraa Modem Hospital 

— (091990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Bason Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital (021272275 
Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

— (02)7101372. (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(0217102831. (02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital (02)7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)2014111 


FOR THE 
TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44153200-5. h -here it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Information on 
Royal Wings flights can be sup- 
plied on phone 4875201-5 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian fRJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:25 Bombay (RJ) 

(&50 .—Dhahran, Riyadh CRD 

(Hh30. New Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 — JBdrut fRJ) 

10:05 .Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

10:15 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

10:45 ‘ Colombo (RJ) 

16:25 — ..London (Rjt 

18:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

18:15 Athens (RJ) 

18:25 Kuwait (RJ) 

19^5 .-Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 
20:00 Abu Dhabi, Al 'Ain (RJ) 
23:40 LamacaiRJ) 

Other Flights 

13:15 .Riyadh (SV; 


14:10 - -...Shariqah(AH) 

14:45 JDoha(QR) 

15:55 — ...Dubai (EK) 

17:25 Muscat, Dubai (GF) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

1*05 Paris (AF> 

20:25 Tel Aviv (LYj 

20:40 Cairo (MS) 

21:30 ..London. Beirut (BA) 

23:2® Istanbul CTK) 

00:25 Moscow i SU) 

02:15 AmsterdamiKL) 

Royal Wings (KW) Flights 
For Thursday 

0850 Aqaba (arrivinc ai QAJA) 
(RW) 

13:45 Tel Aviv (arriving al Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

18riW.Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW» 

23:15 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QA1A) (RW) 

For Friday 

08:50 Aqaba (arriving at QAlAl 
(RW) 

17:30 Gaza (arriving at QAIA\ 
(RW) 

18:00 .Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

18:40 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIAmRWj 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

JS? I/ Beirut (Rjj 

-Shannon. Chicago (Rj, 

U: ** 5 Tunis. Casablanca (Rj) 


return to 
Afghan 
stronghold 
— paper 


DUBAI (AFP) — The 
Taleban militia has asked 
alleged terrorist master- 
mind Osama Ben Laden to 
return to its Kandahar 
stronghold in southwest 
Afghanistan, foe Arabic 
newspaper Al Hayat 
reported Wednesday. 

The London-based daily 
said a Taleban delegation 
travelled to Jalalabad in 
eastern Afghanistan to 
meet the Saudi dissident, 
who left Kandahar around 
two weeks ago. 

The Taleban believes that 
“Ben Laden will not leave 
Afghanistan and have 
come to foe conclusion his 
presence in Kandahar 
would allow them to limit 
his movements,” it said. 

But the multi-millionaire 
Islamist militant “feels 
freer in Jalalabad.” where 
he fought alongside foe 
Mujahedeen during the 
Soviet occupation of the 
1 980s. it said. 

On Feb. 17, a Taleban 
official said in Washington 
after meeting a senior U.S. 
diplomat that Ben Laden 
was no longer in territory 
controlled by the Islamist 
militia. 

“He is not in the area in 
control of foe Taleban,” 
Abdul Hakkim Mujahid, 
the Ihleban's New York- 
based representative said. 
“He decided himself to 
leave, we do not know 
■where he is. r 

Al Hayat said the same 
day that Ben Laden had 
moved to a military base 
near Jalalabad that served 
the Hezb-e-Islami faction 
of Yunes Khales during the 
Soviet occupation. It is 
now also under Taleban 
control. 

Ben Laden is wanted in 
foe United States for 
alleged involvement in the 
Aug. 7, 1998 bombings of 
U.S. embassies in Kenya 
and Tanzania in which 
some 250 people were 
killed, including 12 Ameri- 
cans. 

Washington has offered a 
$5 million reward for his 
capture. Thirteen days 
after the bombings, sus- 
pected Ben Laden bases in 
Afghanistan were targeted 
by U.S. cruise missiles. 


11:35 Abu Dhabi. Al *Ain (RJ) 

12:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

12:10 Amsterdam, Paris (RJ) 

22:15 —.London (RJ) 

12:15 Athens (RJ) 

2<h00 _„.._Lamaca (RJ) 

20*30 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:30 — Cairo (RJ) 

00:10 ..Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta (RJ) 

Other Flights 

05:50 ...Damascus, Frankfort (LH) 

14:45 Riyadh (SV) 

15:00 ..Annabah. Algiers (AH) 

15-35 -Doha(QR) 

17:00 .JDamascus. Dubai (EK) 
18:15 Abu Dhabi, Muscat (GFj 

20:00 ..-Beirut (ME) 

2k50 — Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:40 Cairo (MS) 

01-^5 Mioscow (SU) 

02=15 -..AmstedamflKL) 

0&00 — Istanbul (TK) 

0^:15 -Beirut, London (BA) 

07:25 - — Paris (AF) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
For Thursday 

08:30 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

11:30 Tel Aviv (from Marka Air- 

pon) (RW) 

Mh45._Aqaba (from Marita Air- 
port) (RW) 

20:15 Tel Aviv (from Marita Air- 
port) (RW) 

For Friday 

08:30 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

Gaza (from Marica Airport) 

IfclS Tel Aviv (from QAIA) (RW) 
20:30 -Aqaba (from QAIA) (RW) 
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Home News 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, February 25-26, 1999 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Wednesday meets with Prince Walid Ben Talal at Bab Al 
Salam Palace 

Queen meets with Prince Walid Ben Talal, 
receives Sultan Qaboos’ Advisor Omar Zawawi 


Insurance and Auditors Union presses government 
for amendments to new banking hour regulations 


By Siiha Ma’ayeh 


.AMMAN — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor 
Wednesday met with 
Prince Walid Ben Talal 
at Bab A1 Salam. Queen 
Noor thanked Prince 
Walid for his numerous 
calls to His Majesty the 
late King Hussein, while 
he was undergoing treat- 
ment at the Mayo Clinic. 
“It meant so much to us 
you were thinking of us 
during that time,” the 
Queen told Prince 
Walid. 

Queen Noor expressed 
her gratitude for Prince 
Walid’s visit and for his 
“interest in this oasis, 
our country Jordan, to 


AMMAN (R) — Trade Min- 
ister Mohammad Hourani 
left for Baghdad on Wednes- 
day to discuss renewal of an 
annual “oil for goods” barter 
deal which supplies 
Amman's energy needs, 
officials said. 

During the talks, which 
will start on Thursday, 
Hourani and his Iraqi coun- 
terpart were expected to 
decide what goods Jordan 
would supply to Iraq in 
return ..foe the. .4.8 million 
tonnes of crude and refined 
oil it will receive from Bagh- 
dad. 

The officials said Iraq was 
expected to give a break- 
down of the goods it seeks 
under the barter protocol. 
The two sides would also 
discuss separate Jordanian 
bids for food and medical 
export contracts under the 
U.N.-approved “oil-for- 
food" accord. 

Officials say this year the 
value of Jordanian goods 
sent to Iraq under the bdater- 


AMMAN (Petra) — Under 
the framework of the Social 
Productivity Programme, the 
General Corporation for 
Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment^ currently working 
on improving the infrastruc- 
ture of three areas in Amman 
and Zarqa in order to boost 
living and environmental 
standards there. 

Director General Yousef 
Hiyasat said that in July the 
corporation will start build- 
ing 100 housing units worth 
JD400.00 in Zarqa’s A1 


which King Hussein 
gave all his thoughts, 
energy and commit- 
ment.” 

Prince Walid affirmed 
his support for Jordan 
saying “I am the one of 
King Hussein and the 
son of Jordan.” 

Earlier Queen Noor 
received Sultan Qaboos' 
Advisor for Foreign 
Relations Omar Zawawi 
at Bab AJ Salam. 

Zawawi was accompa- 
nied by his wife, his 
daughter and his niece 
Princess Areej Ghazi. 


al protocol is likely to be at 
most $200 million, com- 
pared to S225 million last 
year, reflecting weak 
international oil prices. 

“The drop in the value of 
the protocol this year is due 
to the fell in world oil 
prices," said a trade ministiy 
official. 

The value of Jordanian 
goods which Iraq is owed 
under the protocol has in the 
past been calculated at a half 
of the total value of the oil, 
minus a small discount, 
industry experts say. 

The Central Bank handles 
accounts and pays Jordanian 
exporters out of a fund 
financed by oil imports from 
Iraq. 

Three years ago, when 
political ties between the 
two countries cooled, Jordan 
halved the value of goods it 
sent to Baghdad, which had 
stood at over $400 million, 
saying Iraq was running up 
debts according to the 
agreed pricing. 


Zawahreh area that will 
accomodate 675 people. 

The project, expected to be 
completed by October 2000, 
will include renewing water, 
wastewater and electricity 
networks as well as con- 
structing new roads and 
parte. 

Hiyasat added that another 
similar project will begin in 
Marka area, where Wadi 
Qattar residents will benefit 
from the construction of 174 
housing units worth 
JD63CC000 and will be built 


Prince Zeid 
visits grave 

AMMAN (Para) — HRH 
Prince Zeid Ben Shaker 
Wednesday ■ visited His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
grave, where be recited 
verses from the Holy Koran 
on the late King’s soul. 

Also yesterday, a numb er 
of general directors of pub- 
lic and private companies, 
students and other citizens 
from around the country 
visited the grave. 

The Royal Court is still 
receiving citizens, who are 
flocking to register their 
condolences. 


The United Nations, which 
imposed strict economic 
sanctions on Iraq for its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, has 
turned a blind eye to tire 
trade protocol which lets 
resource-poor Jordan 
imports all its oil require- 
ments without paying out 
hard currency. 

Jordan has been totally 
dependent on Iraq for its oU 
supplies Since Saudi 1 Arabia 
stopped the flow of an-esri- • 
mated 40,000 barrels per day 
(bpd) of crude to punish 
Amman for its pro-Iraqi 
sympathies during the 1990- 
91 Gulf war. 

Jordan and Saudi Arabia 
have since witnessed a grad- 
ual warming of ties and 
Amman has come under 
pressure from Western and 
some Arab supporters to 
reduce trade with Baghdad. 

But Gulf oil-producing 
countries have yet to offer 
Jordan comparable terms for 
alternative supplies of oil- 


on 175 dunums. The units 
will house 1,300 people. 

The project's implementa- 
tion is expected to start in 
August and it will include 
similar water network facili- 
ties. 

The third project, slated to 
begin in October, will be the 
development of Marka’s 
Abu Sayyah village, where 
100 housing units worth 
JD900.00 will be construct- 
ed on 241 dunums for 600 
people, according to the 
director general. 


AMMAN — The Jordan 
Trade Union of Insurance 
and Auditors Employees 
fJTUlAEj is pressing the 
government to introduce 
changes to the Central 
Bank of Jordan’s recent 
decision to implement a 
two-day weekend and 
extend daily b ankin g hours. 

The union sent a memo- 
randum to Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh on Mon- 
day urging him to alter 
working hours so that bank 
employees start work at 
8:00 a.m. and finish at 3:30 
p.m. 

Fakhri Zayadin, JTUIAE 
deputy blasted the CBJ 
decision on grounds that 
the CBJ is not entitled to 
specify working hours. 

“The bank is entitled to 
regulate the working hours 
only, specifying them 
resulted in having long 
working days,” Zayadin 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
categorically denied 
rumours alleging it has 
allowed Israeli intelligence 
services to open an office 
in Amman and senior offi- 
cials have described the 
allegations as sheer imagi- 
nation. 

Interior Minister Nayef 
Qadi told the Lower House 
of Parliament that there is 
no truth to the rumours. 

“Except for the Israeli 
embassy in Amman there 
are no other Israeli offices 
[operating in the Kingdom] 
whatsoever. This applies to 
[Jordan’s activities in 
Israel] which are limited to 
her embassy in Tel Aviv." 

The minister was 
responding to a query in 
Parliament., by Deputy 


young Jordanian artists 
who participated in an 
international exhibition of 
children’s art in the Czech 
Republic have been 
awarded a medal and two 
honourable diplomas for 
their drawings. 

The jury of the 26th 
Lidice Exhibition has cho- 
sen the works of Tareq 
Bishara Al Najjar (.15), 
Oshtar Salim Sunna (7) 
and Manal Saleem Fasheh 
(14) of the National 
Orthodox School among 
the remarkable entires 
coming from over 60 
countries. 

The exhibition is held 
annually to honour the 
memory of the young vic- 
tims who perished in the 
destruction of the Czech 
town of Lidice during 
World War II. The compe- 
tition is open to artists 
between the ages of five 
and fifteen. 

Jordanian students have 
participated regularly in 


told the Jordan times. 

The CBJ decision, 
announced earlier this 
month by Ziyad Fariz, CBJ 

‘The proposed 

change might 

force a cutback in 

the workforce, 

especially among 

working mothers 1 

— Zayadin 

governor, asked the coun- 
try’s 22 commercial banks 
to close on Friday and Sat- 
urday as of March 1. 
instead of Friday alone, and 
to increase daily working 
hours to make up for the 
lost time. 

Under the new rules, 
banks will have to operate 
from Sunday to Thursday, 
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. with 


Fawaz Zou’bi who 
demanded that the govern- 
ment- clarify the situation 
and refute rumours by 
what he called “certain ele- 
ments who conspire 
against the Kingdom.” 

Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Tawfiq Kreis- 
han responded to a query 
by another deputy concern- 
ing the municipal elec- 
tions. He said mat these 
elections will take place on 
schedule in the first half of 
June 1999. 

He said the ministry has 
introduced an amendment 
to the municipalities law. 
Parliament’s Legal Com- 
mittee will meet today to 
debate it before it is 
referred to the full house 


the last few years of the 
exhibition that brings 
together artwork by Euro- 
pean, African, Arab, Asian 
and American children. 

The awards of Lidice ‘98 
will be handed to the Jor- 
danian students by Czech 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Tomas Smetanka today at 
10:00 a.m. at the embassy 
in Abdoun. 

Lidice *99 exhibition, 
devoted to tbe International 
Year of the Elderly, will 
open in June in the Czech 
Republic. Paintings, graph- 
ics, sculptures and pho- 
tographs related to theme 
of elderly, for examply, 
“my grandparents,” “elder- 
ly people in my town," as 
well as to the permanent 
theme of the exhibition 
(Life of the World’s Chil- 
dren). All works received 
before April 1, 1999, will 
be welcome. 


a 30 minute lunch break 
bringing the total number 
of working hours to a max- 
imum of 42.5 instead of 36 
hours. 

Most of the country’s 
15,000 bank employees 
received the announcement 
with storms of protest. 

“Tbe new measures over- 
step employees’ rights 

acquired over the years" 
Zayadin said. 

“Bank employees are bet- 
ter off [to start work] at 
8:00, there is no justifica- 
tion that employees stay at 
home till 8:30 a.m.,” he 
said, “If we do without the 
45-minute daily break 

banks are considering, then 
bank employees can work 
40 hours instead of 42.5.” 

Bankers who believe the 
new arrangements will 
boost economic and busi- 
ness performance said pro- 
longing working hours at 
financial institutions for 
another three hours will 


for approval. 

Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Hani Mulki 
responded to a query by 
another deputy concerning 
the construction of a diver- 
sion dam on the Yarmouk 
River in northern Jordan. 

He said according to the 
1994 Jordan-Israel peace 
treaty, the dam is needed ro 
secure Jordan’s share of 
the river water. 

He said last year the two 
countries began construct- 
ing the JD1.65 million 
diversion dam to more 
effectively utilise 40 mil- 
lion cubic metres of the 
river water each year and 
regulate year-round inflow 
of water to the 110-kilome- 
tre-long King Abdullah 
Canal in the Jordan Valley. 


Tokyo has extended a 
grant of $80,156 to the 
Jordanian Association 
for Family Planning and 
Protection (JAFPP) to 
finance necessary med- 
ical equipment for a new 
clinic in Amman, 
according to a press 
release issued by the 
Japanese embassy. 

The ®rant agreement 
was signed at the 
embassy Wednesday by 
JAFPP President Anwar 
Al Hadid and Koichi 
Matsumoto, Japan’s 
ambassador to Jordan. 

The JAFPP, set up in 
1964, has been a leading 
organisation in address- 
ing population issues. It 
currently runs 18 clinics 
and two mobile clinics to 
provide medical services 
to expectant mothers and 
newborn babies and to 
raise public awareness of 
reproductive health. 

JAFPP’s new clinic, 
near Al Hussein Sports 
City, falls within the 
association's plan to 


narrow the gap between the 
Jordanian financial sector 
and major financial mar- 
kets. 

Now that banks have lent 
their approval to the CBJ 
decision, Zayadin said they 
must abide by the 1996 
Labour Law. 

“The proposed change 
might force a cutback in the 
workforce, especially 
among working mothers,” 
he said. 

Article 72 says in institu- 
tions where there are more 
than 20 mothers, employers 
should secure nurseries for 
children below the age of 
four. 

“We also believe that 
opening the doors to the 
public at 8:00 and closing 
them at 12:30 is an acquired 
right, therefore we are 
against having to attend to 
the customers’ needs for a 
longer time,” Zayadin said. 

The trade union is asking 
for a raise in bank employ- 


LTnder Annex n of the 
peace treaty. Israel may 
extract 12 million cubic 
metres of water during 
summer months — May 
15-Oct. 15 — and Jordan 
extracts the rest of the 
Yarmouk’s flow. 

In winter — Oct. 16-May 
14 — Israel pumps 13 mil- 
lion cubic metres and Jor- 
dan concedes to Israel 
pumping an additional 20 
million cubic metres from 
the river. 

Minister of State for 
Development Affairs Taber 
Kanaan answered 

deputies’ queries about his 
visit with the ministers of 
planning and finance to 
Saudi Arabia. 

He said the delegation's 
visit was successful by all 


expand medical services 
to the public, said the 
press release. 

The Japanese govern- 
ment's grant will enable 
the association to pur- 
chase obstetric and 
gynaecologic medical 
equipment. 

“It gives me great plea- 
sure to be a signatory on 
behalf of my government 
to an agreement extend- 
ing assistance to a vital 
health sector that focus- 
es on the health of chil- 
dren and women, a right 
that is guaranteed by 
international conven- 
tions” Matsumoto told 
the signing ceremony. 

“Japan will continue to 
support such medical 
schemes that benefit Jor- 
danians, because healthy 
citizens means a healthy 
society and a healthy 
nation, something that 
should be among the pri- 
orities of governments." 

The government of 
Japan is also implement- 
ing a family planning 
project in Ghor Safi, at 


ees’ salaries to compensate 
them for the extra working 
hours. 

“Most bank employees 
have adjusted their day-to- 
day life styles around six- 
hour work day, and the 
change will affect families’ 
affairs, both socially and 
economically” Zayadin 
said. 

“If a working mother who 
has taken a housing loan 
decides to quit her job after 
the decision is approved, 
this will surely hurt the 
family's income,” Zayadin 
said. 

“Our practical sugges- 
tions. which are in line with 
the 1996 Labour Law, were 
not taken into considera- 
tion,” Zayadin stressed. 

"We are asking for a dia- 
logue with the prime minis- 
ter, the CBJ and the Associ- 
ation of Banks to take our 
opinion into consideration,” 
he added. 


standards. 

“We have found great 
appreciation of Jordan's 
economic concerns and 
Saudi leaders said they 
would respond positively 
to our needs in accordance 
with their own financial 
situation and the decline in 
the price of oil,” Kanaan 
pointed out. 

He said, “We came to an 
agreement with the Saudi 
brothers on holding a 
meeting by the joint Jor- 
danian-Saudi Arabian eco- 
nomic committee to dis- 
cuss trade exchanges and 
on opening the door to Jor- 
danian workers and on 
encouraging investment 
and capital flow between 
the two sides.” 


work since 1996. in 
cooperation with the 
Ministry of Health, the 
National Population 
Committee (NPC), 
Queen Alia Fund for 
Social Development 
(QAF) and JAFPP. 

The latest grant is 
extended under the 
framework of Japan’s 
Grant Assistance for 
Grassroots Projects 
(GAGP) Programme, 
which mainly aims at 
supporting Non-Govern- 
mental Organisation 
(NGO's) and local gov- 
ernments. 

The government of 
Japan has so far extend- 
ed $3.1 million to 
NGO’s and local govern- 
ments in Jordan under 
the GAGP programme. 
Japan’s contributions to 
the medical sector in 
Jordan stands at 
$661,023. 


Hourani in Baghdad 
to discuss 1999 trade deal 


SPP building under way in Amman, Zarqa, 
other projects to get started in Marka areas 


Jordan denies establishment of Israeli intelligence office in Amman 

‘No Israeli offices in Amman except for the Israeli embassy ’ — Tarawneh 


Young artists win accolades ■ 
at international children’s 
art exhibition in Czech Republic 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Three 


Japan donates medical equipment 
to family planning association 


AMMAN (J.T.) — 
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Tawjihi stressing you out? 

You may suffer from testaphobia — a certified anxiety disorder 


By Rana Awwad 

AMMAN — Students suffering 
from pre-exam tension will gen- 
erally experience feelings of jit- 
ters, butterflies in the stomach, 

shaky' and sweaty hands, nau- 
sea. and heart palpitations, as 
well as restlessness, doctors 

say. 

Studies show that almost all 
students at all educational levels 
undergo some degree of anxiety 
or unease before sitting for a 
test. This is reflected in stu- 
dents’ physical and psychologi- 
cal condition as well as their 
performance, they indicate.^ 

Doctors sav “testophobia is a 
widespread form of anxiety dis- 
order that may cause mental 
distraction, physical symptoms 
and mental blocks th3t render 


students unable to think effec- 
tively of the task at hand. 

"Students view tests as a 
threat, a perception which gen- 
erates a sense of fear, relentless- 
ness and sometimes a wide 
range of scepticism about one’s 
abilities to overcome such a 
posing danger, 1 ’ said Iraad 
Khreim, a psychiatrist with a 
subspecialty in mood and anxi- 
ety disorders. 

However, a certain amount of 
tension could sometimes be a 
blessing in disguise as it helps 
students perform better. 

“If the amount of adrenaline 
in the blood increases, it results 
in more alertness and hence 
more focus," said one health 
expert 

But when tension exceeds the 
normal limit, it may negatively 


Doctors say 
‘ testophobia 9 is a 
widespread form of 
anxiety disorder that 
may cause mental 
distraction, physical 
symptoms and men- 
tal blocks that 
render students 
unable to think 
effectively of the 
task at hand. 


disturb other body functions, 
often resulting in less sleep, 
strange dreams and nightmares, 
loss of or excessive appetite, 
lack of concentration and for- 
getfulness, Khreim explained. 

Last year, Jordanians were 
shocked by a “stressed” Tawjihi 
student who murdered 1 1 fami- 
ly members. Tbe student, who 
did not pass the exam the first 
time, was qouted as saying that 
the intolerable pressure he was 
subjected to prior to the exam 
and the threat of being kicked 
out of the house if he failed a 
second time led him to commit 
the crime. Experts said tension 
and a sense of worthlessness 
were cited as critical factors 
behind the crime. 

According to Khreim, treat- 
ment programmes involve psy- 


chotherapy or the so-called 
“talk therapy" where a psychia- 
trist traces the patient’s exag- 
gerated wonying thoughts. 

They are often combined with 
medical treatment to relieve 
symptoms of anxiety disorders! 

The Ministry of Education is 
currently considering the idea 
of cancelling the Tawjihi (high 
school general certificate exam) 
by the year 2003 on grounds it 
does not provide an accurate 
measure of students* academic 
abilities and because of the 
“enormous amount of stress it 
creates for students and their 
families.” 

However, officials remain 
divided on a suitable substitute 
for the exam. 

As for now, ihe one-chance 
Tawjihi remains the sole crite- 


rion for admittance to the 
universities or any post-scholas- 
tic education. 

According to last year’s 
Tawjihi results, only 47.9 per- 
cent of total of 98,394 students 
who sat for the exam passed. 

Many Tawjihi students have 
often described their last year in 
high school as a nightmare, a 
disaster and a feeling of impris- 
onment. 

According to school council- 
lors, exam-related stress forms 
the majority of cases they 
encounter. 

The Department of Coun- 
selling and Special Education at 
the University of Jordan 
believes a large percentage of 
Tawjihi students suffer anxiety, 
usually in the form of nervous 
breakdowns, fainting, and 


headaches. He added that they 
are more prone to diseases such 
as flu and colds due to the low 
immunity level caused by anxi- 
ety. 

Nazih Hamdi, associate pro- 
fessor of counselling psycholo- 
gy at the University’s Faculty of 
Educational Sciences, says 
some students engage in what is 
known as avoidance behaviour 
by stopping studies. 

Experts suggest different tips 
and relaxation activities which 
may help students alleviate their 
anxiety, such as listening to 
music, exercising, or taking 
long baths. Experts also recom- 
mend that students substitute 
negative thoughts with positive 
ones, and urge them to have 
confidence in their abilities. 
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4 World News 


Serbs proclaim victory 
in Kosovo talks; 
Albanians defiant 


BELGRADE, Yugoslavia 
(AP) — With the threat of 
NATO air strikes tem- 
porarily averted. Serbia’s 
negotiators returned home 
in triumph Wednesday 
from Kosovo peace talks, 
declaring they had pre- 
vailed against enormous 
international pressure. 

State-run media joined 
in the exultation, describ- 
ing the outcome in 
Rambouiilet. -France. as a 
victory for the govern- 
ment’s policy of keeping 
foreign troops out of die 
province. 

In another ominous sign 
for prospects for a peace 
settlement, ethnic 

Albanian leaders pressed 
ahead with their goal of 
independence and rook a 
step effectively sidestep- 
ping the negotiations 
process. 

Ethnic Albanian sources 
said the Albanian delega- 
tion in France, which was 
unable to get international 
officials to go along with 
its demand for an inde- 
pendence referendum, 
had decided Tuesday to 
form a new “govern- 
ment" that will function 
until elections can be 
held. 

The government will be 
a coalition of the Kosovo 
Liberation Army (KLA) 
and two major political 
parties — Ibrahim 
Rugova’s Democratic 
League of Kosovo (LDK) 
and Rexhep Cosja's 
Union of Democratic 
Movement — said the 
KLA's news agency 
Kosovo Press and the 
LDK. 

The announcement is 


seen as an attempt to 
bring unity to the often 
disparate Kosovo 

Albanian political parties. 
Rugova. who until the 
talks had ignored the 
rebels, has for seven years 
headed a self-described 
ethnic Albanian govern- 
ment which is not recog- 
nised by Serbian authori- 
ties. 

Peace talks were sus- 
pended Tuesday until 
March 15 after Western 
mediators extracted only 
partial agreement 

between warring Serbs 
and j ethnic Albanians 
from Kosovo on a politi- 
cal I framework for the 


separatist 


Serbian 


province. 

The military part of the 
proposed accord — which 
provides for the station- 
ing | of 28.000 NATO 
peacekeepers to oversee 
implementation — was 
left unresolved because of 
Serbia's steadfast refusal 
to allow foreign troops 
onto its territory. 

Serbian President Milan 
Milutinovic told reporters 
at Belgrade airport that 
the talks had achieved 
“significant initial suc- 
cess” in solving the prob- 
lems in war-tom Kosovo. 

“Our principal efforts to 
preserve the territorial 
integrity and sovereignty 
of our country were 
affirmed.” Milutinovic 
said. 

The note of triumph was 
echoed on Serbia's state- 
run television, a govern- 
ment mouthpiece, which 
reran four times overnight 
and Wednesday morning 
a broadcast of 


behind and strengthen the 
HLA. 

I “I did not sign any 
agreement in 

Rambouiilet,” Albanian- 
rpn media quoted him as 
saying. "I can sign only 
ah agreement authorised 
the people of 
Hosovo.” 

The Kosovo Albanian 
n rgotiators were expected 
b ick from France later 
\ Wednesday. 


British press discouraged over 
‘chaotic’ Kosovo talks! 


LONDON (AFP) — If 
there was a winner from 
the fudged Kosovo peace 
talks. Britain's Daily 
Telegraph commented 

Wednesday, it was surely 
Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic. 

“No one has gained 
from the chaotic peace 
conference," the daily 
wrote in an analysis piece 
after the talks at 
Rambouiilet outside Paris 
broke up with only an 
agreement by the warring 
sides to meet again on 
March 15. 

“No one except 
Slobodan Milosevic,” the 
paper added, “who has 
been given a few more 
weeks to kill Kosovo 
Albanians before there 
will be any more talk of 
unleashing NATO on 
him." 

Ostensibly, the times- 
pan will allow the Serb 
and ethnic Albanian sides 
to consult back home on a 
tentative settlement for 
political autonomy. 


But none of the parties 
signed up to any deal, and 
the thorniest military 
questions, deployment by 
NATO peace troops in the 
province and the disarm- 
ing of the Kosovo rebels, 
remain unresolved. 

The Telegraph said it 
was what happened 
“when short-term fixes 
are sought to ancient 
problems.” and warned 
the international commu- 
nity to “prepare for the 
long haul." 

For the conservative 
daily, the talks were a 
“humiliating climbdown” 
by U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, who 
set an ultimatum for an 
agreement only to see it 
defied. 

The Times agreed, say- 
ing her reputation had 
“taken a beating over the 
past few days." 

It regretted that 
Operation Agricola, the 
British codename for 
deployment of troops to 
Kosovo, had been put on 


>ld by such inconclusive 


: The Guardian said the 
six-nation Contact 
Group, which organised 
the peace conference, was 
now forced to look for 
; ways to “put the best pos- 
sible face on failed talks.’’ 

It highlighted the situa- 
tion among a war-weary 
population on the ground 
in Kosovo, a theme taken 
up by the Express Daily 
which quoted one 
Kosovar saying “If this is 
peace, why are they firing 
at us?" 

The Independent, under 
the headline: ‘Triumph 
off the agenda for 
Kosovo,” noted that 
American frustration was 
evident. 

“Washington forgot that 
Kosovo was a zero sum 
game,” the paper’s analy- 
sis ran. “just as Northern 
Ireland was (and in some 
extent still is l — where a 
gain from one side is 
invariably counted by the 
other as a setback." 


China blasts NATO 
Kosovo threats 


BEIJING (R) — China’s 
Foreign Minister Tang 
Jiaxuan denounced 
Wednesday NATO threats 
of military action in 
Yugoslavia, saying 
strikes would not help 
resolve the Kosovo crisis. 

Tang repeated Beijing’s 
blanket opposition to the 
use of force against sov- 
ereign states in a meeting 
with Yugoslav 

Ambassador to China 
Slobodan Unkovic, and 
added that military action 
in Kosovo would violate 
the U.N. Charter. 

“Military action is 
detrimental to the final 
solution to the problem 
and would also cut the 
peace negotiations which 
have already seen certain 
development.” Tang was 


quoted as saying by the 
official Xinhua news 


agency. 

“We call on the interna- 
tional community and ail 
relevant sides in 
Yugoslavia to continue 
seeking ways for a politi- 
cal solution," he added. 

NATO has geared up to 
carry out air strikes 
against Serb forces in 
Kosovo to end violence 
against ethnic Albanians. 

Tension eased late 
Tuesday after marathon 
talks reached agreement 
to extend substantial 
autonomy to Kosovo. 

The deal struck in 
Rambouiilet. France, saw 
the Serbs accept the prin- 
ciple of autonomy but 
reject independence for 
Kosovo or giving it the 


status of a third republic 
within Yugoslavia. 

The result fell short of 
expectations raised at the 
start of the conference on 
Feb. 6. when leaders of 
the major powers bran- 
dished harsh words at 
Serbian authorities, say- 
ing they would face 
immediate air strikes if 
they wrecked the talks. 

China has blasted the 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) 
several times in recent 
months over its threats to 
intervene in the conflict. 

Beijing has also 
opposed NATO expan- 
sion plans, painting the 
Western military alliance 
as a relic of the cold war 
that is grasping for a new 
role as a “global cop.” 
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Milutinovic’s news con- 
ference after talks had 
been suspended. He 
‘ described attempts to 
pressure the Serbs into 
accepting NATO peace- 
keepers as a “farce and a 
circus.” 

“No agreement on mili- 
tary forces” declared a 
headline in the Politika 
Ekspres daily. “Our peo- 
ple know bow to respond 
to aggression," said a 
headline in Borba. 

(Both newspapers are 
controlled by the ruling 
socialist party and reflect 
the government's view. 

rlf necessary, we will 
gb to war (with NATO) 
bravely and heroically,” 
declared Gen. Nebojsa 

S ivkovic, the Serb com- 
ander in Kosovo, as 
c ted by state television. 

In Kosovo, the mood 
anong prominent ethnic 
Albanians was defiant. 

)a top KLA figure and 
the chief ethnic Albanian 
delegate in France. 
Has him Tbaci, was quot- 
ed as saying Kosovars 
“Should not expect 
much” from the next 
round of negotiations, and 
urged them to unite 



Dozens missing in Austrian 
avalanche; 14 confirmed dead 


LANDECK. Austria (AP) 
— Hundreds of soldiers 
arrived by helicopter to a 
stricken town Wednesday 
to help residents dig for 
victims : of -a - -massive 
avalanche that has killed at 
, least. 14 people^, ' .. i 

The death toll from 
Tuesday’s avalanche at 
Galtuer was expected to 
rise, provincial governor 
Wendelin Weingartner told 
reporters. About two dozen 
people were still missing in 
the village in the Tyrol 
province, near the Swiss 
border. 

. Children, foreign tourists 
and locals were among the 
missing and those killed, 
Weingartner said. Dutch 
television reported that as 
many as 13 Dutch nationals 
were among the missing. 

Rescue workers recov- 
ered at least 20 injured. 


who were flown by heli- 
copter to regional hospitals. 
Six of the wounded 
required intensive care and 
were taken immediately to 
the, hospital near- Landeck, 
(40 kilometres) from 
Galtuer. r 

By midday, at least 350 
people, many of them 
German' tourists, had been 
evacuated to Landeck. 
where rescue operations 
were headquartered. 

“I thought it was just a 
storm,” said Hanno Heinz, 
17. from Radstadt. 
Germany. Heinz, who was 
visiting Galtuer. added that 
the suow came with such 
force that it blew open the 
hinged windows of the 
guesthouse, dumping 10 
centimetres of snow on the 
floor. 

The Galtuer avalanche 
was one of the worst to 


strike Centra] Europe this 
winter as the region contin- 
ues to endure its heaviest 
snowfall in 50 years. 

Tens of thousands of trav- 
ellers have been 'Stranded in 
train stations, traffic jams 
and" isolated 'iesott towns 
across France. Italy, 
Switzerland and Austria as 
avalanches buried homes, 
roads and railways. More 
than 60 people across 
Europe have died in 
avalanches this year. 

Snow was so heavy that it 
forced a rare cancellation of 
Wednesday’s events at the 
Nordic skiing world cham- 
pionships Ramsau in cen- 
tral Austria, where a half- 
metre of snow fell 
overnight. “We haven't had 
so much snow in 25 years.” 
said Wolfgang Mi tier, the 
organising committee chief. 


Two Singapore critics jailed, 
candidacy barred for illegal rally 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — Two 
Singapore opposition politicians 
were jailed for 1 2 days and barred 
from running for parliament in the 
next election after being convicted 
Wednesday of bolding an illegal 
rally. 

Chee Soon Juan, secretary-gen- 
eral of the tiny Singapore 
Democratic Party (SDP). and 
assistant secretary-general Wong 
Hong Toy, refused to pay fines 
and were immediately jailed in 
default, associates said. 

“I aro not on trial for a crime. I 
am in a political struggle. What is 
on trial is the system the PAP has 
created.” Chee had said in court 
during his final submission, refer- 
ring to die People's Action Party 
(PAP) which has ruled Singapore 
for 40 years. 

Owe. a US.-trained neuro-psy- 
cbologist, was fined 1500 
Singapore dollars (51,470) while 
Wong was fined 2,400 Singapore 
dollars — ■ effectively barring 
them from running for parliament. 

“At the moment they have 
already made their stand very 
clear thai they are not going to pay 
the fine and they have already 
been taken to the remand prison.” 
Gandhi Ambalam. vice-chairman 
of the SDP, told reporters. 

Any fine in excess of 1000 
Singapore dollars bars a citizen 
from running for office for the 
next five years. Chee ran unsuc- 
cessfully in die last elections, held 
in January 1997. for a five-year 
parliamentary term. 

In passing sentence. Judge 


Mavis Chionh noted that both the 
accused had acknowledged they 
failed to apply fix the licence to 
make a political speech outdoors 
on Jan. 5 and thus had acted in a 
“deliberate” and “wilful” manner 
against the law. 

The absence of public disorder 
at the rally held in die raffles place 
financial district was a mitigating 
factor, sbe said, but added that the 
sentence “should not be negligible 
or insignificant.” 

Chee. 36. served a week in jail 
earlier this month after refusing to 
pay a fine of 1,400 Singapore dol- 
lars ($830) on a similar charge 
resulting from a December 
speech, also at the raffles place 
banking centre. 

Wong, 61, assisted Chee by 
holding a speaker and giving him 
a microphone, which the court 
also deemed a violation of the 
public entertainment act. He had 
been fined for a similar offence in 
19SS. 

Chee. speaking in his own 
defence earlier, had declared 
readiness to go to jail again as part 
of a campaign to push the govern- 
ment to relax limits on fire 
speech. 

“I don’t want to step into prison 
again. It is demoralising and bru- 
talises one’s spirit But (if) I have 
to spend time in jail to show that 
I'm doing it for my country, then 
consider it done.” he said. 

Cbee’s Taiwanese- bom wife 
Huang CbDi Mel a fellow psy- 
chologist who is expecting their 
first child over the weekend and 


was present at Tuesday’s proceed- 
ings. received the news calmly. 

“It was not unexpected,” she 
said. 

In a statement. Chee s co- 
accused, Wong, reiterated he had 
done nothing wrong. 

“This is the political situation 
today in Singapore. This is how 
the PAP controls society. This is 
how it treats people that speak 
up.” Wong said. 

Chee earlier told the court the 
law on public speeches was being 
applied in favour of the PAP. 

“Government has stipulated 
that talks of a political nature are 
not allowed because they might 
lead to public disorder.” tie said 

“Why then are PAP leaders 
allowed to gjve political speeches 
in public places and criticise the 
opposition?.” he added 

“It is because of what the ruling 
part)’ has been doing to the oppo- 
sition that has led me to this pre- 
sent course of action, or I won’t 
have to resort to public speaking,” 
Chee said 

The PAP has been in power 
since 1959 and won all but two of 
the 83 seats contested in the 
January 1997 parliamentary elec- 
tions. 

The SOP’S Ambalam said his 
patty would pursue its cause for 
democracy in Singapore despite 
the disqualification of their party 
leaders. 

“Democracy does not mean 
only contesting elections or hold- 
ing elections once every five 
years," he said 


news in brief 


No decision to sign CTBT yet, 
says Indian FM 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — India has not yet decidai wbote to 
Z the dotal nuclear test ban way- Foretgn Mrasw 

Jaswant Singh told parliament fc 

lower house there was not an “iota of truth mr^ora&alndia 

had -agreed to sign the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBTi in “its present form," -The governments stand 
what it has been ... what (the pome mtmster) has s«- 
Stathe United Nations General Assembly. Prime Munster 
Alai Behari Vajpayee had told the UK that Into was prepared 
to brine its discussions with “hey interlocutors toa successfu] 
conclusion so that the entry into foroe of ihe CTBT was nor 
delayed beyond September 1999 While that stat ement w as 
widely taken as a pledge to sign the treaty before September, 
Indian officials have insisted it was not a binding ; comnuimenL 
India has made it clear that it will not be guided by anybody ui 
defining its nuclear deterrent,” Singh said, referring to ongoing 
nuclear talks with the United States. “We shall define our own 
nuclear deterrent on the basis of our own assessment We will 
not accept any suggestion from outside as to what the mini- 
mum deterrent should be. Singh said the talks with die Uirned 
StaIes _ after eight rounds — were now focused on four 
issues related to security, disarmament and non-proliferanon. 
“It has been decided that India-U.S. expen-level teams will 
meet in March for follow-up talks on export controls. The lead- 
ers of the delegation will also remain in contact." he said. 
“While these talks would continue, both rides will endeavour 
to create a positive atmosphere for furthering their relations. 


Strike brings Bangladesh's 
main port to a halt 


CHITTAGONG, Bangladesh (AFP) — A protest strike called 
by the opposition — in an attempt to disrupt local elections 
halted operations at Bangladesh’s main port of Chittagong 
Wednesday, officials said. A port official said 30 ships carrying 
food were waiting in the Bay of Bengal for space to berth while 
about a dozen container vessels were either waiting at the outer 
anchorage or the port jetty. The official said 14.000 containers 
were at the port awaiting delivery and 4.000 more were on 
waiting ships. *Tt is real chaos as we have capacity to accom- 
modate 10.000 containers.” he added. The general strike kept 
businesses shut and most vehicles off the streets in this south- 
eastern port city. Bombs went off in the capital Dhaka 
Wednesday on the second of three days of local elections amid 
the opposition stoppage. The strike has triggered violence in 
major cities, leaving three dead. The opposition led by the 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party' has called die general strike, set 
to end Thursday night, to disrupt the polls. It accuses the Chief 
Election Commissioner Mohammad Abu Hena of bias and has 
demanded his resignation. He rejected the charges. The busi- 
ness community has repeatedly voiced concern over recent 
political shutdowns which are estimated to cost the economy 
four billion taka ($83 million) a day. “It hurts all and benefits 
none.” said Abdul Awal Mintoo. president of the Federation of 
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry. 


Malaysian state opposed to foreign 
observers monitoring election 


[ KOTA KINABALU. Malaysia (AFP) — ^^cpiorjofficial in, 
eastern Malaysia's Sabah state Wednesday criticised moves to 
invite foreign observers to monitor an upcoming election. Qsy . 
Sukam. deputy Sabah' chief minister said' it was “an irisiiftTb’ 
the sovereignty of the country to suggest international 
observers to monitor and check the election process in the 
stale. ‘The election commission is well prepared and capable 
of handling the state election in fair and proper manner.” Osu 
said it was the norm for the opposition to paint an ugly picture 
of the government as if it was not capable of conducting a 
proper election. Meanwhile, Harun Din. election commission 
chairman who arrived here to oversee preparations for the two- 
day election from March 12 avoided comment on the demand 
for foreign monitors. “It is up to the government to decide 
whether to allow international observers to monitor the elec- 
tion," Harun said. The opposition Sabah United Party (PBS) 
said Tuesday it wanted international observers. We urge the 
federal government and its agents to refrain from repeating the 
undemocratic actions imposed on PBS and the people of 
Sabah during the 1994 elections,” said PBS President Joseph 
Pairin Kitingan. Its main fear is the presence of so-called 
“phantom voters" on the electoral rolls — allegedly taken from 
the estimated hundreds of thousands of immigrants from 
neighbouring Indonesia and the Philippines. PBS. which says 
the practice was rampant during the 1994 elections, recently 
reported to the election commission that there were still some 
5.000 dubious voters on the rolls. 


Police surround house seized 
by fugitive bank robbers 


NAIROBI Kenya (AP) — A gang robbed a bank in the 
Kenyan capital Wednesday, then hijacked a car and fled to a 
home where they took the family hostage. Police surrounded 
the house and killed one of the robbers. About 50 officers took 
up positions around the house, occupied by an Indian family in 
a west Nairobi neighbourhood, and were preparing to use tear 
gas to flush out the gang after firing numerous rounds at the 
one-storey building. The drama began at around 1 1 a.m. (0800 
GMT), when at least 10 thieves robbed a Nairobi bank of 3 
mfflion Kenyan shillings (550.000) and commandeered a cat 
Police managed to arrest six of the thieves at the scene, but the 
rest escaped and occupied the house. The robbers allowed the 

f l l SSfSS erS Ieave ' 1501 were stili holed up inside at 
- p.m. 1 1 100 GMT), police said. 
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Indonesian students ride atop a bus as they parade through the streets of Jakarta. More than 300 student protes- 
tors paraded in a convoy to call for a transitional government to replace that of President BJ. Habibie (AFP photo) 


Military government decrees 
terms for civilian president 


Missouri 

executes 

first 

inmate 

since 

Pope’s 

plea 

POTOSI, Missouri (AP) 
— A convicted killer 
who sought clemency 
after Gov. Mel 
Carnahan commuted 
the sentence of another 
death row inmate at the 
urging of the Pope was 
executed by injection 
early Wednesday. 

James Rodden, 38, 
was the first prisoner 
executed in Missouri 
since Carnahan com- 
muted the death sen- 
tence of killer Darrell 
Mease last month. The 
governor reduced 

Mease's sentence to life 
in prison after Pope 
John Paul Q made a 
dramatic face-to-face 
appeal during his 
January visit to St. 
Louis. 

Rodden had asked 
Carnahan to extend him 
mercy as well, but said 
he wasn't counting on 
it. Said Carnahan late 
Tuesday: “I find noth- 
ing to justify setting 
aside the results of the 
judicial proceedings.” 
Rodden was sentenced 
to death for the 1983 
murder of Terry 
Trunnel. Rodden met 
Trunnel at a bar, then 
took her back to an 
apartment he shared 
with Joseph Arnold, 
whom he also stabbed to 
death, authorities said. 

Rodden maintained 
that Arnold killed 
Trunnel, and that he 
killed Arnold in self 
defence. Following sep- 
arate trials, Rodden was 
given the death sentence 
for killing Trunnel and 
life in prison for killing 
Arnold. 

Mease bad been sen- 
tenced to die for killing 
a man in southwest 
Missouri in 1988. He 
was also charged with 
killing two of the man’s 
relatives but was never 
tried for those slayings. 

Mease’s original Jan. 
27 execution date was 
set last November by 
the state Supreme 
Court. Four days later, 
the court changed the 
execution date to Feb. 
10. 

The court didn't give a 
reason, but many 
believed it was because 
the Pope's visit to St. 
Louis would coincide 
with the execution. 
Rodden’s execution 
date was scheduled on 
Jan. 29. after the Pope 
had left St. Louis for 
Rome. 


ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) — 
Nigeria's military govern- 
ment Wednesday spelled 
out requirements for the 
winner of Saturday's civil- 
ian presidential elections — 
a limited of two four-year 
terms and disclosure of 
financial assets before 
assuming office. 

The government of Gen. 
Abdul sal ami Abubakar also 
set out other election rules, 
including jail terms and 
fines for- anyone caught 
offering or accepting 
bribes. 

The rules were released as 
part of Nigeria’s draft con- 
stitution, which is still 
being debated and written. 

The elections are being 
contested by retired Gen. 
Olusegun Obasanjo and 
former finance minister Olu 
Falae. The ballot is the cli- 
max of Nigeria's planned 
transition to civilian gov- 
ernment after 15 years of 
military' rule. 

The document, which 


officials said was prepared 
last week, says the winner 
of the elections must have a 
simple majority and at least 
one-quarter of the votes in 
two-thirds of Nigeria's 36 
states and in the federal 
capital territory. 

If neither candidate ful- 
fills those requirements, a 
new election will be called 
with the winner being who- 
ever g ains the most votes. 

Any politician or voter 
caught giving or accepting 
bribes faces a $60 fine and 
up to one year in jail. 

Nigeria's electoral com- 
mission late Tuesday 
expressed serious concerns 
that ballot stuffing and 
other blatant fraud wit- 
nessed by foreign and local 
monitors during last week- 
end's legislative poll could 
resurface in the presidential 
vote. 

“If not successfully 
checked, (voting irregulari- 
ties) will have a negative 
impact on the outcome of 


the forthcoming presiden- 
tial election," said Ephraim 
Akpata. chairman of the 
Independent National 
Electoral Commission. 

Obasanjo's Peoples 
Democratic Party scored 
solid victories in elections 
last Saturday for the 360- 
seat house of representa- 
tives and the 109-seat sen- 
ate. 

With more than 95 per 
cent of constituencies 
reporting, the PDP had 206 
house seats to the alliance 
for democracy's 74 and the 
all peoples party’s 68. The 
PDP won 59 senate seats to 
the AD’s 24 and the APP's 
20 . 

Nigeria has been ruled by 
the military for all but 10 
years since independence in 
I960. 

The latest transition to 
democracy got underway 
after Abubakar came to 
power in June following the 
sudden death of five-year 
dictator Gen. Sani Abacha. 


Hun Sen stresses against 
Khmer Rouge trial 


TOKYO (R» — 

Cambodian Prime 
Minister Hun Sen 
Wednesday kept up his 
opposition to putting 
Khmer Rouge leaders 
on trial for atrocities 
committed during their 
“killing fields" rule of 
Cambodia. 

Hun Sen, who is in 
Tokyo seeking Japanese 
and international aid for 
his impoverished, war- 
ravaged nation, said 
critics who argued that 
aid should be withheld 
until Khmer Rouge 
leaders went on trial 
threatened the peace 
and stability of 
Cambodia. 

“I want to keep peace 
and political stability. 
We can’t take (and pros- 
ecute) the former presi- 
dent of the national 
assembly... and the for- 
mer prime minister who 
surrendered (and put 
them on trial),” Hun 
Sen told Reuters. 

Hun Sen was referring 
to two top Khmer 
Rouge leaders who gave 
themselves up in 
December. 

They were Nuon 
Chea. a top ideologue 
who was Khmer Rouge 
leader Pol Pot’s right- 
hand man and served as 
president of the national 
assembly during Khmer 
Rouge rule, and Former 
Prime Minister Khieu 
Samphan, who was offi- 
cially head of state dur- 
ing Khmer Rouge rule. 

Since the two surren- 
dered, Hun Sen, himself 
a former Khmer Rouge 
official, has argued that 
if the Cambodian gov- 
ernment arrested the 
pair, former comrades 
in previously guerrilla- 


held zones in the west 
and north of the country 
would take up arms. 

“There would be no 
meaning in a trial if 
hundreds of people (of 
the Pol Pot faction) 
stood up as a result of 
putting one or two per- 
sons on trial or execut- 
ing them,” Hun Sen was 
quoted by former 
Defence Minister 
Kazuo Aichi as saying 
in a meeting between 
them. 

U.N. Secretary- 

General Kofi Arman has 
received a report from 
three legal experts 
exploring ways to bring 
to trial Khmer Rouge 
leaders held responsible 
for the deaths of nearly 
two million 

Cambodians during 
their reign of terror in 
the 1970s. 

A U.S. -based human 
rights group said last 
week that the Tokyo 
meeting was a perfect 
opportunity to press the 
government on the 
Khmer Rouge issue and 
on rights in general. 

A Japanese govern- 
ment source said 
Wednesday that Foreign 
Minister Masahiko 
Komura would urge hun 
sen to bring Khmer 
Rouge leaders to justice 
when they meet 
Thursday, Kyodo news 
agency reported. 

But Komura will also 
underscore Japan’s 
stance that Cambodia 
needs to carefully con- 
sider the trial method 
while listening to opin- 
ions of experts and fully 
respecting the wish of 
the Cambodian people, 
the source was quoted 
by Kyodo as saying. 


A foreign ministry 
official declined to 
comment 

“That is merely an 
assumption,’" he said. 

Hun Sen will attend a 
world bank-sponsored 
international meeting 
on aid to Cambodia 
Thursday and Friday 
and meet with Japanese 
Prime Minister Keizo 
Obuchi in hopes of 
securing bilateral 
Japanese assistance, 
including a resumption 
of yen loans that were 
suspended 31 years ago. 

Hun Sen plans to ask 
aid donors to pledge 
$1.3 billion over the 
next three years, author- 
itative sources have 
said. 

Japanese government 
sources said 17 aid 
donors and seven inter- 
national aid agencies 
were expected to agree 
to almost fully meet 
Cambodia’s request at 
the two-day conference. 

Of the $1.3 billion, 
donors were likely to 
pledge more than $450 
million for the next 
year, the sources said. 

Cambodian opposition 
leader Sam Rainsy, in 
Tokyo to observe the 
meeting, said Hun Sen 
was reluctant to stage a 
trial because it would 
put the spotlight on his 
own Khmer Rouge past. 

“These people are pro- 
tecting each other 
because any prosecution 
of any old Khmer 
Rouge member will 
inevitably effect and 
tarnish the reputation of 
(Cambodia's) present 
leaders who were 
Khmer Rouge them- 
selves," Sam Rainsy 
told Reuters. 


Violence again hits Indonesian 
town, death toll up to 18 


JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) 
— Soldiers fired on brawl- 
ing Muslim and Christian 
gangs Wednesday in an 
Indonesian town that has 
been plagued by religious 
violence. At least 1 8 people 
have died in two days of 
fighting, local television 
reported. 

Rioters hurled homemade 
bombs and smoke billowed 
from hundreds of burning 
houses in the town of 
Ambon, the capital of 
Maluku province, which 
was known as the spice 
islands in Dutch colonial 
times. 

In a separate clash in East 
Timor, witnesses said pro- 
Indonesian militiamen 
fired on pro-independence 
supporters, killing two and 
injuring several others. 

Violence between rival 
groups has escalated in the 
former Portuguese colony 
since Jakarta said last 
month that it was willing to 
grant it independence. 
Indonesia invaded East 
Timor in 1975. 


In Ambon, hundreds of 
terrified residents, includ- 
ing children and elderly 
people, fled their homes 
and sought refuge- in hospi- 
tals and army and police 
posts. 

As many as 145 people 
have died in Maluku this 
year in the worst rioting 
since the tumultuous 
downfall in May of then- 
president Suharto. 

Indonesia is overwhelm- 
ingly Muslim, but the 
unrest hit areas with large 
Christian populations. 

Deadly turmoil has per- 
sisted in the world's fourth 
most populous nation since 
riots and protests helped 
oust Suharto after 32 years 
of authoritarian rule. 

The unrest has been 
linked to economic hard- 
ship, gang rivalries, armed 
separatist movements, dis- 
putes over political reforms 
and ethnic and religious 
tensions. 

The 500,000-member 
military has been trying to 
restore order but it has 


often become the focus of 
rioters’ anger. Security 
forces have been tainted by 
human rights abuses and 
links to the old regime. 

Political uncertainty also 
looms ahead of parliamen- 
tary elections June 7, 
which are expected to be 
the fairest vote in more 
than four decades. 

But the military, which 
will retain representation in 
the legislature, fears unrest 
between rival political fac- 
tions. 

Before dawn Wednesday, 
youths brandishing clubs, 
knives and swords attacked 
each other for the second 
consecutive day in Ambon. 
Trucks carrying troops 
rolled up and officers fired 
on the mobs to disperse 
them. 

At least three people 
were fatally shot and 21 
others were being treated 
for bullet wounds at 
Kudamati hospital in 
Ambon, paramedic Engel 
Mainaki said by telephone. 

At least 10 other people 


were taken to the army hos- 
pital in Ambon with 
wounds from bullets, 
arrows or gasoline bombs. 

Fighting Tuesday and 
Wednesday has left 1 8 peo- 
ple dead, said RCTI, a pri- 
vate TV news station. It 
cited reports by police and 
reporters on the scene. 

In some areas, youths 
with knives roamed the 
streets, stopping cars and 
demanding to know the 
religion of the drivers and 
passengers. 

The latest bout of vio- 
lence bad ebbed by late 
Wednesday morning, and 
roads were largely clear in 
Ambon, 2,250 kilometres 
east of Jakarta, the 
Indonesian capital. Many 
parts of the city were 
destroyed in rioting last 
month. 

Police with loudspeakers 
patrolled in cars, urging 
people to stay in their 
homes and lay down their 
weapons. Authorities 
issued similar appeals on 
state-owned television. 


Germany scraps unpopular 
plan for dual citizenship 


BONN, Germany (AP) — 
In its second major policy 
retreat since taking office 
last fall, the German gov- 
ernment has dropped ambi- 
tious plans to offer dual 
nationality to foreign resi- 
dents in a bid to better inte- 
grate them into society. 

Faced with public oppo- 
sition, leaders of the gov- 
erning coalition of Social 
Democrats and Greens 
agreed late Tuesday to 
abandon the month-old 
proposal in order to save a 
wider effort to modernise 
Germany’s 1913 citizen- 
ship law, which is based on 
blood lines rather than 
place of birth. 

Rightist opponents have 
collected some 1 million 
signatures in a petition 
drive against the govern- 
ment plan to make dual 
passports for foreigners the 


rule rather than the excep- 
tion. 

Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder has been forced 
to seek a compromise with 
the opposition after a state 
election defeat this month, 
blamed on the citizenship 
plan, left him without a 
majority in the upper house 
of parliament. 

Coalition leaders said the 
government will negotiate 
with the opposition to 
revise the draft law. 

It was the second time 
Schroder’s 4-month-old 
government has had to 
publicly backtrack on a 
far-reaching policy initia- 
tive. 

Last month, he drastical- 
ly slowed the govern- 
ment's original plans to 
phase out nuclear power. 

Greens leader Kerstin 
Mueller, whose party had 


pressed to make dual 
nationality the rule, now 
suggested' that foreigners 
who also get a German 
passport be forced to 
choose between the two 
after a certain time, for 
example five years. 

But even such a scaled- 
back proposal is unlikely 
to satisfy the rightist oppo- 
sition, which argues tnat 
dual nationality will hinder 
integration, lead to split 
loyalties and trigger an 
immigration wave as new 
citizens invite their rela- 
tives to join them. 

Critics of the plan seized 
on last week’s violent 
protests by Kurds in 
Germany, arguing that 
kicking out such militants 
would be impossible if 
they also had German citi- 
zenship. 

Thousands of extreme 


rightists plan to March in 
the eastern city of 
Magdeburg Saturday to 
protest dual nationality. 

Supporters say dual 
nationality is a solution for 
many of Germany’s 7.3 
million foreigners who still 
have links to their home- 
land — mainly the more 
than 2 million Turks living 
here — and want to keep 
their old passport. 

Even social democratic 
leaders have conceded, 
though, that the plan is too 
radical for many of their 
voters who have less liber- 
al views than the. Greens. 

One element the govern- 
ments wants to preserve is 
that the new law no longer 
ties citizenship to German 
bloodlines, awarding chil- 
dren of foreign parents a 
German passport at birth 
for the first time. 


Interpol bemoans West’s 
boycott of drugs meet 



P&ul Higdon (Reuters photo) 


YANGON (AFP) — 

Interpol Wednesday 

expressed regret at the 
Western boycott of its inter- 
national heroin conference 
as delegates exchanged 
intelligence on drug traf- 
ficking in private meetings. 

Paul Higdon, director of 
Interpol's criminal intelli- 
gence unit, said the confer- 
ence was going well despite 
a boycott by nations includ- 
ing the United States, 
Britain and France. 

Boycotting nations said 
their presence would have 
implied endorsement of the 
anti-drugs policy of the mil- 
itary government in 
Myanmar, one of the 
world’s largest sources of 
opium. 

“You get a look of solidar- 
ity when people are there,” 
said Higdon, who added 
that the fight against drugs 
was best tackled with inter- 
national cooperation. 

But Higdon and diplomats 
expressed some discomfort 
that the meeting's host 
Myanmar is home to some 
of the world’s most notori- 
ous drug lords, who have 
made immunity deals with 
the military government 

Khun Sa, the king of the 
golden triangle drug lords, 
and former ringleader Lo 
Hsing-Han are believed to 
be living under the protec- 
tion of military intelligence 
in Yangon, diplomats said. 

Khun Sa reached a cease- 
fire deal with the junta in 
1996 to end the 20-year 
snuggle for independence 
of his Mong Tai army and is 
now thought to head legiti- 
mate businesses in mining, 
transport and agriculture. 

Lo Hsing-Han is now one 
of Myanmar's most influen- 


tial businessmen after his 
arrest in 1973, and amnesty 
seven years later. 

“You can say we have two 
bad characters who are on 
the loose,” Higdon told 
reporters Wednesday. 

“But before the govern- 
ment could do anything 
with heroin, they had to do 
something with insurgen- 
cies. “Sometimes you have 
to make a pact with the 
devil,” he added. 

Higdon cautioned against 
expecting immediate results 
from a very “technical" 
conference of law enforce- 
ment officers. “It is a con- 
tinual process rather than an 
event which happens." he 
said. 

The three-day conference, 
which opened Tuesday, has 
drawn around 70 delegates 


from for- 
eign police 
forces and 
non-gov- 
ernmental 
organisa- 
tions. 

Higdon 
said 

Australia, 
which 
refused to 
join the 
Western 
boycott of 
the confer- 
ence, had 
already 
picked up 
useful 
informa- 
tion. “It is 
certainly 
putting 
Australia 
on guard. 
They have 
to know 
who the 
enemy is," he said. 

Australian Ambassador to 
Myanmar Lyndall McLean 
said Tuesday that her coun- 
try had attended as it was 
important to work towards 
united efforts. 

Delegates at the confer- 
ence Wednesday held talks 
on trafficking routes in 
America and Europe, 
Higdon said. 

Discussions Tuesday 
focused on Southeast Asia, 
the source for most of the 
world’s opium, which is 
processed into heroin. 

Myanmar has harshly crit- 
icised the boycott, claiming 
it was making a serious 
effort to crack down on 
opium production and need- 
ed international help. 

“As two of the largest 
markets for heroin in the 


world, the United States and 
Britain bear special respon- 
sibility to work with the rest 
of the international commu- 
nity in every way possible," 
said Myanmar Home 
Affairs Minister Tin Hlaing 
at the opening ceremony. 

Boycotting nations say 
Myanmar is not doing 
enough to stamp out drug 
trafficking and say the gov- 
ernment has allowed the 
profits of illegal narcotics 
trading to filter into the 
economy. 

Myanmar’s economy 
labours under strict Western 
sanctions designed to pun- 
ish what critics describe as 
severe human rights viola- 
tions and the suppression of 
the democracy movement 
of Nobel Peace prize winner 
Aung San Sun Kyi. 

Denmark, Germany, the 
Netherlands and Belgium 
were also among boycotting 
countries. 

Experts say Myanmar is 
currently vying with 
Afghanistan for the dubious 
title of the world’s biggest 
opium supplier. 

The boycott was a disap- 
pointment for the govern- 
ment , keen for vindication 
of its 15-year anti-drugs 
plan. It is trying to shed its 
image of a “narco-dictator- 
ship’" shored up by the 
spoils of drug cultivation. 

Thailand, Myanmar and 
Laos, which all have territo- 
ry in the notorious “golden 
triangle" opium-producing 
region, are represented at 
the meeting. 

So is China, a boost for 
international efforts to 
block trafficking routes out 
of Myanmar and Laos 
through its southern 
province of Yunnan. 
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‘•WHAT DOES CBM stand for?” a 
colleague of mine, known for his 
love of practical jokes, asked me 
the other day. Suspecting that he 
was laying a trap for me some- 
where, 1 started cautiously to 
inquire whether he was referring 
to the IBM we all know. 

• “No,” he promptly and tri- 
umphantly replied, assured that 1 
had no inkling whatsoever as to 
what he was about to reveal. 

“Well, what does it stand for?" I 
asked, knowing that I was giving 
him a great deal of pleasure by 
sounding so ignorant, curious and 
interested. 

“EBM,” he responded eagerly, 
"stands for Inshallah, Bukra, and 
Ma’Iish" — Arabic words mean- 
ing, respectively, “God willing. 
Tomorrow, and Never Mind.” 
Generally, my friend's puzzles 
and jokes are not as interesting as 
this one: this time, however, his 


puzzle was original, and new to 
me. 


And it is very profound and per- 
ceptive. 

We do not want to get into 
stereotyping ourselves, of course. 
There are so many unfair stereo- 
types about people who dwell in 
this part of the globe that one gets 
both vexed and upset at times at 
how easily even intelligent people 
fall into stereotyping. Of all God’s 
creatures, human beings are the 
worst cynics, satirists, offenders 
and abusers of members of their 


own species. 

In today's Arab culture, there 
are many anti-IBM individuals — 
ones who respect time, keep 
promises, and care a great deal 
about the feelings and needs of 
others. There are many PER’s 
among us: Punctual, Efficient, and 
Reliable. This should be made 
clear. 


But there also, unfortunately, 
still many IBM's among us: peo- 
ple who do not respect time, do 
not keep promises, and do not 
show any feeling of guilt vis-a-vis 
the time they waste and the 
promises they break. 

Originally, Inshallah had a noble 
meaning; with some it still does. 

Inshallah meant (and should 
mean): I will come, I will do it 
etc. no matter what. Today, alas, it 
has come to mean: I may come, I 
may do it, etc. (or, worse, I won’t 
come, I won’t do it etc.). 

Bukra and Ma’Iish, similarly, 
had noble meanings. Bukra meant 
you will definitely do something 
tomorrow, or will come tomorrow. 
Today, it is mainly used as either a 
procrastination tactic or a polite 
way of saying no. Ma'lish meant, 
don’t feel too guilty if something 
goes wrong (said, of course, to a 
person who does feel guilty after 
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something goes wrong): today, it 
means, don't you bother. 

IBM, in our society, is a malady: 
it is a virus that gnaws at us from 
within, destroying our psyches, 
polluting our relations, distorting 
our image, and blocking our 
advancement. 


But IBM is a disease spread not 
only at the individual level but 
also at the institutional. Many of 
our public (at times private) insti- 
tutions suffer from the same dis- 
ease. , . 

Like individuals in our society, 
some institutions are fairly easy to 
conducr business with. They are 
efficient, reliable and respectful of 
your time. 

Mary of them, however, are not 
They never give you a straight 
answer, never finish anything on 
time, never keep a promise, never 
do anything efficiently, never 

respect your feelings. 

In other societies, IBM Uhe 
IBM) has. despite its vices, done 
something noble to humanity at 
the technological level; in ours 
EBM is a disaster. 

Will things change? Inshallah. 
When? Bukra. What if they don't? 
Ma'lish. 


Cold feet again The right medicine 


THE FAILURE of the six-nation Contact Group, 
that has been trying desperately to broker a peace 
deal between the Serbs and the ethnic Albanians in 
Kosovo at Rambouillet, is a major disappointment 
for the international community as a whole. The 
credibility and resolve of NATO to “force” a bal- 
anced solution began to erode when the Contact 
Group’s original deadline set for last Saturday came 
and went without NATO forces going into action. 
Whatever credibility was left evaporated wben the 
second deadline ended TUesday, again without 
NATO delivering on its solemn pledge to punish the 
party responsible for the deadlock in the marathon 
peace talks. 

The French and British foreign ministers who 
spoke at the end of the negotiations Tuesday sought 
to put a brave face on the so-called partial deal that 
the Contact Group claims was achieved. As a matter 
of fact, no accord was struck. Neither the Serbs nor 
the Albanians have signed anything or committed 
themselves to anything. The best that the 
Rambouillet talks can show for is an oral agreement 
in principle to extend to Kosovo substantial autono- 
my. 

Belgrade insisted, though, that whatever self-rule 
the ethnic Albanians would attain will exclude the 
possibility of holding a referendum to determine the 
aspirations and political will of the Kosovo people. 
The so-called partial agreement arrived at merely 
mentions that the wishes of the Kosovo people will be 
taken into consideration after the three-year interim 
period. Naturally, both sides interpret this provision 
in their own image. The Albanians would like to con- 
strue the reference to the aspirations of the people of 
Kosovo as a licence to exercise self-determination at 
the end of the tunneL Belgrade would have nothing 
to do with such an interpretation. As for the deploy- 
ment of NATO forces in Kosovo to police any agree- 
ment that could be arrived at, the Serbs would go 
only as far as to express a willingness to “discuss the 
size and make-up” of an intentional presence. For 
the Contact Group, what started out as Insistence on 
a NATO force, eroded into a NATO-led force. Soon 
enough the NATO-led force would erode even fur- 
ther to a multilateral force in which Russia would be 
a major contributor! 

There is no better way to describe the outcome at 
Rambouillet except as a fiasco. A fiasco for NATO 
and for tbe ethnic Albanians. With NATO deploy- 
ment still in doubt and the vetoing of the exercise of 
the right to self-determination for the ethnic 
Albanians still in vogue by not only tbe Serbs but 
also by tbe Contact Group, the stage is not set for an 
agreement by March 15. 

Of all the issues being negotiated, we cannot under- 
stand how tbe exercise of the right to self-determina- 
tion can still be a matter for negotiation. It would 
have been sufficient to stipulate that the future rights 
of the people of Kosovo will be respected, promoted 
and determined in accordance with tbe charter of 
the UN. and other binding conventions to assure 
them their ultimate political national rights to self- 
determination. How can any country or a group of 
countries take away a right which is so well- 
enshrined in the charter of the international organi- 
sation and practically every international treaty or 
convention? The right to self-determination is simply 
non-negotiable. Yet we see NATO yielding to 
Belgrade and accepting that It be negotiable as well. 
That is how bad the implications are of the 
Rambouillet negotiating process. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra'i's Taher Adwan said neither the daily American-British 
attacks on Iraq nor the imposed embargoes on Iraq. Sudan or 
Libya provokes the wide range of reactions they used to in the 
Arab or the international arena. He also said that Arabs seem to 
have become used to the repetitive Israeli aggressions in 
Palestinian territories and South Lebanon, the last of which was 
the occupation of the Lebanese city of Amon. But the other side 
of the story, argued Adwan. is that the Palestinians and 
Lebanese have learnt how to handle and defend their rights rely- 
ing on their own resources and potentials, which proved to be 
more effective than the classical methods of mobilising armies 
or false slogans of liberation. He added that Iraqis, will follow 
in the footsteps of their fellow Palestinians and Lebanese broth- 
ers and will devise their distinctive means in the face of Che new 
stage ro preserve the integrity of their soil. In due course. 
Western powers and Israel should realise that the only to settle 
I disputes in the region is to abandon military solution and to end 
occupation. 

A1 Ra’i's Mahmoud Rimawi quoted Has hem Mahamid. an 
Arab nominee for die Israeli election, as saying that these elec- 
tion will determine the region's fare. Unfortunately, there is 
nothing to prove the opposite as the coming Israeli government 
will control the establishment of peace and settlements, Rimawi 
added. It is notable that the Arabs are monitoring the elections 
without trying to affect them or affect the Israeli public opinion, 
said the writer, adding that the Arabs say they do not want to 
interfere in the elections, which, in fact are influencing the 
Arab interests and rights. Benyarain Netanyahu promises his 
electors that the peace will not be surfaced, die settlements will 
be expanded and tire ‘Israeli peace” will be imposed to prevent 
the Palestinians from determine their face, according to Rimawi 
and added that it is obvious that such issues are Israeli internal 
subjects. Stressing the principles of a ccomprebenave and just 
peace, enabling the Palestinians to determine their fate and 
stopping the settlements are the solutions, said Rimawi 


WITHIN THE general doom and 
gloom afflicting the Jordanian econo- 
my, a few sectors shine out. One of 
these is pharmaceuticals, now regu- 
larly making up around ten per cent 
of the value of Jordan’s merchandise 
exports and keeping their place as the 
country’s largest “non-traditional” 
group of goods sold abroad. (The 
“traditional” exports of Jordan are 
potash, phosphates, and fresh vegeta- 
bles and fruits.) Of course, this is 
good news, both in terms of export 
diversification and the higher value 
added that comes from such manu- 
factured products as pharmaceuticals, 
as opposed to raw phosphates or raw 
tomatoes (though exporting ketchup 
or processed phosphates is a different 
story). 

The bad news is that a lot of these 
medicines are low value items like 
paracetamol or aspirin, and are also 
being manufactured and exported by 
many other developing countries. 
Algerian and Egyptian products 
among others are increasingly com- 
peting with these and other “generic” 
Jordanian pharmaceuticals in region- 
al and international markets alike. 

However, in the cases of the medi- 
cines of Algeria and Egypt in particu- 
lar, transnational giants are taking an 
active interest in local firms and have 
moved technology and capital into 
these countries. By comparison, 
Jordan’s pharmaceutical producers 
have not really attracted the serious 
interest of the world’s big medical 
players. 

Jordan needs to innovate to com- 
pete both with big regional rivals 
(and with the rest of the world). In 
other words, we have to find a 
method to produce aspirin cheaper 
than the Egyptians, or to find a new 
way to cure headaches. To do either, 
the countiy desperately needs to push 
its scientific and technological devel- 
opment. Like most other Arabs, 
■Jordanians are laggards in the inter- 
national race to create and use innov- 
ative technology. Israel on the other 
hand is a leader, spending about three 
per cent of its GNP on research and 
development (R&D). This is a colos- 
sal level, far higher than most other 
countries, even those of the devel- 
oped West. The comparable figures 
for Jordan and the rest of the Arab 
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world are pitiful. On the other hand, 
the need for R&D across the board in 
the economy is decisive, particularly 
in pharmaceuticals. Medicines that 
make fortunes for countries and com- 
panies are usually the product of 
enormous expenditure on R&D. 

Typically, a large multinational in 
the pharmaceutical business might 
have an R&D budget not much differ- 
ent than the size of Jordan's annual 
GNP! So how in the world can 
Jordanian pharmaceutical firms com- 
pete and spend mega-bucks on R&D? 
In the 'short run of course this is 
impossible, and for the time being. 


Jordanian companies will have to join 
hands with the big boys, to produce" 


hands with the big boys, to produce-^ 
under license or in some other form- - 
of association. However^even IbeTaW- 
ter option is going to involve a lot of 
hard work, particularly if Jordanians 
are to avoid the option of pirating the 
intellectual property of multination- 
als and so falling foul of them and 
their equally strong governments. 

Whatever happens between 
Jordanian firms and foreign produc- 
ers, Jordan will still have to spend 
more money on R&D. However, it is 
obviously asking too much of Jordan 
in its present economic plight to shift 
substantial resources to R&D. The 
basic needs of the population must 
come first, but in order for Jordan to 
start being a serious economy, its 
R&D must get a boost. In a country 
with scant natural resources and lim- 
ited financial capital, the human ele- 
ment will have to assume precedence; 
teaching people the right skills and 
then making sure that their talents are 
effectively deployed is an important 
part of this process. One of the more 


woeful pieces of economic news to 
come out of Jordan in recent months 
concerned the underemployment of 
medical doctors, something virtually 
unprecedented in a normal economy. 
Another piece of bad news was the 
recent expulsion of a large number of 
pharmacists from their syndicate for 
continuing non-payment of member- 
ship dues. 

Traditionally, in most places, hav- 
ing a license to practice medicine or 
pharmacy is usually a passport to 
affluence. Not so any more in Jordan 
it seems. How much better if those 
Jordanian pharmacists and MDs with 
time on their hands were retrained 
and put to work developing new med- 
ical products or appropriate technolo- 
gies. Of course this would take plan- 
ning and finance, but with a little help 
from Jordan's many friendls, it could 
be done. (Israel's friends, on the other 
hand, seem to be deserting it: the 
Israelis have just been booted out of 
the lucrative EU R&D program, hav- 
ing previously been the only non- 
European country in it.) 

Obviously re-employing more or 
less idle holders of medical science 
degrees is just one possibility of how 
to marry Jordanian scientific skills to 
the country’s R&D needs. Not that 
this is going to happen easily, partly 
because of a lack of vision and will 


by the state^put restrictions on the 
number of retail pharmacy businesses 


number of retail pharmacy businesses 
and on private medical clinics, and 
also because the continuing rush of 
ambitious young people eager to 
open them. This will have to be 
changed somehow, and this may be a 
long process Meanwhile, my point is 
that moving science and technology 
forward in Jordan — as in the rest of 
the Arab world — is a must, and that 
it cannot be done without taking 
R&D more seriously. Once this starts 
.to happen, the right mix of scientists 
and technologists will start gradua- 
tion from our universities in order to 
feed industrial labs with new ideas 
and new blood. An alternative for 
pharmaceuticals in particular is more 
piracy of foreign intellectual proper- 
ty, and this — even if we were 
allowed to get away with it, which we 
most certainly will not — would not 
be the right medicine for our eco- 
nomic ills. 


Letters to the editor 


Letter of condolence 


I AM one of the million admirers of His Majesty King 
Hussein, who admired him for his courageousness and 
fighting spirit. I am one of the Filipinos working here, 
and I was very sad when I heard the news that His 
Majesty King Hussein had passed away. While I was 
watching the TV during his fimeral. I couldn’t help cry- 
ing because we lost a very happy, helpful and loving 
father and king. 

To Queen Noor, the Royal Family and all Jordanians. I 
express my deepest sorrow and heart-felt condolences. 
My thoughts and prayers are with you. 

I pray to God Almighty to give King Abdullah and 
Prince Hamzah wisdom, courage and sincerity to serve as 
leaders for the success and the future of Jordan. 


I HAVE lived here in Jordan with my family since 1996 and like 
everyone else we were deeply upset by the death of His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

Today my slx year old daughter Polly brought home some 
words she'd written at school: and I think they sum up how 
we've all been feeling. 

“Chi Monday I went to the funeral then we went home and 
watched the rest on TV. I was very sad because he died. I was 
so sad that I couldn't go to sleep. The morning came and I was 
still sad. Then we went for a walk. The whole world was sad.” 

I am sure that none of us will forget the last few weeks and we 
feel privileged to have been able to be at such a rime. Our 
thoughts are with King Abdullah, Queen Noor and all the Royal 
Family. 


Luvy Subala 
Amman 


Tbdor Lomas and fomOy 
Amman 


IT IS with crying eyes and mourning hearts, full of grief 
and sorrow. I and all the world received the yet incon- 
ceivable death of our mighty King. King of hearts. King 
of peace. His Majesty King Hussein. It is hard to imagine 
how we shall not be able to see your beloved face again, 
or listen to your wise voice anymore. Since our Almighty 
God took you to him, we have realised how cruel and 
unbearable is your absence. How can we forget a King 
who dedicated his entire life to serve his people, a King 
who offered endless noble deeds to his home and a gen- 
uine peacemaker who believed in the just cause of peace? 

Your Majesty, all Jordanians along with people all over 
the world have prayed for your soul, you will be remem- 
bered forever because you made of Jordan an oasis of sta- 
bility, dignity and peace. 

May your soul rest in peace. 


WE ARE sony to hear of the death of King Hussein. We would 
like to express our heartfelt sympathy to you and your countiy. 
We wish the best to your new long. King Abdullah. 

We just want you to know that we are thinking of you at this 


Mrs. Cbeyney and Tom, Veronica, Nicty, AKx, John, 
Sam, Sarah, Katie, Jordan, Melody, Cody, Brandon, 
Kristen, Sarah, Anthony, Cindy in her second grade 

Winner 

US. 


Correction 


Mazen Al Tamimi 
Amman 


In the article entitled “Discount toy shops aim to reach 
more children ” it was erroneously reported that average 
per capita income was JDlOO pa- month. The real per 
capita income is JD 1,400 per j&ir. The Jordan Times 
apologises for any inconvenience. ... . 


Choice and Arab 
satellite TV 


CAIRO WAS the scene of 
an interesting conference 
last weekend. The U.K.- 
based Article 1 9 organisa- 
tion sponsored a confer- 
ence on Arab satellite 
broadcasting. Arab and 
Western academics spoke 
for two days about Arab 
satellites and their future in 
an Arab world that is still 
largely run by closed and 
undemocratic regimes. 
With the exception of a 
senior executive from the 
new Egyptian satellite dig- 
ital station Nile Sat, none 
of the Arab television sta- 
tion's executives or pro- 
ducers attended. 

Article 19 is a non-gov- 
ernmental organisation 
dedicated to the advance- 
ment of policies and regu- 
lations that guarantee the 
freedom of speech (which 
is the 19th clause in the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights). Satellite, 
as well as the Internet, pro- 
vide a rare opportunity to 
penetrate Arab peoples 
whose rulers have, kept a 
tight fist on information for 
decades. As one speaker 
put it. unable to ban this 
media platform, Arab 
rulers are now forced to 
deny what is being said on 
them or counter it by going 
on the air with their own 
version. Once that hap- 
pens, these countries' total 
media control is finished. 
What is more interesting is 
that some of the new satel- 
lite stations are challenging 
even the dominant Saudi- 
backed wealthy satellite 
stations and pay-TV chan- 
nels. Commenting on the 
most popular satellite sta- 
tion Al Jazireh, one of the 
researchers declared an end • 
to the media cartel. Once 
one station' breaks rank and 
doesn't toe the line, all the 
other stations will have to 
compete and therefore 
engage with their viewers. 

Al Jazireh. whose popu- 
lar political debate pro- 
gramme Al Itijah Al 
Muaqes (the Opposing 
stream) has been instru- 
mental in rocketing its rat- 
ing to the top. is still the 
exception. In a talk I gave 
on the poor quality of pro- 
gramming on Arab satel- 
lites, I angered some of the 
audience by stating that 
most Arab satellite broad- 
casters are more interested 
in having their tiny logo on 
the bottom of the screen 
than in the programs that 
fill the entire screen. Every 
Arab country, no matter 
how small, feels that being 
on satellite is tantamount 
to international recogni- 
tion. Some countries have 
more . than once station 
with little indigenous pro- 
gramming. 

The amount of money 
spent on television soft- 
ware is insignificant com- 
pared to the amount spent 
on hardware. One station is 

t0 ^ ave ‘ nveste ri 
51 billion in a pay TV 
channel. A Moroccan acad- 
emic said that his country’s 
production budget i s a 
mere $1 million. That is 
why Arab television sta- 
tions are the last place. A rab 

filmmakers go to for fund- 
ing or broadcast their 
films A recent study sub- 
mitted to the Moroccan 
parliament showed that 
more than 60 per cent of 
the Moroccan people don't 
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watch either of the coun- 
try’s two channels. 
Apparently more people in 
Morocco watch French 
satellite stations and the 
Qatar-based Al Jazireh 
than their national chan- 
nels. For the first time 
Arabs are finding out what 
is happening in their own 
country and in the rest of 
the Arab world without the jk 
filters of national broad- 
casters and ministry of 
information controllers. 

Of course the signifi- 
cance of this is not only 
political. Socially the 
opening up of the skies has 
sent many governmental 
and civic leaders searching 
for solutions. They are 
afraid that this uncon- 
trolled openness will cause 
major social upheavals. 
One Egyptian researcher 
said that CNN's success in 
Egypt was due to the fact 
that its cable subscription 
was made along with the 
popular music channel 
MTV. A professor from the 
American University in £ 
Cairo told the conference 
that his students think that 
all Americans talk with the 
same profanities as street 
gangs are heard talking on 
television. But instead of 
accepting these facts and 
trying to encourage the 
production of quality pro- 
grammes some Arab acad- 
emics tried to defend exist- 
ing censorship and regula- 
tions. One. even went as far 
as defending protocol news 
as something that is neces- 
sary in the developing 
world so that the public 
know what their leaders are 
doing! Fortunately thesefl' 
arguments were quickly 
rebuffed, but the existence 
of such mentalities among 
the Arab world’s intellectu- 
al community is very wor- 
risome. Perhaps one of the 
most important trends 
revealed in the conference 
was related to advertising. 
Despite the major drop in 
oil prices, advertising dol- 
lars spent on Arab satellite 
stations has been increas- 
ing significantly. In 1998 
more than $300 million 


was spent just on satellite 
television advertising. 


Naturally advertising dol- 
lars, which knows no poliv 
tics or national pride, wet^‘ 
to the most watched sta- 
tions. 

Certainly jt would be a 
mistake to expect major 
change from government- 

subsidised Arab broadcast - 
ers just because of ratings- 
But the satellite and 
Internet revolutions at® 
giving Arab viewers sonic* 
tiling new. As long as Arab 
governments can’t shoot 
down satellites, or confis* 
cate television remote con* 
trols and computer key 
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By Mary Dejevsky 

JUST WHEN you thought that the epic of 
the president, his girlfriend, his wife and 
their lawyers had finally played itself out. 
White House Pictures has come- out with 
an inspirational cliff-hanger of an epi- 
logue. Will the wronged wife take to the 
campaign trail on her own account? 
Could she take her place in the very body 
mat voted 50-50 to remove her husband 
nom office ? Will Bill chastened puppy- 
dog that he is, redeem himself by cheer- 
ing her on? 

hi short will Hillary Rodham Clinton 
run tor the U.S. Senate? Without a panyf 
to catch their breath, audiences across 
America are responding; “Yes, Yes and 
Yes! Go Girl!” 

And the lady herself, the object of all 
this enthusiasm? When the clamour last 
week became too loud to ignore, she said 
she would dunk about it Or rather, in the 
delicate wording of a statement issued 
late last Tuesday, “I will give careful 
thought to a potential candidacy in order 
to reach a decision later this year." Amer- 
ica. agog for a new thrill after a roller- 
coaster year, must wait and see. 

In this land of great opportunity and 
great projects, which agonises endlessly 
about the role of women in public life, 
there would be something both poetic and 
heroic about Hillary Clinton running for 
the Senate — which is exactly why the 
idea has taken wing. Back in November, 
when Daniel Pat Moymhan. the venerat- 
ed Democratic senator for New York 
State, announced that he would not stand 
at the next election in two years' time, 
Clinton's name was not mentioned To be 
sure, Moynihan's sear was considered a 
plum for any Democrat, but it would also 
be hard fought. The Democrats had just 
wrested the second New York Senate seal 
from the tenacious. Republican senator, 
.Alphonse d’ Amato. The Republicans, 
and perhaps even Mr. d’ Amato himself, 
would be desperate to recoup the loss in 
2000 . 

Clinton's name flashed on to the screens 
initially because she had been largely 
responsible for A1 d'Amalo’s defeat, vis- 
iting New York repeatedly to raise funds 
and campaign for his Democratic rival. 
She had proved herself an accomplished 


Hillary Clinton in the running? 


campaigner; not just in New York but 
elsewhere, throughout last November's 
congressional elections, raising Democ- 
rats' spirits across the country^ at a time 
when the future of her husband’s presi- 
dency — through no one's fault but his 
own — was in serious question. 

What is more. New Yorkers had 
embraced her with huge- enthusiasm at 
every level: From Democratic Party 
donors fa crucial constituency) to immi- 
grant taxi-drivers, to suburban house- 
wives. Clinton was admired for her self- 
starting toughness, her get-up-and-go. her 
resilience and independence. The leading 
lights to the Democratic Party, among 
them the New Jersey senator Robert Tori- 
celii, noted this affinity and sowed the 
seed of the idea. After all. New York 
Democrats needed a celebrity and they 
needed a- winner, and Clinton could be 
both. 

Clinton initially kept a judicious silence 
— her husband was. after all in the mid- 
dle of being impeached for lying about an 
adulterous relationship with a White 
House trainee. Perhaps in frustration, or 
more probably because the idea was jus 
too delicious to pass over, the bandwagon 
rolled of its own accord. One seasoned 
commentator ventured in The New York 
Tunes that a “dream contest" for the Sen- 
ate in 2000 would be Hillary Clinton v 
Rudolph Guiliani: The tigress wife of the 
president of the United States versus the 
bulldog Republican mayor of New York 
City. That was it: So far as the media were 
concerned, the horses were already at the 
starting gate. Small matter that neither 
Clinton nor Mayor Giuliani had 
announced their intentions. 

When Bill Clinton was acquitted last 
week and the Monica Lewinsky affair 
was consigned to the past, the Hillary- 
Rudy battle for New York, with its poten- 
tial for glitz and personality and politics- 
to-tbe-death, filled the gap. What had 
begun as little more than a few quips over 
cocktails had developed a life of its own. 
Last weekend's television talk shows, 
which have thrived for a year on BUI and 
Monica, turned their attention to Hillary. 
With that came endorsements from all 
sides. 

The White House chief of staff, John 
Podesta, surprised his interviewer by tak- 


ing the question seriously and saying be 
thought that if she ran, she would wire So, 
no less suiprisingly, did Pat Moymhan. A 
senator of the old school who was 
rumoured to be not best pleased that 
Hillary Clinton might succeed him 1 and 
then to be miffed that she was taking so 
long to make up her mind, he said he 
thought she would be an excellent candi- 
date and that she would win. The polls 
give her a margin of five points or more 
over Giuliani in a hypothetical contest. 

Through tins crescendo of wishful 
thinking there has been no suggestion at 
all that Clinton pur herself in the frame for 
tile New York Senate seat, still less that 
her husband put her up to it. Her political 
activity in recent years — with the one 
unhappy exception of her failed health 
service reform bill — has been to support 
her husband and Democratic candidates 
for Congress. Although she was known 
among her contemporaries at Yale as a 
formidable political activist on the left, 
she gave up campaigning on her own 
account when her husband first succeed- 
ed in his bid for political office in 
Arkansas, and became the family's main 
breadwinner instead. 

Bill Clinton seems genuinely bemused 
by the prospect of his wife as senator, but 
by no means hostile. Answering questions 
from reporters during his visit to Mexico 
this week, he said be thought she would 
make “a terrific senator” if she chose to 
run, but that the decision had to be hers 
alone. He said that the thought bad “never 
crossed her mind” before others started 
mentioning it, and that she had not had 
time to turn her attention to it — for rea- 
sons which he sensibly did not broach. He 
also said that if she did run, be would sup- 
port her “enthusiastically" — the first tan- 
talising hint that we could see Bill Clinton 
singing his wife's praises on the campaign 
trail next year; paying back some of the 
loyally and conviction she has applied to 
getting him elected over more than two 
decades. 

His rumblings on the subject were 
almost the first spontaneous utterances he 
had made on any subject after a year in 
which his every syllable, dot and comma 
seemed to have been approved by a dozen 
lawyers before he spoke. 

By yesterday, the spinmeisters at the • 


White House — who know a good thing 
when they see one — started to play up 
the prospect There was talk of how Bill 
Clinton saw a reversal of roles as a chance 
for ‘‘redemption," to make it up to his wife 
for all the hurt he had inflicted. More 
sceptical souls theorised that the together- 
ness of the Clintons on the mooted New 
York run provides a welcome carapace 
for them as they await some of the more 
gruesome sequels of the Monica Lewin- 
sky affair Monica's book, Monica's tele- 
vision interviews, Monica’s promotional 
tour. 

It is unprecedented for the First Lady to 
make a bid for public office — a thing 
none of her predecessors would have 
dreamt of — still less, except perhaps in 
the case of Eleanor Roosevelt, be quali- 
fied for. Bur in a revealing contribution to 

the question of bis wife's prospects in 
New York, the president said that she had 
not yet had time to talk to the people who 
thought she should run, and — “perhaps 
more important — to those who think she 
shouldn’t'' 

No one doubts HflJaiy Clinton's stami- 
na or her resilience. She has demonstrated 
both in ample measure over the years she 
has been in the White House, especially in 
the past year. She has proved, too, her 
capacity to fight and she has no weak- 
nesses in the field of policy. Unusually for 
a woman, especially a woman in Ameri- 
can politics, she has surmounted the 
appearance factor. People listen to what 
she has to say now, without first apprais- 
ing her hair, her make-up or ber suit 

And boy, would she need that 
resilience, ff she chose to run, she would 
face unpleasant questions of a personal 
and political kind. There would doubtless 
be men, and women, who would ask 
whether she had “failed” as a wife. Her 
poljp'cal skill would be called into ques- 
tion. especially her plans for health 
reform which foiled, in part because of 
her naivete about the need for political 
consensus. 

All the investigations of the past years 
would be revisited: the Whitewater land 
deal in Arkansas which lost money she 
invested; the spectacular gains she made 
on a cattle futures investment courtesy of 
a family friend: and the “Travelgate" 
affair in which she was blamed for the 



Unusually for U.S. politics, people lis- 
ten to what Hillary Clinton has to say 
now, without first appraising her hair, 
her make-up on her suit (File photo) 


disbanding of the White 
House office travel staff. 

Despite exhaustive investi- 
gations of each of these — 
and the formal questioning of 
Clinton on her role in White- 
water — no charges have 
been brought The indepen- 
dent prosecutor. Kenneth 
Starr, even conceded during 
the Lewinsky investigation 
■that his other Clinton 
inquiries had so for turned up 
nothing incriminaling. Even 
if the First Lady is in the 
clear, however, more of the 
mud may have stuck to her 
name than to that of her hus- 
band so for as money matters 
are concerned — if only 
because she was die lawyer 
and main investor in these 
ventures. 

While tins may presage a 
difficult and contentious cam- 
paign, there is no suggestion 
that Clinton would crumple. 

After all what unknown hor- 
rors can a political campaign hold com- 
pared to those of learning ~of your hus- 
band's infidelity, detail by gruesome 
detail, in the foil glare of the world's 
media? 

The two bigger questions about Clin- 
ton's candidacy are propriety and 
winn ability of a Fust Lady running for 
elected office while her husband is still 
president is obviously untested, but could 
produce tricky conflicts. Who pays for her 
transport and security? Is she travelling as 
First Lady or as candidate? What if her 
policy pitches conflict with those of ber 
husband, who will be out campaigning 
not just for her. but for his current Vice- 
President, A1 Gore? 

The bigger question is whether Hillary 
can win. This winter she is riding as high 
as any First Lady even The voters, with 
the memory of her heroism in the Monica 
Lewinsky scandal fresh in their minds, are 
foiling at her feet Party fund-raisers see 
dollar signs in her eyes. Almost two years, 
though, is a very, very long time in Amer- 
ican politics. The mood of the country 
could change- If it turns agains t her hus- 
band, it could turn against her. New Yotk 


could drop her as capriciously as it 
embraced her. She lacks any local power 
base, and ber stated support for a Pales- 
tinian state last year alienated many Jew- 
ish voters. 

For an "ordinary" candidate to fight and 
lose would be no dishonour But foe loss 
to Hillary Clinton from failure could be 
greater To tun for New York, she would 
be sacrificing the other opportunities — 
to raise money, to earn money, to support 
good causes — that will come her way 
when her term in foe White House ends. 
To lose in New York could reduce her 
“price" and Hmit her opportunities. It 
could also close two other Senate doors 
that might open after ber husband leaves 
office: In her home state of Illinois and her 
adopted state of Arkansas. 

Just this once, though, the canny and 
cautious Clinton might throw caution to 
the wind, seize the moment, and run for 
New York. Hillary for senator agains t the 
backdrop of the Statue of Liberty. Bill 
leads foe cheers. What a poster, what a 
campaign pitch, what a race. Run. Hillary. 
Run! 

— The Independent. 
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Search for alien life 

• • "■■■•• r't* t • .• ■••n.-" . ■ 

starts here on Earth 


By Maggie Fox 

Reuters 



All of the scientists are dear about what they are looking for, and it is not little 
green men (FSe graphics) 


S NASA'S SEARCH for life beyond the planet 
: may stretch to Mars and Jupiter’s moons, but 
it will start in the depths of the Earth, scien- 
tists involved in the project said on Monday, 
i The National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration’s new Astnobiology Institute 

• — a "virtual" institute linking II different 

• labs via the Internet — has come up with its 
official road map for the search for life. 

1 Laid out before a meeting of the American 
: Association for the Advancement of Science 
in Anaheim, California, the map shows a con- 
voluted course that wends its way through 
- super-hot undersea vents, deep into the frozen 
: Antarctic and through oceans before shooting 
; off toward Mars and Europa. one of Jupiter’s 
moons, and beyond. 

“Now we have completed a NASA road 
map for astrobiology,” said David Morrison. 
< director of space at the NASA-Ames 
: Research Centre at Moffett Field. California. 

| "It's simply the study of life in the Uni- 

• verse. It is a question of what was the origin 
' and evolution of life, is there life on other 
i worlds, and what is the future of life on Earth 

and in space." Morrison told a news confer- 
ence. 

1 "The premise is that the space programme 
has reached a point at which we can begin to 
answer these questions." The Astrobiology 
■ Institute is carefully separated from the non- 
. governmental Search for Extraterrestrial 
Intelliaence Institute, known as SETI. NASA 
had launched a similar project in 1992 but 


less than a year later Congress put an end to 
what it considered expensive foolishness. 

Now the new institute has secured $9 mil- 
lion for this year and S20 million for 2000 to 
try to determine under what conditions life 
can survive and thrive, whether these condi- 
tions do or ever did exist elsewhere in foe 
solar system, and whether earthlings can 
make it out there in space. 

Biologists, chemists, astronomers, physi- 
cists and a range of other specialists will team 
up for what NASA is billing as a unique 
effort to answer such weighty questions. 

They will study the surprising findings that 
creatures can live in above-boiling tempera- 
tures in places like deep undersea sulphur 
vents and the thermal springs of Yellowstone 
Park, as well as at enormous pressures deep 
under the Earth's surface, and in what look 
like frozen wastes at the Earth's poles. 

“There are environments on Earth where 
life does not exist, but not many,” said 
Jonathan Trent of NASA-Ames. He is most 
interested in the microbes and other small 
creatures living in the oceans, and points out 
that 75 per cent of the planet is covered by 
water. 

“An unbiased exploration of the planet for 
life would unquestionably begin in the 
oceans.” he said. 

The possibility of oceans on Mars and 
Europa are what make those locations good 
candidates for a search for life. Mars obvi- 
ously has no ocean now. but might have once, 
while the Galileo space mission found evi- 
dence there might be a subsurface ocean 
sloshing around on Europa. 


“There has been an estimate that there 
could have been as many as five habitable 
planets in the solar system,” David Des- 
Marais of NASA-Ames said. 

Venus might have been habitable before its 
■runaway greenhouse effect turned it into a 
steamy caldron, while Chiron, an asteroid 
near Pluto that was recently promoted to 
planet status, also has the potential for a liq- 
uid ocean, DesMarais said. 

Jack Farmer, an Arizona University geolo- 
gist whose team will help direct future Mars 
missions to collect soil samples, said his 
group will look for “an ancient fossil record 
for an early period of Martian history when 


we think life might have been possible." All 
of the scientists are clear about what they are 
looking for, and it is not little green men. 

“Our strategy for looking for life elsewhere 
would be exactly like looking for life on 
Earth," Morrison said. He pointed out that 
most of the species of Earth — in numbers 
and in mass — are microbes. 

“We won’t bother with these strange little 
creatures with legs walking about on the sur- 
face. We will look for creatures that really 
matter — the microbes." 

For more information, die Institute has a web site at 
astrobiologyMrcjnasa.gov 


21 st century movie stars to go digital 


By Maggie Fox 

Reuters 

NO MORE artistic disagreements. No more 
demands for multimillion-dollar contracts or 
fishis over top billing. The movie star of the 
2 1 si century will be a perfectly obedient com- 
puter programme, predicts an executive at Wait 
Disnev Co. 

America's scientific community got a sneak 
preview of this future late on Thursday — an 
in nocuous- looking cyber-geek named Monty, 
which can move its cartoon character lips in 
anatomically correct synchronisation as it voic- 
es sentences typed live into a laptop computer. 

So far the voice still sounds a little synthe- 
sised. But Eric Haselrine, senior vice-president 
for research and development at Walt Disney 
Imu CT ineerins, said computer images like 
Montv promised to take the movie industry into 

whole new dimensions. 

"Simulation is allowing us to replace the real 
world and improve the real world." he told foe 
annual meetine of the American Association for 
foe Advancement of Science (AAASl in Ana- 
heim. 


‘Simulation is allowing 
us to replace the real 
world and improve the 
real world’ 

Some of this is already being done. For exam- 
ples, scenes in foe recent movie ‘Titanic" show- 
ing foe ship from afar used computer-generated 
characters on foe decks. “Those people would 
normally have been extras," Haseltine said. 

Computer-generated dinosaurs were used in 
the film “Jurassic Park." and a computer-gener- 
ated elephant starred in “George of foe Jungle.” 
Computer generation is often used to create vir- 
tual sets and sound effects. 

But currently, a director must work with a 
technician to get computer-generated charac- 
ters to work. With foe new programme, foe 
director can work directly with the “talent" 
Monty, created by Beaverton, Oregon-based 
Fluent Speech Technologies, can not only 


speak as directed, but can emote. 

“Look sad," Haseltine commanded, and 
Monty’s lips turned down in good emulation of 
a human frown as it said: “I’m sad." Anger 
conies in degrees, either by voice command or 
with the touch of a computer mouse. 

Haseltine said such characters would never 
replace real actors in foe most important roles. 
“This kind of technology isn’t about replacing 
what was before — it’s about creating some- 
thing new,” he said. 

“TV did not replace radio. Motion pictures 
did not replace theatre... Maybe a new medium 
will be created,” he told reporters. 

As if movie-themed fast-food meals, toys and 
comic books were not enough, those characters 
will one day appear on the Internet, entertaining 
their fans long after the film has disappeared 
from foe cinemas, Haseltine said. 

“The main character, Monty, could have a life 
afterward,” Haseltine said. “I can take that char- 
acter and put it on foe Internet, put it on a CD." 
Thar would not necessarily be for purely enter- 
tainment value, he added “A kid needing help 
with his homework could go to Monty and 
since he’s already bonded with Monty, he'll 


have a motivation," Haseltine said "The kids 
can leam from somebody they already like.” He 
promised it would be realistic. 

“It used to be that artists had to fake it." Hasel- 
tine said But new technology lets animators 
create effects that precisely mimic foe real 
world allowing images of animals and humans 
to move in completely realistic ways, images of 
water to reflect light according to the laws of 
physics, and shadows to Call precisely the way 
real shadows do. 

■With powerful new computer chips — which 
Haseltine points out were designed mostly to 
drive computer games, with their memory-eat- 
ing graphics — such technology can fit into a 
desktop computer. 

“The Steven Spielberg of the future can sit 
down ai a computer, write the script, create 
lighting, makeup, wardrobe... shoot the pic- 
ture... do foe editing... and even foe distribu- 
tion.” Haseltine said 

■The distinction between television and Inter- 
net and cinema is going to begin to blur.” 
Movies will no longer be foe realm of a few 
exalted directors. “Lots of people are going to 
have a voice in cinema," Haseltine said 


Of zeroes 
and ones 



Elias 


COMPUTERS 
ARE digital 
machines, that 
is to say they 
can only 
process numbers. Even if you see a stunning 
colour photograph on the screen or hear divine 
stereo music coming out your PC. inside all 
these images and sounds are but zeroes and 
ones. If computers are about numbers I 
thought of using some this week to illustrate 
how far the world of personal computing has 
come in the past few years. 

The average hard disk capacity, the main 
place where we permanently store pro- 
grammes and any “work" we do with a PC, 
has grown from 1 0MB (megabytes, million 
byres or characters) in 1985 to 6GB (gigabytes 
or billion bytes) in 1999. That’s 600-fold! In 
foe same period, foe price per megabyte has 
fallen from 100 dinars to 35 fils, and that's no 
misprint! 

The printing resolution of the best laser 
printer in 1987 was 360 dpi, or dots per inch, 
in black only. Naturally the higher the resolu- 
tion. the sharper the printout. Now J 200 and 
1440 dpi are common, and in full, glorious 
colours. 

Perhaps computers' processing power and 
speed constitute foe most impressive indicator 
of the dramatic evolution of the technology. 
From a “mere" 20 million instructions per sec- 
ond in 1987 for 286-PC, we have moved up to 
more than one billion for a Pentium 11—450 in 
1999. The leap is' even more important than 
what these figures indicate for the actual 
effect of one single Pentium II instruction is 
much superior to that of a 286-PC. The real 
performance has been boosted more than 500 
times. As for CD-ROM drives, their speed has 
progressed from a factor 4, less than ten years 
ago, to 40 this year. 

A business analyst recently wrote in an 
international American weekly that had the 
Rolls-Royce price followed the same curve as 
PCs, a Silver Shadow model would now cost 
less than one euro. 

With technical characteristics developing 
further and further every few weeks and prices 
falling to incredible lows, a Pentium 450 can 
hardly be put in the same category as a good 
old 286. From the user's perspective, the dif- 
ference in speed and performance while cer- 
tainly noticeable, is not as spectacular as fig- 
ures seem to tell us. This is because the new 
operating systems (Windows 95. 98. etc.) put 
a very heavy load on the PC and take a good 
part of its processing power. We may be 
enjoying more trendy, sophisticated applica- 
tions, like the Internet, digital sound and 
image processing. But we are not doing it 
much faster than before. 

Jean-Claude Elias can be reached by e-mail at 
jeanctaude@nets.com.jo 
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Lebanon minister sees quick utility sales 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon 
could begin privatisation 
of water and electricity 
utilities within months, its 
oil, electricity and water 
minister Sleiman TrabouJ- 
si has said. 

Traboulsi, who said a 
detailed listing of assets 
had begun and would take 
only 20 days to complete, 
believes neither utility 
needs major restructuring 
before starting privatisa- 
tion. 

"Once the law is decided 
and promulgated, the min- 
istry is ready,” he told 
Reuters in an interview. 
“We went through the nec- 
essary preparation of 
human resources and the 
execution prpcesses that 


are necessary to privatise.*’ 
“We will be ready and 
we are waiting only for the 
law.” he said, dismissing 
estimates by financial ana- 
lysts that privatisation of 
major state assets would 
take several years. “It 
won’t take years,” he said. 
“I think a few months.” 
Privatisation is high on 
the agenda of the govern- 
ment that took office in 
December, with the pro- 
ceeds earmarked for 
reducing a public debt 
exceeding annual gross 
domestic product. 

The precise plans are 
being overseen by a cabi- 
net committee composed 
of its most powerful mem- 
bers — three of them. 


including Prime Minister 
Salim AJ Hoss, are econo- 
mists and the fourth is a 
businessman. 

The committee does not 
include Traboulsi although 
water and electricity, 
along with telecommuni- 
cations, are the largest 
assets that could be put up 
for sale. 

A draft law, which actu- 
ally follows on from pro- 
posals under the previous 
government of Rafik A1 
Hariri, could face stiff 
political opposition. It is 
expected to provide for 
controls over the sale and 
subsequent supervision of 
the privatised services. 

Traboulsi would not say 
how he foresaw privatisa- 


tion taking place in utili- 
ties, talking only of “pri- 
vate participation” that 
might be only in parts of 
the business. 

“The state has set up five 
independent water authori- 
ties that cover ail of 
Lebanon and which are 
very effective,” he said. 
“They operate on a com- 
mercial basis which will 
enable some of their activ- 
ities 10 be privatised.” 

“We are waiting for the 
draft law to be approved. 
Once it’s ready it will 
introduce the possibility of 
private sector participation 
if necessary,” he said. 

He added that the elec- 
tricity ministry had “excel- 
lent” facilities that would 


soon reach production of 
2,100 megawatts, enough 
foT Lebanon’s needs. 

“We have a draft law that 
will allow for the privati- 
sation of different parts of 
the electricity industry,” 
he said, explaining that 
production, transmission 
and distribution were 
looked at separately. 

However, Traboulsi said 
the utility did have debts 
of $1.4 billion, mainly 
from investment. He said 
the electricity ministry 
was tackling its best- 
known failure — receiving 
only 50 per cent of expect- 
ed revenue because of 
loss, theft and refusal to 


execution prpcesses that befs — three of them, how he foresaw privatisa- lent” facilities that would pay. 


IMF says Kuwait coping well with oil price decline 

WASHINGTON (R) — larly the low inflation rate forecasts for 1999 but said 1998/99 and 2001/02,” A1 commodities and charg 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Appropriate economic 
policies and a cushion of 
oil-related assets have left 
Kuwait well placed to 
cope with the impact of 
sharp oil price declines, 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has said. 

The IMF's annual report 
of the Kuwait economy 
said that the macro-eco- 
nomic position of the oil- 
rich state bad been 
improving. Inflation fell to 
0.5 per cent in 1998 from 
0.7 per cent in 1997 and 
3.6 per cent in 1996. 

“Executive directors 
noted with satisfaction the 
improvement in Kuwait's 
overall macroeconomic 
situation in 1997, particu- 


larly the low inflation rate 
and the strengthening of 
fiscal and external bal- 
ances,” the IMF said. 

“They commended the 
authorities for their pru- 
dent approach towaird the 
utilisation of the country's 
oil wealth, which bad 
enabled the rebuilding of 
foreign assets for | future 
generations,” it added. 

The IMF also 'urged 
Kuwait to step up efforts 
to cut subsidies and curb 
the growth of wages. 
Planned privatisation 
efforts would “enhance 
economic efficiency” and 
improve the restructuring 
of the budget, the IMF 
emphasised. j 

The IMF gave no growth 


forecasts for 1999 but said 
the non-oil economy grew 
2.0 per cent in 1998, down 
steeply from 3.9 per cent 
in 1 997. Economic 
growth, including the oil 
sector, was 2.2 per cent in 
1998 and 2.5 per cent in 
1997. 

Meanwhile, a parliamen- 
tary study said Kuwait is 
expected to have an accu- 
mulated actual deficit of 
almost five billion dinars 
($16 J billion) over the 
next four fiscal years to 
2001/02. 

Parliament's finance 
committee said “actual tar- 
geted accumulated deficit 
which needs to be financed 
is 4.992 billion dinars 
between the fiscal years 


1998/99 and 2001/02,” A1 
Anba daily reported. 

The government, which 
has already ordered cuts in 
the 1998/99 (July-June) 
budget, has presented the 
elected parliament with an 
ambitious reform plan 
which would raise the cost 
of living by lifting some 
subsidies and increasing 
non-oil income through 
new charges. 

Parliament bad earlier 
passed a law obliging the 
state to refer any hikes in 
rates for some basic ser- 
vices to it, but parts of the 
reform plan do not fall 
under that requirement. 

The government could 
move in the meantime to 
raise import tax on some 


commodities and charges 
for services like airport 
departure tax, residency 
and work permits, driving 
licences and increase fuel 
prices. 

The 4.362 billion dinar 
1998/99 budget carries a 
projected net deficit of 
1.919 billion dinars and a 
gross deficit of 2.163 bil- 
lion dinars. OPEC member 
Kuwait is facing economic 
hardships in the current 
fiscal year due a sharp 
drop in world oil prices. 

Domestic debt according 
to official figures was 4.36 
billion dinars, or 47 per 
cent of gross domestic 
product (GDP), at the end 
of June 1998. the finance 
committee added. 


India predicts 5.8% growth amid fiscal deficit concerns 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India's economy is projected 
to grojy at 5.8 per cent in the 
fiscal year ending March 31. 
the government said Wednes- 
day in a survey that called for 
an “uigent” reduction of the 
fiscal deficit 

The provisional economic 
growth figure was higher 
than the five per cent posted 
in fiscal 1997-98 but below 
the government’s budgeted 
target of seven per cent 

The ministry’s economic 
survey for 1998-99 said 
growth would have been 
higher if not for the effect of 
the Asian financial meltdown 
on world import demand and 
international capital markets. 

But it would still be one of 
the highest growth rates post- 
ed in Asia at a time when 
many countries are strug- 
gling to emeige from reces- 
sion. It would be behind 
China's 7.8 per cent growth 
in 1998 and match Vietnam's 
5.8 per cent 

The improvement on last 


year's growth was attributed 
to a rebound in agriculture 
and allied sectors. 

The survey sounded alarm 
bells about India's widening 
deficit, saying it was unlikely 
the government wotAd stay 
inside the revised budget tar- 
get of 5.1 per cent cjf gross 
domestic product iGDP) for 
the current fiscal yean 

The survey gave no esti- 
mate for the final deficit, 
although the size of th e short- 
fall in the nine moiths to 
December 1998 was up 77.1 
per cent year-on-year at 
$17.5 billion. 

“With continuing shortfalls 
in collections of indirect 
taxes due to sluggish J growth 
in industrial production and 
imports, it is unlikelyjthat the 
year-end fiscal deficit would 
be contained within t^e bud- 
geted amount,” it warned. 

The June 1998 budget had 
originally targetted a deficit 
of 5.6 per cent, but that was 
revised to 5.1 per cent fol- 
lowing a readjustment in the 


GDP base figure. 

'There is an urgent need to 
improve the overall quality 
of fiscal adjustment ... by 
changing the composition of 
expenditure towards invest- 
ment and restraining the 
growth in revenue expendi- 
ture,” the survey said. 

The survey warned the ris- 
ing deficit coupled with mar- 
ket borrowings could lock 
the government into a spi- 
ralling debt crisis. 

Reacting to the survey, the 
Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CEO president, 
Rajesh Shah, said it was 
“alarming’' that almost one 
third of fiscal revenue .was 
being used for debt servicing. 

“Tiie government’s heavy 
borrowing has has exerted a 
tremendous upward pressure 
on interest costs, as well as 
constraining economic activ- 
ity and growth in the private 
sector.” Shah said. 

Industrial output faltered 
with growth felling to 3.5 per 
cent between ApnJ-Decem- 


ber 1998 as against 6.7 per 
cent in the s ame period last 
year. 

“The slowdown in industri- 
al growth may be attributed 
primarily to a slackening in 
aggregate demand,” die sur- 
vey said 

"This includes factors such 
as felling export growth due 
to an overall slump in world 
trade compounded by an ero- 
sion in the competitive 
advantage of Indian exports 
on account of a steep depre- 
ciation in east Asian curren- 
cies,” it added 

The trade deficit widened 
by $73 billion for the nine 
months to December 1998, 
with year-on-year export 
growth dropping 2.9 per cent 
and imports rising 7.1 per 
cent 

“Our exports are repeatedly 
under attack on the garb of 
subsidies and dumping, and 
therefore there is an immi- 
nent need to retrusture our 
incentive schemes so as to 
make them WTO consis- 


tent,” said CII President 
Shah. 

The survey also expressed 
concern over the decline in 
foreign direct investment 
inflows at $880 million in the 
first nine months of 1998, 
compared to $43 billion in 
the same period the previous 
year. 

India's annual inflation rate 
was pul at 4.6 per cent as of 
Jan. 30 1999, down from 53 
per cent the same time last 
yean 

“Average inflation for the 
whole of 1998-99 will, how- 
ever, be higher than the 4.8 
per cent registered in 1997- 
98,” the survey said 

Farming was the key factor 
pushing economic growth in 
1998-99, with the agriculture 
and allied sectors expected to 
witness a 53 per cent 
increase in production. 

The agricultural sector 
employs 64 per cent of 
India’s workforce and 
accounts for 29.4 per cent of 
gross domestic product 


Unemployment, most serious problem 
for Iranian youth — Rafsanjani 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Unem- 
ployment is the most seri- 
ous problem for Iranian 
youth in an economy deeply 
in the grip of a recession, 
former Iranian President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
has said. 

“Unemployment is the 
most serious problem fac- 
ing young people today and 
in coming years," said Raf- 
sanjani who is now a top 
adviser to Iran’s supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei. 

According to official sta- 
tistics, about two million 
young Iranians are currently 


without a job, while the 
government will have to 
generate some 10 million 
new jobs in coming years to 
meet demand. 

Rafsanjani said the. coun- 
try, currently hard hit by a 
recession prompted by 
plummeting oil prices, “will 
have trouble ensuring there 
are enough jobs for young 
people in coining years." 

Rafsanjani who served 
two terms as president from 
1989 to 1997 told a seminar 
on youth that “the job mar- 
ket will be faced with a 
mass of school leavers.” 

The young, who consti- 


tute over half the Iranian 
population “are consider- 
ably more demanding than 
in the past." he warned. 

“If we don’t respond to 
their demands and answer 
their questions, they will 
drift away from Islam and 
the Islamic revolution," he 
added. 

But Rafsanjani voiced 
optimism that "Iran is a 
strong country and will end 
up resolving the unemploy- 
ment problem." 

Iran has one of the 
youngest populations in the 
world, with half the total 
aged 20 years or under. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited b^ Wayne Robert WIHams 


ACROSS 
1 Sword stoke 
6 Road 
contractor 
ii ’Vbu There* 

14 New Guinea 

15 Similar 
l€ Adams or 

Knotts 

17 Part 1 of frugal 
advice 

19 Part 2 of frugal 
advice 

20 Gangsters’ 
healers 

21 Jokester 
23 The Cotton 

State 

27 Tempestuous 

29 Adders 

30 North American 
country 

31 Rand novel, 

* Shrugged’ 

32 Ridicule 

33 Hoover or 
Grand Coulee 

36 Close 

37 Dupes 

38 Tender 

39 Clothe 

40 Celestial 
transient 

41 Deceive 

42 Approached 

44 Argue for 

45 Adept 

47 Woody Allen 
movie 

48 Slightly 
adhesive 

49 Family member 

50 Noah’s craft 

51 Last pan of 
frugal advice 

58 Fr. woman's 
tide 

59 Fry lightly 
GO Of service 

61 Joey' 

62 Marine 
mammal 

63 Dominion 

DOWN 

1 Health haven 

2 Kiddle seat? 

3 Desmond 

Morris book. 
The Naked * 
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154 [55 IM [57 


By James E. Sued 
Fort Washington, MD 

4 Daystar 

5 Airport 
buildings 

6 Fettucdneor 
hngulne 

7 Lam enter's 
comment 

8 Ms. Vance, to 
Lucy 

9 Just get by 

10 British soldier, 
once 

11 Dirt cheap 

12 Pitcher's bag 

13 Lepslate 

16 Edible tubers 

22 Long-standing 

23 Nautical call 

24 Stone: pref. 

25 Electrician's 
favorite coin? 

26 Musical pulse 

27 Brag about 

28 Hostelries 
30 Crowed? 

32 Domesticated 

34 Entertainment 
venue 

35 Repairs 

37 SWn opening < 


□□□□□ EJ0O Banna 

00000 □□□ naana 

00000 000 aQ000 

□BaaBnasanaBaiDD 

HOD HQQ 

□□□Dam nan 0000 

□□□□□ 0Q00Q 000 

0OD000000O0GI000 

HE 0 00000 nannn 
0000 000 000000 
non □□□ 
00DD00000000noa 
□00D0 000 00D00 
□H000 000 000190 
00000 0QO 019000 


(QiflMTiCM 


38 Davenport 

40 Trinkfad rrustc 
style 

41 Horse-man? 

43 Wapiti 

44 Hamlet, e.g. 

45 Trample 

46 Destiny 

47 Customer 


49 Pot starter 

52 Breakfast? 

53 Fanatic 

54 Hwy. sign abbr. 

55 Dance-show 
hostess 
Peeples 

56 Bulldog wing 

57 GOP rival 



1 put on my resume that I was almost a 
winner in the Publisher’s Sweepstakes. 
Or shouldn’t I brag like that?" 


rsJJI fjnVSfl I j f } jjp ^ SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
,7* 7 ■A' Yr, 1 ?], &y Hwri Arnold mw Mite ArpWon 

Unscramble these four Jumbles. 



Answer here: A 


WHM" A 3£&Z 
BREWER NEEDS. 


now arrange the circled letters » 
jorm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by ih B above cartoon. 


Yesterday* I Jumbles: Knife l41IOlJ {Answers tomomw) 
A""** AnLerJ^iL AUTHOR WHOLE 
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‘/f /s illogical to have 11 agricultural 
ministers within a period of 15 years’ 


" l AC £, 0R P I ^ G T0 Kheir Eddin 
Snukn, board chairman of the Jordanian 
society which groups producers and 
exporters of fruits and vegetables, the 
most important requirement neeessarv to 
improve the marketing of produce is* for 
the government to financially support the 
Marketing Organisation 
(AMO). He said the organisation's budget 
does not suffice its administrative require- 
ments although the AMO employs a large 
number of qualified personnel. 

The chairman also highlighted the need 
to formulate a mechanism" to implement 
the AMO’s law and to immediately imple- 
ment the five decisions issued by the 
organisation as they would have a major 
effect on organising this important sector 
(the five decisions were not specified in 
the report). "The agricultural product 
belongs to the fanner until it reaches the 
border where it becomes the property of 
the state and is exported under the name: 
Jordanian products,” he said. 

Finally. Shukn stressed the importance 
of adopting a clear and fixed agricultural 


policy to improve the performance of 
marketing process. ‘'It is illogical that 
eleven ministers take the agricultural port- 
folio during 15 years,” he exclaimed. 

Asked about the main issues that the 
society is following up he mentioned the 
specifications and standards of boxes and 
other packaging matters which have 
importance in organising the sector. 
Another issue concerns allowing foreign 
refrigerated trucks returning from the 
Saudi border to load Jordanian produce to 
European markets because of die lack of 
suitable Jordanian trucks to cany out the 
task. 

Shukri concluded by saying that the 
society is contacting the concerned parties 
to establish a permanent exhibition for 
fruits and vegetables where it would be 
possible to sell directly to the consumers 
in order to lower prices on the public and 
achieve rewarding income for the produc- 
ers. The exhibition, he indicated, would 
open the opportunity to exporters and 
importers to promote the produce locally 
and abroad (Al Dustour). 


Islamic Bank posts JD4.4m net profit 


** THE JORDAN Islamic Bank for 
Finance and Investment posted a JD4.4 
million net profit in 1998. 40 per cent 
higher than the net profit registered in 
1997. Board Chairman Mahmoud 
Hasoubeh said the board of directors has 
recommended to the general assembly the 
distribution of JD2.2 million in dividends 
at a rate of 10 per cent. The bank's 
retained earnings from 1997 total around 
JD2 million. 

Hasoubeh said the bank's total assets at 
the end of last year amounted to JD706.8 


million, JD56 million more than the 1997 
total. He added that the bank's financial 
investments amounted to JD481 million 
and that the profit from mutual investment 
increased by JD3.5 million to JD34.4 mil- 
lion. 

Noting that the bank last year completed 
raising its capital to JD22 million, 
Hasoubeh indicated that the shareholders' 
equity stood at JD50.25 million at the end 
of 1998. Total deposits reached JD596.6 
million. JD44.7 million higher than the 
figure in 1997 (Al Arab A1 Yawm). 


HOROSCOPE 


1 FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1999 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You’ve got a grand trine 
in water signs, which brings out your gentle, nurturing 
side, if you happen to have one. If not, you could get irri- 
tated when conditions like these are in effect. It seems like 
everybody's being really wimpy. A little of that goes a 
really long way with you. but today, try' to be nice. It’ll be 
good for you. ’ 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Some things you tried 
yesterday that didn’t work will - goT’Shtffoihly now. Ybtf 1 
didn't really waste that rime, ft was useful. hut perhaps for * 
reasons you hadn't expected. Isn’t it strange the way that 
happens? Well, no point in wondering about why. Just go 
ahead and push while you've got the advantage. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) You might get a raise 
today, or a better job. You’ve probably already done the 
work to establish yourself as an expert in the field. Now. 
all you need to do is let other people know that you want 
to be rewarded. You'll get away with being a little aggres- 
sive. You might even get a standing ovation for tooting 
your own horn. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) Yesterday was a struggle, 
but today should go smoothly. Looks like you’ve set 
things up to take advantage of an opportunity, and that's 
exactly what will happen. You not only have the talent 
necessary', but you also have friends in high places. One 
in particular is "going to give you a boost that could push 
you over the top. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) Looks like quite a bit of 
money could be riding on how you handle a tough situa- 
tion. It won't be enough that you do your job well. You’ll 
also have to be nice about it. Politeness is almost worth 
more than accuracy right now. So don’t argue. The posi- 
tive impression you make now' could benefit you in more 
ways than you can imagine. 

VIRGO: (August 23 to September 22) You hardly ever 
play hooky, but today the temptation is great. If you could 
start your weekend earl)’, that would be perfect. If not, a 
long lunch hour may have to do. In any case, conditions 
are perfect for playing, and a new game is suggested. You 
could turn out to be a natural at something you've never 
done before. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 23 > This is a good-day 
to advance in your career, and if you're going to do it, be 
nice. Look nice, smell nice, dress nice and act nice. Being 
pleasant will get you more points than just about anything 
else. This can t be phony nice, either. It’s got to be gen- 
uine. Thev’H be able to tell. 

SCORPIO: (October 24 to November 21 ) Today your 
bread will land buttered side up. You’ll find a parking spot 
right in front of the store and the cop behind you on the 
freew ay is actually after the guy in front of you. Don’t 
waste this wonderful day on trivia, think of something 
magnificent vou want to "achieve, and make a start on iL 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Mone> is not a topic you like to have your head full of. 
but e\"er> once in a while you have to think about it, and 
this could be one of those times. You have skills that are 
definitely marketable, and some probably aren’t being 
marketed right now. There's an opportunity out there: all 
vou have to do is find it. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 19) Today’s 
focus is on the areas of partnership, friendship and educa- 
tion. so you’ll be meeting new people, making new 
friends and possibly even forming new- partnerships. Your 
relationships can help you do your job better. Somebody 
out there would really like to play with you, and it would 
make vour life easier to let that happen. 

AQUARIUS: (January 20 to February 18) You could get 
more monev for the work you do, especially if you put 
together a sood case. You’ll have to prove to the boss that 
vou' re generating income and you require a larger per- 
ccntaae" It's not soing to be that hard to do, because it’s 
probably true. Give ifa try. The celestial influences are in 
vour favour. 

PISCES: i February 19 to March 20) This is one of your 
best davs all vear. You've got luck in love, travel and self- 
esteem’ You're looking good, feeling great, saying the 
rjuftt ihin*’ at the right rime, doing everything perfectly. 
You're wise, senerous. warm, loving, considerate, 
thoughtful. You" know what else? You're appreciated. 
Bask in iL 


Germans 
spend 
billions on 
vacations 


STUTTGART. Germany 
(AFP) — Germans are 
J^rmoirg 'trie — biggesr- 
K 'spenilirig * to'uYfsts in the 
world, having paid out 
around 42 billion euros 
(S49 billion) on their 
vacations last year, the 
head of a tourism trade 
show here has said. 

The amount of cash 
Germans spent abroad in 
1998 was six per cent 
more than they had spent 
in 1997. said the direc- 
tor, Walter Gehring. 

The top destination for 
holidaymakers from 
Europe’s biggest econo- 
my was Spain, which 
played host to 8.3 mil- 
lion Germans last year, 
an increase of 7.3 per 
cent over the previous 
year. 

Other favourite vaca- 
tion spots were, in order: 
Italy (5.7 million 
Germans), Austria (4.2 
million) and France (2.4 
million). 
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Oil supply slowdown cannot save 1999 price 


LONDON (R) — A slowdown 
in oil supply growth is not com- 
ing fast enough to prevent an 
even deeper price crisis for oil 
producers this year, a Reuters 
poll of industry experts has 
found. 

Asian economies are too 
depressed to siphon off a stub- 
born global stock glut and suf- 
fering producers wfl] have to 
cut more output just to get 
prices back to last year's 
sunken level, the pundits said. 

A survey of 20 top analysts 
forecast an average of just 


$12.61 a barrel for international 
benchmark Brent this year — 
even Jess than last year’s 22- 
year low of $1334. " 

The latest outlook is a down- 
ward revision of nearly a dollar 
from a similar survey in 
December after Brent’s brief 
January rally above $12 has 
quickly tailed off. 

Mild winter temperatures 
have now switched the spot- 
light back on export group 
OPEG whose November feff- 
ure to further its 2.6 million bar- 
rels per day fbpd) ourput cut 


package condemned Brent to 
single digits far the first time in 
12 years. 

“Our $13 prediction is hased 
on an assumption that OPEC 
will some time this year cut 
actual production by up to 
another million bpd” said 
Mike Barry of London's 
Enogy Market Consultants. 

‘They've got to enforce (he 
existing agreement in foil and 
cut another 500,000 bpd. If they 
don’t prices are beading even 
lower;” he added. 

Almost all agreed that OPEC 


wfl] have to cut again at some 
point in 1999 as the social 
impact deepens from their 
shrunken oil revenues. 

But any new cut at the 
group's March 23 meeting will 
hinge on resolving Saudi-led 
disaffection with Venezuela 
and Iran over their poor com- 
pliance with existing curbs. 

Iran’s dispute over its produc- 
tion allocation can only be 
resolved by Iranian President 
Mohammad Khatami's March 
visit to Saudi Arabia. 

And while new Venezuelan 
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FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1999 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) There are several squares in 
effect today. That’s when the moon or a planet is ar 90 degrees 
to another one, causing a blockage in the energy pattern. 
Today, we're going to have one in communications and had 
work. Something you say is likely to be misunderstood, or a 
job might have to be done over again. Be careful. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Pay attention not only to 
what you’re doing, but also to what the other people are doing. 
Your intuition should be excellent right now. You can also trust 
your education. Skills you’ve been learning recently can be put 
to good use. Don't wait until you've got the credentials. Go 
ahead and try the theory. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) Today could be a challenge, 
and not just for you Looks like it starts out with a breakdown 
in communication. This is not all that unusual, actually. But 
today, you might be amazed to see how big a gap (here is 
between what was said and what was bead. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) Things that were easy yester- 
day could go awry today, so don't take anything for granted. 
Make sure the people helping you understand what they're 
supposed to do. A breakdown in communication would be the 
most likely cause of an accident or glitch in the work schedule. 
Not your fault, buy why get into it if ym don’t have to? 
LEO: (July 23 to August 22) Proceed with caution today. A 
simple misunderstanding could get blown out of proportion. If 
there’s money involved, its even more likely to happen. Best 
not to sign any contracts today for just that reason. You could 
be thinking the contract says one tiling, while the other guy 
thinks it says something completely different 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Looks like somebody 
has pinned their hopes and dreams oh what you can provide. 
Not to wony. You’re very good at what you do. Go ahead and 
accept the applause as readily as you do your own criticism. 
Take credit for something you’ve done well and don't be the 
slightest bit nervous about it 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You're probably about 
ready to let your hair down. Just be careful where and when. 
You don't want to go out of character in front of the wrong 
audience, and you sure don't want to make fun of somebody 
you were just kissing up to. That's always in poor taste, and 
today it could cause” you to lose everything you’ve recently 
gamed. 

SCORPIO: (October 24 to November 21) Finish old stuff 
today, rather than beginning new. Looks like there’s going to 
be a stumbling block that you can’t really plan fix As you 
know. rife, only difference, between a stumbling-block and a 
steppinesrone is perspective. You can turn this to your advan- 
tage, but it might take a little thought Apply that thought ear- 
lier rather than later 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) You have 
an interesting weekend ahead of you. Take extra care to go 
over every step of your agenda carefully. Check everything on 
and off your list Ask others if everything that needs to be done 
has been done, then follow up and make sure. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 19) You could 
come up with a brilliant idea today, something so obvious you 
wonder why you didn't think of it years ago. and its so crisp, 
so clean, so appropriate, you might even be able to patent this 
gizmo, market it and make a fortune. If there’s any possibility 
that it could really happen, definitely write it down. 
AQUARIUS: (January 20 to February 18) You could get a 
bonus today, but be careful. If you spend it on something that's 
good for the home and family, you’ll prosper. If you spend it 
on anything else, you won’t That’s all there is to it. so don't 
squander your resources on things that won't last, or even on 
worthy causes. 

PISCES: (February 1 9 to March 20) There appears to be afly 
creeping into the ointment later today. Hopefully its not some- 
thing broken that has be fixed, arid costs more than you 
thought it would. But that could happen, so be carefuL espe- 
cially around machinety. You probably ought to take your car 
in for an oil change. 
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President Hugo Chavez’ 
instincts lead him towards fur- 
ther cuts, many expect him to 
yield to pressure to open the 
taps. 

Industry consultants were 
more pessimistic than tanks 
about the chances of a price 
pick-up, forecasting on average 
$11.87 for this year. 

Yet OPEC may find some 
comfort as the price crash clos- 
es unprofitable output, in the 
North Sea and especially die 
United States and Canada 

‘The fact is that $10 oil is just 
not sustainable fora long period 
of time,” said Mehdi Vara of 
Drcsduer Klein wort Benson 
Bank. We're aleady seeing sup- 
ply growth curtailed and the 
number of rigs actually in oper- 
ation has virtually halved.” 

Most analysts now expect a 
trifling 100,000 bpd of supply 
growth outside OPEC this year, 
less even than a 200,000 bpd 
gam in 1998. 

But it will rake at least anoth- 
er year for swingeing budget 
cuts now being matte by ofl 
firms to take their full toll on 
swollen crude supply. 

In the meantime demand 
growth is not strong enough to 
drain the mass of spare oil in 
world storage tanks. 

Asia — before last year the 
engine for almost all ofl market 
growth — is showing only the 
first shoots of a recovery, with 
economists particularly down- 
beat about demand in regional 
giants Japan and China. 

A further downturn in Brazil 
would tarnish demand 
prospects stiD further. Philip 
\ferieger of PKV Associates 
cautions that prices could aver- 
age well below $10 in the noto- 
riously weak second quarter. 

Much again rests on Iraq, 
whose 700,000 bpd increase in 
exports over the course of last 
year wrecked the cutback 
efforts of its OPEC fellows. 

Iraqi exports under the U-N-’s 
ofl-for-food programme have 
almost entirely escaped disrup- 
tion from renewed hostilities 
-with the U.S and Britain since 
late last year. 

All-out conflict could yet cut 
Iraqi exports altogether and 
said prices skywairi at a stroke. 
But Washington's increased 
cooperation with a $300 tnfl- 
lion LIN. repair programme is 
more likely to swell Iraqi 
exports still further this year. 

The outlook for 2000 is 
slightly stranger Expectations 
of further deceleration in non- 
OPEC supply growth and a 
slow rebound in Asia’s eco- 
nomic fortunes push Brent to a 
forecast average of $ 1 4.47. 

Yet some analysts also 
believe that the possible fell-out 
from the “millennium bug” 
could give prices a sudden life- 
line at the turn of the year if fail- 
ing computers scythe supplies. 

“You just cannot quantify 
what sort of impact there is 
going to be from the Y2K bug,” 
said Peter Bogin of Paris-based 
Cambridge Energy Research 
Associates. 

“But the psychological 
impact as we head towards 
December 31 could well lift 
prices as people just won't 
know what surprise might be 
round the comer” be added. 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS 


Amra Forum Hotel 
Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 
Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
592060S/5920609/1 079S30007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger, 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 822891 
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Quality Serviced Suites 

*One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

I Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 
e-mail : crystal® go.com.jo 


D 


FOR 
| RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNRBEL 



Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajaiat Complex 
Tei. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 



Car Rental & Leasing 

WE RENT LESS 

DAILY 

WEEKLY 


MONTHLY 


Telephone: 962-6-5698131 

Fax; 962-6-5673312 
P.O.Box: 960486 
Ammai>-TH96, Jordan 

' E-mail: budget© go. com jo 
An Independent Budget system Licensee 



5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 


JL mr<\Jor 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


The Wedding Place 

Your one night in a life time 
Contact our Banquet Manager. 





Bayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 
lunch: 12:30p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
DINNER: 6:30p.m. - 11:30 p.m. 
German coffee and cakes served all day 

Sweifieh - Al Hamra Street Tel: 5819730 / 5S10S1 1 
PO Box 6555. Amman- 1 1 1 18 Jordan 




TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5696183 
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Blatter backs down 


on World Cup plan 


Brazil, 
France still 
top FIFA 
rankings 


GENEVA (AFP) — FIFA 
President Sepp Blatter has 
backed down on plans to 
hold the World Cup finals 
every two years. 

Blatter said Wednesday 
that he would not put his 
controversial proposal to 
the next executive commit- 
tee meeting of football's 
world governing body, 
which is scheduled for 
Zurich on March 11-12. 

Blatter said he would hold 
further meetings with 
UEFA chief Lennart 
Johansson, with whom he 
held discussions 

Wednesday morning, before 
making any further push for 
the switch. 

“Before examining the 
possibility of moving the 
World Cup to every two 
years we need to put in 
place an international calen- 
dar that everyone agrees 
on." Blatter said. 

There has been wide- 
spread opposition to 
B latter's idea, which he first 
unveiled late last year. 

Blatter now admits that 
various continental champi- 
onships would need to be 
rescheduled before any con- 
sideration can be given to a 
World Cup every two years. 

Johansson said he was 
pleased with Blatter's move. 

“We appreciate the fact 
that Blatter came personal- 
ly to put forward his plans." 
Johansson said. 


WE CARE ABOUT K 



PARIS (AFP) — Latest 
FIFA rankings published 


FIFA President Sepp Blatter (R) toadies his head as he is flanked by UEFA President 
Lennart Johansson during a press conference in Geneva on Wednesday. The UEFA 
forced Blatter to back down on his plan to stage the World Cup every two years but 
Blatter still hopes it will happen in die long-term (Reuters photo) 


He added that Blatter 
realised that he had made a 
mistake by talking to the 
press about his World Cup 
proposals instead of letting 
the football community 
know first what he bad in 
mind. 

“UEFA is still not con- 
vinced about changing the 
timetable of the World Cup, 
but at least we have now got 
a base for constructive dia- 


logue," Johansson said. 

By withdrawing his plan 
to change the frequency of 
the World Cup, Blatter has 
avoided a showdown in 
Zurich with his executive 
committee, where 

Johansson controls the 
majority of votes. 

But Blatter still hasn't 
completely abandoned hope 
of eventually convincing 
world football of die merits 


of his idea. 

“The secretary generals of 
all the International 
Football Confederations are 
going to hold regular meet- 
ings in abid'to try and unify 
the international calendar,” 
Blatter said. ‘There is- a 
willingness of behalf of 
everyone to find a solution 
and I hope that agreement 
will be reached within 18 
months." 


Wednesday: 


I. Brazil 

827 

2. France 

786 

3. Croatia 

742 

4. Italy 

742 

5. Germany 

738 

6. Argentina 

732 

7. Czech R * 

727 

8. Netherlands 

716 

9. Spain 

706 

10. Romania 

698 

11. England 

695 

12. Mexico 

688 

13. Norway 

676 

14. Sweden 

659 

15. Denmark 

653 

16. Yugoslavia 

649 

17. Portugal 

641 

18. Austria 

631 

19. Morocco 

629 

20. Chile 

614 


Gebrselassie to attack record book 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
Ethiopia's Haile 

Gebrselassie will lead 
assaults on World Athletics 
records in what is expected 
to be the biggest-ever field 
at the World Indoor 
Championships in Japan 
next week, organisers said 
Wednesday. 

There will be at least 10 
defending champions, 
including Gebrselassie who 
aims to reestablish himself 
as the fastest man over 
3.000m indoors at the 
March 5-7 championships 
in Maebashi, north of 
Tokyo. 

The field is expected to 
reach 719 athletes from 123 
nations, topping the 712 
athletes from 1 1 S countries 
at the last indoor champi- 


onships in Paris two years 
ago. 

The committee was still 
waiting for official replies 
from 39 nations, including 
the United States. Italy and 
Kenya, although the dead- 
line for individual entries 
passed on Tuesday. 

The U.S. delegation is to 
be named after the national 
championships on Friday 
and Saturday. 

But the organisers are 
anticipating a record partic- 
ipation on the basis of pre- 
liminary entries. 

Gebrselassie, who holds 
the world outdoor records 
for 5,000 and 10,000 
metres, aims to crack the 
3,000m indoor mark of 
7min 24.90sec set by 
Kenyan arch-rival Daniel 


komen a year earlier in 
budapest. 

The 25-year Ethiopian set 
a world indoor record of 
12:50.38 for the 5,000 
metres in Birmingham last 
week. 

Also among the early 
entries is Cuban Ivan 
Pedro so, gearing up for a 
fourth straight men's long- 
jump title, while Maria 
Mutola of Mozambique is 
raring to go for a fourth in a 
row in the women’s S 00- 
metre dash. 

Cuban high jumper Javier 
Sotoraayor, who holds the 
world’s outdoor record, will 
aim to regain the title he 
won in 1989, 1993 and 
1995. 


Youngsters lead 
Rockets past Sonics 


Kipketer confirmed for 
indoor championships 


MONTE CARLO (AFP) — Wilson Kipketer, the world 
record holder and world champion in the 800 metres, on 
Wednesday confirmed he will compete in the IAAF 
World Indoor Championships in Maebashi, Japan, next 
month, 

The formidable Kenyan-born Danish athlete not only 
won the SOOm indoor title in Paris two years ago but also 
set two new world records for the distance, with a mark of 
I min 42.67sec in the final demolishing the 1:43.96 he 
clocked in the heats. 

He will be one of the great attractions of this year’s 
championships, which will be contested from March 5-7. 

Kipketer caught malaria whilst on holiday in his native 
Kenya just over 12 months ago. His recovery has been 
long and difficult, but his iron will and determination 
helped him overcome the .residual effects of the sickness 
and make a sensational ■ return to the track when he 
clocked 1 :43.74 in Monte Carlo in August last year and 
1 :43. 1 8 in Zurich just four days later. 

Kipketer stumped, however, at the European 
Championships in Budapest, where he finished last in the 
final with a time of 1:50.13. This result convinced the 
world record holder to interrupt his season and to under- 
go further detailed medical tests. 

He believes a spell of winter training in Australia has 
put him in good shape for Maebashi. 


Hiddink 
axed by 
Real 
Madrid 


MADRID (AFP) — Real 
Madrid's Dutch coach 
Guus Hiddink was sacked 
after a board meeting of the 
Spanish club in the early 
hours of Wednesday morn- 
ing. club president Lorenzo 
Sanz said. 

"The team team is not 
working" Sanz said. “I 
don’t know if its the fault 
of the coach or the players. 
I think everyone could be 
at fault but at the end of the 
day it is always the coach 
who pays for defeat.’’ 

The Real Madrid bosses 
paradoxically made their 
decision following a 1-0 
victory against racing 
Santander sealed a semi- 
final place in die Spanish 
Cup. 


HOUSTON (R) — 

Youngsters Cuttino Mobley 
and Othella Harrington took 
over for their more famous 
elders down the stretchrcom- 
bining for 20 points in foe 
fourth quarter as the Houston 
Rockets took a 98-86 victory 
over the Seattle Supersonics 
on Tuesday. 

Future hall of fomers 
Scottie Pippeu and Hakeem 
Olajuwon scored 19 points 
apiece but combined for only 
six in the final period, when 
the Rockets pulled away. 

Mobley. a rookie second- 
round pick, scored 13 of his 
season-high 19 points in the 
fourth quarter. Harrington, a 
third-year player who has 
replaced injured superstar 
Charles Barkley in the starts 
ing lineup, added seven of his 
17. 

“I had some tough calls 
against me early but I was 
able to stay focused to help 
us in the second half" said 
Harrington, who made 7-of- 
10 shots and leads the NBA 
in shooting percentage. "It’s 
great to be back on the win- 
ning track and have confi- 
dence again." 

T wanted to break out and 

1 needed one of these 
games," said Mobley, who 
added six rebounds and five 
assists. “I wanted to get in • 
there and hopefully get some 
more Tespect in the league.” 

Pippen and Olajuwon 
grabbed 10 rebounds apiece 
for the Rockets, who 
improved to 4-0 at home. 

Gary Payton had 26 points, 
10 assists and seven steals for 
the Sonics, who have gone 1- 

2 against Western 
Conference powers Utah, 
Los Angeles and Houston 
over the last four days. 

In Vancouver, the Grizzlies 
defeated the weary Los 
Angeles Lakers for die first 
time in franchise history, 93- 
83, because Shareef Abdur- 
Rahim hit his free throws 


down the stretch and 
Shaquille O'Neal did not 

The Grizzlies had been 0- 
12 against Los Angeles, but 
with the Lakers playing for 
the third consecutive night, 
were able to maintain a lead 
throughout the fourth quarter. 

Rahim scored 28 points 
and had 14 rebounds and 
three assists. He had eight 
points in the final period and 
went 6-of-7 from the foul 
line in the final 1:39. 

O’Neal had 26 points but 
missed 3-of-6 free throws in 
the fourth quarter. O'Neal 
grabbed 10 rebounds and 
dished out seven assists for 
the Lakers, who were winless 
in a three-day trek to Seattle. 
Denver and Vancouver. 

In New York, the Knicks 
held the New Jersey Nets to a 
26 per cent shooting rate and 
a stifling 82-74 victory. 

Patrick Ewing had 20 
points, 1 1 rebounds and 
seven blocks for New York, 
which has won seven of eight 
games since losing swing- 
man Latrell Sprewell to a 
fractured heel. 

In Washington, 35-year-old 
Terry Porter scored 10 of his 
16 points during a pivotal 
five-minute stretch of the 
second half and the Miami 
Heat won their sixth straight 
game. 96-80 over the 
Wizards. 

Signed as a free agent just 
before the season, Porter has 
done a good job providing 
offence in the absence of 
injured starter Voshon 
Lenard. Porter is averaging 
10.7 points per game off the 
bench. 

Alonzo Mourning had 29 
points, 12 rebounds and five 
blocks and Tim Hardaway 
added 20 points and eight 
assists for Miami. 

At Detroit, 35-year-old Joe 
Dumars scored eight of his 
16 points in a decisive third- 
quarter run as the Pistons 
shook off the worst offensive 
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Lakers sign Rodma 



VANCOUVER (R) — 
Basketball bad boy and 
seven-time NBA rebound- 
ing champion Dennis 
Rodman became a Los 
Angeles Laker on 
Tuesday night the team 
announced. 

Rodman. 37. was 
expected to practice with 
the team Wednesday and 
make his Lakers debut 
Friday at the forum 
against the cross-town 
Clippers. 

“I welcome him to the 
team,” said Lakers guard 
Kobe Bryant. 

“I think it will create a 
spark. He’ll be fine. He’ll 
fit in. 

It’s going to be nice, I 
think a good experience 
to play with him.” 

The signing of Rodman 
to a one-year contract 
with a player option for 
the 1999-2000 season was 
made official following a 
93-83 loss at Vancouver, 
the Lakers* third defeat in 
three days on the road. 

Los Angeles could have 
used his rebounding and 
defensive presence, as it 
was outrebounded 49-41 
and let Vancouver score 
30 points in the paint. 

Rodman will make 
about $468,000, or about 
$12,000 per game for the 
Lakers’ remaining 39 
games in the lockout- 
shortened regular season. 
Los Angeles had only the 
$1 million 10-year veter- 
an’s minimum available 
to pay him under the 
NBA’s current salary 
structure, and that was 


pro-rated for games 
remaining. 

Rodman had more or 
less confirmed he would 
si*n a day earlier when, in 
a *weepy. rambling press 
conference, he com- 
plained: “No. 1 m not 
happy with the contract. 
It's about minimum wage 
for the league and the 
taxes will be about 
$200,000.” 

The Lakers waited to 
make the announcement 
until after Tuesday’s 
game because of league 
roster rules. 

Rodman made $9 mil- 
lion last season, when he 
helped the Chicago Bulls 
win their third straight 
championship — and his 
fifth title overall. But 
teammates as focused as 
Michael Jordan and 
Scottie Pippen admitted 
he at times tested their 
focus with his . bizarre 
behaviour, sometimes 
flouting team rules. 

During the NBA finals, 
he skipped practice to 
appear on a wrestling pro- 
gramme. 

He represents a huge 
gamble for a Lakers team 
that is a disappointing 6-6 
despite having superstar 
Shaquille O'Neal at cen- 
tre and the brilliant 20- 
year-old Bryant now 
starting. 

A number of teams 
including the Orlando 
Magic and Miami Heat 
had been in the running 
for Rodman's services, 
but for the past couple of 
weeks it had appeared 


that the mysterious pig 
would either play for 
Lakers or nobody. 

At Monday's news con£ 
ference. Rodman 
flanked by his actress 
wife Carmen Electra antfc 
wearing two diamond 1 
rings in his pierced nose 
and one on his upper lip 
— had been asked if he^ 
was being selfish in holdv-' 
ing out against the Laker£~ 
for two weeks. Tears? 
welled in Rodman’s eyes!- 

“You call me selfish^ 
Last year I gave SI miK - 
lion to charity. I give my- 
all on the court, but no, 
matter what I do for this- 
league or the game of bas-- 
ketball I can never win in-7 
situations like this. I am> 
never going to win with 
you people." he said. 

In addition to his'-" 
Chicago “three-peat," . 
Rodman won titles with 
the Detroit Pistons in, 
1989 and 1990. 

He has averaged 1J5 , 
points and 13.2 rebounds 
in his career, which - 
includes a two-year stint 
with the San Antonio 
Spurs. 

Rodman also has been 
suspended six times in the 
last seven years, including 
twice by the league, and 
once kicked a cameraman 
in the groin. 



Chris Gatlhng of the New Jersey Nets (LI tries a hook shot against the outstretched 
arm of Marcus Camby of the New York Knicks (Rl in second quarter of game at 
Madison Square Garden in New York (AFP Photo) 


performance in franchise his- 
tory with a convincing 106- 
80 victory over the Raptors. 

Grant Hill added 14 points, 
a team-leading nine rebounds 
and 10 assists for the Pistons, 
who had lost six of their last 
seven games, including 

Sunday’s 85-64 debacle at 
San Antonio. 

In Chicago, Glenn 

Robinson’s slicing dunk with 
4.3 seconds left snapped a tie 
and lifted the Milwaukee 
Bucks to a 90-88 victory over 
the Bulls. 

Ron Harper’s last-chance 
layup was off the mark as the 
Bulls fell to 2-9 overall and 
0-5 at home. 


Robinson finished with 24 
points and Ray Allen and 
Dell Curry added 16 apiece 
for the Bucks, who beat die 
Bulls for the second time this 
season after losing 11 in a 
row dating to the 1994-95 
season finale. 

Id Dallas, Michael Finlay 
made sure the Mavericks did 
not blow a 1 7-point second- 
half lead, hitting two crucial 
jumpers and a pair of free 
throws in the final 81 sec- 
onds of an 89-85 victory over 
foe Atlanta Hawks. 

Finley scored 16 of his 22 
points in foe second half. 

Moolde Blaylock scored 
22 points for Atlanta but 


missed his last four shots in 
an 84-second span late in the 
game. # 

In Los Angeles, Bimbo 
Coles and John Starks com- 
bined for 18 points in foe 
fourth quarter and each made 
free throws down foe stretch 
as the Golden State Warriors 
kept the Clippers winless 
with a 94-89 victory. 

Starks finished with 18 
points. 10 assists and seven 
rebounds, while Coles scored 
15 points. Golden State has 
won five of its last six games 
after an 0-5 start. Last sea- 
son, foe Warriors did not 
record their fifth win until foe 
21st game. 
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Robert Da Niro - Jan Reno .... in 


Ronin 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 


Demi Moore... in 


G.I.JANE 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 


PLAZA 


ABDOUN 


Comedian Robert De Niro - Jen Reno .... In „ . 

A’del Emmam .. in Ronin www.cns.com.lo/GallBria 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 

AL ZA'EEM 8:30,10:30 EDDIE MURPHY 

CONCORDE * 2 " ^ DOUTTLE 

Alwad Mahrous 

Shows: 12:15. 3:15, 6:30, 9:45 Tba'a Al Wazir Shows: 3:30. 6:30, g:30, 10:30 


AL ZA'EEM 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/Galieria 


SINGLES 


CLOSED 

FOR 
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Shows: 3:00, 6:30. 8:30,10:30 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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International Olympic Committee Vice President Dick Pound holds up a gift that was 
presented to him after speaking at a luncheon for the Canadian Club in Ottawa, 
February 23. Pound said that IOC President Juan Antonio Samaranch should not 
step down from his position despite pressure over the Olympic bribery scandal 
(Reuters photo) 

Two Australians on fraud charges 
after Olympic village raid 


SYDNHY(AFP) — Two 
men appeared in court here 
Wednesday charged in con- 
nection with an alleged AS8 
million ($5 million) tax 
fraud involving Sydney’s 
Olympic village and other 
major construction sites. - 

Company director James 
Soong and accountant 
Edward Pearce were arrest- 
ed following simultaneous 
raids by 30 Australian fed- 
eral police and tax investi- 
gators on the Olympic vil- 
lage and five other projects. 

Bank accounts were 
frozen and assets seized 
including cars and a confer- 
ence centre in South 
Australia, a federal police 
spokesman told AFP. 

“We have a conference 
centre outside Adelaide and 
a number of motor cars 
including a Rolls Royce,” 
he said, adding police were 
seeking global restraining 
orders for property alleged- 
ly owned by Soong in sev- 


eral countries. 

The raids followed a six- 
month investigation of 30 
companies allegedly con- 
trolled by Soong. 

A significant percentage 
of the tax fraud allegedly 
relates to work ' at the"' 
Olympic village. 

Soong and Pearce both 
faced three charges of 
defrauding the 

Commonwealth of 

Australia and Soong was 
also charged with one count 
of organised fraud under the 
proceeds of crimes act- 

Neither made any plea 
when they appeared before 
a Sydney magistrate and 
were released on bail of half 
a million dollars each. 

Federal police spokesman 
Stephen Simpson said offi- 
cers with search warrants 
moved simultaneously on 
the building sites including 
the Olympic village on 
Tuesday. 

“But we were not required 


to use the search warrants at 
the Olympic village where 
we entered at the invitation 
of the personnel present,” 
he said. 

.The construction workers’ 
.union released a statement 
claiming abuse of the taxa- 
tion system is rife in the 
construction industry and 
allegations relating to the 
Olympic site contractor are 
the tip of the iceberg. 

Abuse included workers 
wrongly classified as sub- 
contractors therefore paying 
much lower tax rates than 
pay-as-you-eam workers, 
and employers making cash 
payments for overtime or 
other allowances, union 
secretary John Sutton said. 

“There is massive abuse 
of the tax system in the con- 
struction industry,” Sutton 
said. “The tax office’s inter- 
est in this industry is long 
overdue.” 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Forest offer trial to Argentine defender 

LONDON (AFP) — English premiership straggler Nottingham Forest are giving a trial 
to Argentinian right back Hector Louis Gordano, they announced Wednesday. The 23- 
year-old plays for rosario central, the former club of derby county star Horacio Carbonari, 
and is also a target for Spanish side Espanyol. 

Hill may quit Formula One — Jordan 

LONDON (.AFP) — Damon Hill could quit Formula One at the end of the season if he 
does not have a successful year with Jordan, his team boss Eddie Jordan said Wednesday. 
"How long Damon can go on? I don’t know. If be does a good job for us. we’ll want him 
to stay. If he doesn’L he’ll want to stop himself.” said Jordan, who has teamed hill with 
Heinz-Harald Frentzen for the new campaign, which begins in Australia next month. 
Jordan added: “He’ll be strong enough to make that decision. If things are getting too 
tough and on top of him he would be the first to come to us and say ‘I’ll go at the end of 
the 'year’." Hill, 38. made history when he racked up Jordan’s first and only Grand Prix 
win in Belgium last year, leading home his then teammate ralf Schumacher. It was his 
22nd Formula One race win. He won all his other 21 — and the world drivers’ champi- 
onship — with Williams. 

Middlesbrough keep Branca’s career on hold 

^LONDON (AFP) — Middlesbrough are still refusing to allow their Italian striker Marco 
) Branca to resume his career — despite another positive fitness report, it was reported 
Wednesdav. Branca returned to the club this week claiming he was fit to resume playing 
after jusr 2*0 minutes of action in the last nine months. His career had been put on hold in 
October when Middlesbrough’s orthopaedic consultant ruled a severe knee problem 
would no longer stand up to the rigours of professional football. Bianca, 34, has had a 
blowing report from a consultant in the United States, who claims the player is strong 
enouaMo resume playing. But Boro refuse to sanction his return until he has visited a 
consultant in Cambridge — which they insist was the course previously agreed with the 
| plover and the professional footballers’ association. Club spokesman Dave Allen said: 
“We've had a medical opinion which says Marco’s knee is unstable, and the opinion of 
our consultant is that it w on’t stand up to the stresses of football. “We advised Marco of 
this in October and invited him to get a second opinion. In view of what's at stake we feel 
he should follow the course of action everyone previously agreed, and that is to go and 
see Dr. Dandv in Cambridge. “We look forward to receiving his opinion on Marco’s 
knee. - .Allen told Clubcall. 


Around 

alone 

yacht 

race set 

for jury 

room 

battle 


AUCKLAND (AFP) — 
After surviving the brutal 
southern ocean and a dra- 
matic rescue of French 
yachting star Isabelle 
Autissier the fate of the 
around alone yacht race is 
set to be determined in a 
jury room in LTraguay, race 
organisers said Tuesday. 

There is also a growing 
sea of acrimony over 
Autissier’s continued pres- 
ence on board the yacht of 
her rescuer. Italian 
Giovanni Soldini. As 
Soldini now closes in on 
French rival Marc 
Thiercelin there is debate 
about whether Autissier is 
makin g a difference. 

Both men have rounded 
cape horn. 

Class one in the third leg 
of the race, from Auckland 
to Punta Del Este in 
Uruguay, has been reduced 
to two boats, Soldini and 
Thiercelin. Last week over- 
all leader Autissier hit dis- 
aster when her yacht cap- 
sized. 

Thiercelin said he could 
not turn back to her 
because of gear-failure on 
his yacht while Soldini 
managed to reach her and 
rescued her. 

In an e-mail from race 
headquarters in South Car- 
olina Organisers again con- 
gratulated Soldini “on his 
seamanship and courage in 
effecting .a quick and safe 
rescue of Isabelle Autissier. 

"The committee feels that 
the decision on whether to 
proceed to Punta Del Este 
or transfer Isabelle to 
another vessel or land, if or 
when it is prudent to do so, 
must be Giovanni’s in con- 
sultation with Isabelle,” 
they said in the statement. 

“It is clearly understood 
by both Giovanni and 
Isabelle that he must con- 
tinue to sail his boat single- 
handed and without any 
help from her in any aspect 
of routing strategy or boat 
handling.” 

An international jury 
would be convened in 
Punta Del Este to decide 
what compensation Soldini 
should receive for assisting 
Autissier. 

“Members of the race 
committee will consult 
with_ Isabelle and the 
designer of her yacbt as 
soon as a meeting can be 
arranged in an attempt to 
understand how the capsize 
occurred and why the boat 
could not be righted,” the 
statement said. 

The jury’s decision is 
likely to seal the fate of the 
overall race which has only 
one more leg after the cur- 
rent one. 

It is important as 
Thiercelin has lost most of 
the 740-kilometre (400 
nautical miles) lead he 
gained during last week’s 
drama. Soldini was 183 
kilometres (99 miles) 
behind a straggling 
thiercelin. 

The Frenchman Monday 
made a pit stop in Tierra 
Del Fuego to repair his 
damaged gooseneck. 

But when he got back on 
the course he found himself 
in bad winds and head seas 
which prevented him going 
through the strait of Le 
Mai re and instead forced 
him east and outside staten 
island. 

He is now in a windless 
hole while Soldini, who 
rounded Tuesday, is sailing 
in good winds. 
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9th Pan-Arab Games officially 
named ‘Al Hussein Games’ 
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By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

AMMAN — Jordanian officials have 
welcomed the decision by the Council 
of Arab Youth and Sports Ministers to 
name the upcoming 9th Pan-Arab 
Games in Amman after His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

The council announced their decision 
at the conclusion of the two-day annual 
meeting in Algiers, where they also 
agreed to increase financial aid to the 
Kingdom to help it prepare for the 
Aug.-15-31 Games. 

“This is an honour and a sign of 
appreciation to the late King, and 
Jordan. His Majesty had done so much 
for youth and sports. He was a true ath- 
lete,” Jordan Olympic Committee 
(JOC) Vice-President Mouaffaq Al 
Fawwaz told the Jordan Times 
Wednesday. 

“The 9th Games will be called “Al 
Hussein Games' as a token of apprecia- 
tion by Arab ministers of youth and 
sports and the entire Arab youth and 
sports family, for the late King's hon- 
ourable humanitarian and national 
efforts,” the council’s executive com- 
mittee noted. 

Since the Arab Sports Federation 
(ASF) advanced the date of the upcom- 


ing Games to 1 999 instead of 2001 , the 
Council of Arab Youth and Sports 
Minister's increased aid to the 
Kingdom to enable it to prepare infra- 
structure and update sports facilities. 

In the past couple of months. 
Jordanian officials have been exerting 
increased efforts to acquire as much 
support as possible. Aid from the Arab 
League has been raised to $500,000, 
while the Council of Arab Ministers 
will grant $200,000. 

Sponsorship for Jordan’s bid will be 
garnered through lowering the 50 per 
cent ASF margin of profit on promotion 
and television coverage. 

The Jordanian government has ear- 
marked JD18 million for the event 
including the construction of a multi- 
purpose indoor stadium with a capacity 
for 7,000 spectators; an Olympic-size 
swimming pool: a track and field stadi- 
um. in addition to acquiring and 
upgrading facilities with electronic tim- 
ing machines and other needs. 

The rest of the venues would be 
utilised at private universities and edu- 
cational institutions that have already 
expressed readiness to host some of the 
events. 

At the opening of the 24th annual 
meeting, presided by Egypt's minister 


of higher education. Dr. Mufeed 
Shihab, the participants stood a 
minute's silence in mourning for King 
Hussein who died Feb. 7 after a seven 
month struggle with cancer. 

Commemorating King Hussein’s 
contributions and efforts for the Arab 
Nation and mankin d was Daw 
Sweidan, the Arab League's Assistant 
Secretary General who gave the open- 
ing speech on behalf of Arab League 
Secretary General Dr. Israat Abdul 
Mejuid. 

According to Jordanian officials, 25 
facilities, including three sport cities, 
have been finalised to include 27 events 
for men and 19 for women. 

More than 15 countries and over 
3.000 athletes and officials are expect- 
ed to participate in the Games. 

Lebanon which hosted the 8th Pan- 
Arab Games last summer, received $28 
million from Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
to help in the construction of sports 
facilities destroyed during die civil war. 

The Amm an Games will be followed 
by the first Arab Paralympics. 

The Pan-Arab Games have only been 
held eight times: Alexandria in 1953, 
Beirut in 1957, Casablanca 1961. Cairo 
1965, Morocco 19S5, Damascus 1992 
and Beirut 1997. 


Japan’s Sugiyama crashes at first hurdle 


PARIS (AFP) — Japanese 
Non Ai Sugiyama crashed 
at the first hurdle at the 
$520,000 Paris Indoor 
Open here on Wednesday 
when she went down 6-1, 
3-6. 6-1 to Spain’s Virginia 
Ruano-Pascual. 

The usually ice-coOl 23- 
year-old Sugiyama was 
never able to find her 
rhythm and she was lucky 
to escape a warning when 
she threw her racket to the 
ground in frustration after 
surrendering the 30-minute 
first set 

The Japanese player, who 
gave eventual finalist 
Venus Williams a run for 
her money in a tight sec- 
ond-round match in 
Hanover last week, was 
badly let down by her serve 
and made a score of 
unforced errors on the tiny 
annexe No. 1 conn at the 
Coubertin Stadium. 

Although she appeared to 
climb back in the driving 
seat when she went 3-0 
clear in the second set, she 
came under renewed pres- 
sure from the nagging 
baseline accuracy of 
Ruano-Pascual and went to 
pieces again in the third. 

She finally handed the 
90-minute match to her 25- 
year-old opponent when 
she carelessly blasted a 
round-arm overhead over 
the baseline. 

Ruano-Pascual now faces 
last year’s runner-up and 
third-seed Dominique Van 
Roost of Belgium for a 
place in die quarterfinals. 

Earlier, Croatia's Iva 
Majoli made a winning 
start when she defeated 
Elena Tatarkova of the 
Ukraine 7-5, 6-2 in 69 min- 
utes. 

Majoli, the French Open 
champion in 1997 and a 
runner-up here three years 
ago when she was the 
world's fourth-ranked 
player, was clearly relieved 
to have scored her first win 
of 1999. 

After first round defeats 
in Tokyo and Hanover. 
Majoli is currently strug- 
gling to stay in the top 30. 

She now plays Nathalie 
Dechy of France for a place 
in the last eight 



Martina Hingis 


Hingis denies playing Mauresmo 
will be a ‘grudge’ match 


PARIS (AFP) — World No. 
1 Martina Hingis reached a 
possible quarter-final show- 
down with Amelie 
Mauresmo of France at the 
Paris Indoor Open on 
Wednesday and quickly 
denied that there was any 
bad feeling between the 
two. 

Hingis, who scored a 
sharp 6-1, 6-1 victoiy over 
Yugoslav qualifier Sandra 
Nacuk in just 41 minutes to 
reach the last eight, said that 
her remarks about raaures- 
mo’s physical appearance 
and self-confessed homo- 
sexuality before the two met 
in the Australian Open final 
had been taken out of con- 
text 

“It was just a joke but it 
was misunderstoood and 
turned into a big thing.” said 
the Swiss teenager, who was 
reported to have claimed 
before winning the title that 
playing Mauresmo would 
be tike playing “half a man.” 

“She is a very talented 
player and she can do what 
she likes in her private life.” 
said Hingis. 

“Of course on court every- 
one wants to win. And if we 
play here I think it will be a 
veiy interesting match. But 
we have no reason to be 
enemies. Perhaps you want 
us to put on boxing gloves?” 


she grinned. 

In her first match since her 
triumph in Tokyo, Hingis 
looked supremely confident. 
And once she had pocketed 
the first set with the cheeki- 
est of drop shots, she never 
looked back. 

Nacuk, an 18-year-old 
qualifier who is currently 
ranked a modest 123rd, had 
looked impressive when she 
put out home player Sarah 
Pitkowski in the first round. 

But against the world’s top 
player and in from of a 
packed and noisy Coubertin 
stadium crowd, she clearly 
suffered stage fright and 
was unable to adapt to the 
top seed's changes of pace 
and direction. 

“Obviously 1 1 m very 

pleased. I think I played 
really well,” said Hingis, a 


winner here two years ago. 

‘It was a perfect first 
match for me and i definite- 
ly think i am on track to win 
here again.” 

asked what sbe had been 
doing in recent weeks, 
Hingis replied: “I have been 
shooting a publicity film — 
and i got my driving licence. 
Now I can drive on my own. 
It’s great” 

After a moment’s reflec- 
tion she added: “But I don't 
think I would want to try 
driving here — especially 
around the Arc de 
Triomphe.” 

Before reaching a quarter- 
final clash with Hingis on 
Friday, Mauresmo first has 
to beat compatriot Laurence 
Andretto and then 
Slovakia's Karina 

Habsudova. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms. 

Location: DahiatAI Rabia-Amman, 
behind the Embassy of China. 

Please call 5514189 at 4-6 p.m. 
or 5536865 at night 


GUITAR FOR SALE 

Handmade acoustic steel string guitar, 
solid rosewood & spruce, 
beautiful abalone inlays & rosette 
perfect condition. 

Price: JD1, 000 

Call: 465-9929 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH H1RSCH 
eiMOTituaiMSmcubt. 


A SPOT TOO MUCH 


North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

♦ KJ3 
7Q543 
OKS53 

* 102 


WEST 
♦76542 
0876 

-54 

+ K964 


EAST 
♦ 108 
OKJ103 
0J10972 
♦ 75 


SOUTH 

♦ AQ9 

CAB 

?AQ8 

♦ AQJ 83 


The bidding: 
SOUTH WEST 

a* Pm 

2NT Pus 

6NT Pan 


NORTE. 

20 

4NT 

Pan 


EAST 

Pan 

Pan 

Pass 


Opening lead: Seven of ♦ 

We have often written about the 
importance of apoteards. Change 
one card in the West hand with 
either North or South, increasing 
its worth bp one pip, and six no 
trump must fail, which ere the 
j cards involved? 

! Sooth’s first two bids showed a 
l balanced h and of 23-24 p oints. 

I 


North’s jump to four no trump was 
invitational, and South accepted on 
the strength of the good Eve-card 
dub suit A heart lead would inex- 
orably have been the contract’s 
death knell, but we too would have 
led a spade from the West hand. 

An obvious exchange that will 
defeat slam is the nine and ten of 
dubs. Now declarer must lose two 
dub tricks and has no way to come 
to 12 tricks. The other is the eight 
and nine of hearts; Mow the play 
to leant why. 

Declarer won the opening lead in 
dummy with the Jade and led a dub 
to the jack and king. West perse- 
vered with a spade, again taken on 
the table. Declarer cawed the ten of 
dobs, came to hand with the ace of 
spades on which East stuffed the 
jack of hearts, then ran three more 
dub tricks. 

East had no problem with the 
first two discards, parting with a 
card in each red suit. On the last 
dub East could not let annthw dia- 
mond go, bo was forced down to a 
hare king of hearts. When North's 
fourth diamond did not set up, 
declarer led a bean to the ■”*, and 
the nine of hearts was the fulfilling 
trick. But what if declarer hgld the 
eight and West the nine? Little 
[things mean a lot! 
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U.S. court allows deportations 


of alleged PFLP members 


WASHINGTON (K) — Hie 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled on 
Wednesday that the US. gov- 
ernment may deport seven 
Palestinians and a Kenyan 
linked to what the government 
has alleged is a Palestinian “ter- 


rorist group. 

The high court, by an 8-1 
vote, overturned a U.S. appeals 
court ruling that blocked the 
U.S. government from deport- 
ing the eight aliens allegedly 
affiliated with the militant 
Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). 

The decision was a victory 
for the US. justice department, 
which argued that a 1996 
change in the immigration law 
meant that federal "courts no 
longer have jurisdiction over 
the case involving the aliens 
known as the “L.A. [Los 
Angeles] 8.” 

The justice department said 
the law snipped the federal 
courts of the authority to 
review the immigrants' consti- 
tutional claims. 

In a sweeping 2 1 -page ruling 
that upholds the government’s 


broad powers to deport aliens. 
Justice Antonin Scalia agreed 
with that argument 

The 1996 law "deprives the 
federal courts of jurisdiction" 
over the lawsuit by the aliens, 
he said, adding, ‘judicial 
review... of these proceedings is 
unavailable." 

Scalia also sided with the 
government by ruling there 
was no requirement to permit 
immediate review of the claims 
by the aliens that they were 
unfairly singled out for 
enforcement because of their 
political views. 

“As a general matter — and 
assuredly in die context of 
claims such as those put for- 
ward in the present case — an 
alien unlawfully in this country 
has no constitutional right to 
assert selective enforcement as 


a defence against his deporta- 
tion.” Scalia wrote. 


The Immigration and 
Naturalisation Service (INS), 
an agency which is part of the 
justice department, has sought 
to deport the eight since 1987, 
alleging that the PFLP is “an 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel nixes IsraeHraq solidarity group 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel's interior ministry has refused id 
authorise the creation of an association to promote "solidarity 
between the Israeli and Iraqi people." officials said Wednesday. 
‘The law prohibits any contact between Israelis and nationals of 
countries in a state of conflict with Israel and this is the case with 
Iraq, which is our enemy." said Amiram Bogat, the minisay offi- 
cial responsible for registering non-profit associations. Sami 
Michael, an Iraqi-born Israeli writer who was behind the project, 
protested the ministry's decision and insisted his group had no 
intention of contacting “Iraqi government representatives." “Our 
association wants to encourage relations between the two peo- 
ples. who are not at war with one another and who are obliged to 
find a way to live in peace in the region." Michael said on Israel 
Radio. “Our aim is to develop ties with die Iraqi people who are 
themselves victims both of Saddam Hussein's bloody regime 
and of the sanctions imposed on the country by the international 
community,'’ he said. 


Egypt’s population is 62,687,839 


CAIRO (AP) — The government announced Wednesday that 
Egypt's population has reached 62,687,839. Announcing the 
results of a census carried out in January 1998. Egypt's Mxkfle 
East News Agency (MENA) said the population is increasing 
by 3,444 persons every day or by about 25 people every second 
MENA quoted Ayah Alawi. tbe head of the Central Organisation 
for Statistics and Mobilisation, as saying that the latest census 
showed a significant increase of the population. It did not elabo- 
rate. 


Bride burned for rejecting advances 


CAIRO (AP) — Police on Wednesday arrested a 60-year-old 
man after he allegedly doused his newlywed daughter-in-law 
with gasoline and set her on fire for spuming" his sexual 
advances. The woman. IglaJ Ahmad Zaki, 18. was in critical con- 
dition with third-degree bums over 85 per cent of her body, 
police officials said, speaking on condition of anonymity. The 
woman was alone in the house with her father-in-law, Mustafa 
Hamad Masri. while her husband Mohammad, worked in a 
neighbouring province, said the officials. Masri. frustrated by 
Zaki’s rejections, first threatened to kill her When she resisted 
again, he doused her with gasoline and set her ablaze on Tuesday, 
said the officials. 


Man sold HIV-contaminated blood 


CAIRO [ AFP) — At least two women are known to have been 
infected by blood provided by an HIV-positive gay man who 
said his blood to a number of hospitals here, judicial officials said 
on Wednesday. The authorities fear that more people may have 
been infected by the blood provided last year by Said Metwali 
Salem. 33. The first case came to light last December, when doc- 
tore realised that a 60-year-old woman who had been on kidney 
machine had contracted the HIV virus, which can lead to AIDS. 
Health ministry officials traced the blood used in the transfusion 
to Salem, who was arrested Dec. 6 but released when he said he 
did not know he was HIV-positive, a second woman aged 62 
was found last week to have been contaminated by Salem's 
blood in another private hospital in Cairo. 


Israeli planes raid southern Lebanon 


S1DON ( AFP) — Israeli warplanes staged a raid on Wednesday 
against a target in the Israeli-occupied "security zone” in south- 
ern Lebanon, security sources stud. An Israeli fighter-bomber 
fired two missiles at around 120 pjn. ( 1 220 GMT) at an unspec- 
ified target between the villages of Markaba and Bani Hayyane, 
the sources said There were no immediate reports of casualties. 
Hizbollah guerrillas were exchanging artillery fire in the area 
Wednesday with Israeli gunners and those of the Israeli-allied 
militia the South Lebanon Army (SLA), Lebanese police said 


Kuwaiti boy jailed for shooting teacher 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Kuwait's highest court has upheld a 
40-month jail term handed down to a 15-vear-old Kuwaiti stu- 
dent tor shooting his Egyptian science teacher after a quarrel, a 
newspaper said Wednesday. The court concluded that the boy, 
identified as A. Dafiri, “was determined to kill his tercher but 
could not because he had no more bullets,” the Arab Times said 
Data. son of a senior police officer, took his father's pistol and 
shot Egyptian Motaz Ibrahim twice at close range in the science 
laboratories, seriously injuring hint 


Erbakan stands for Turkish elections 


ANKARA (AP) — Former Premier Necmettin Erbakan, chal- 
lenging government restrictions on his political activity, said 
Wednesday he will run for parliament in national elections April 
18. Erbakan said he planned to run as an independent in the cen- 
tral Anatolian city of Konya, a stronghold of the Islamist move- 
ment where his chances of winning the seat would be good It 
was unclear whether the national electoral board would accept 
the 72-year-old politician’s bid In January 1998. he was barred 
from being a member of a political party for five years, but there 
was debate on whether he can run as an independent. 


international terrorist'' organi- 
sation. 

The federal government says 
the eight have violated a series 
of laws, including failing to 
maintain student status, work- 
ing without authorisation and 
overstaying a visit 

The eight main tain that they 
have not violated any laws, and 
are being targeted for depottar 
tion solely because of their 
political beliefs, in violation of 
their constitutional free-speedi 
rights under the first amend- 
ment. 

A federal judge in Los 
Angles ruled against i he gov- 
ernment, concluding that tbe 
PFLP, a radical offshoot of the 
Palestine Liberation 

Organisation. had been 
engaged in a wide range of 
lawful activities. The judge 
blocked tbe deportations. 

The San Francisco-based 
appeals court upheld the deci- 
sion. It ruled that the mere act 
of raising money for a group 
such as tiie PFLP does not jus- 
tify deportation unless the 
fund-raisers specifically intend- 


ed to support “tenorism” 

The supreme court reversed 
the appeals court’s decision. In 


a separate concurring opinion, 
Justice John Paul Stevens said 


the intended disposition by 
Congress under the 1996 law 
of cases like this one “is plain. 
It must be dismissed.” 

In dissent. Justice David 
Souter said it was “highly 
improbable that Congress actu- 
ally intended to raise a perma- 
nent barrier to judicial review 
for aliens” whose proceedings 
were pending when the 1996 
law rook effect 
The eight immigrants are 
Aiad Barakax. Naira Sharif, 
Khader Hamide, Michel 
Shehadeh, Bashar Amer and 
brothers Ayman and Arajad 
Obeid — all Jordanian nation- 
als — and Hamide’s wife, Julie 
Mungai from Kenya. 

They were arrested by the 
FBI and immigration agents in 
1987 in Los Angeles even 
though a lengthy FBI investi- 
gation failed to turn up any evi- 
dence of plans to commit crim- 
inal or “terrorist” acts. 



‘SECURITY’ IN SOUTH LEBANON: Relatives of Afifa Hamdan pray Wednesday over her corpse m front ^of the 
barbed wire which was erected one week ago by the Israelis to incorporate the village of Amoun mtouic uraen- 
occupied area of southern Lebanon, Hamdan's relatives were forced to carry her body around a ^Wometre 
detour just to reach the village cemetery, which lies a mere 12 kilometres from their bouse, outside to Israeli 
zone (AFP photo) 


New Iran intelligence chief approved by parliament 


TEHRAN (AFPj — The 
Iranian parliament on 
Wednesday overwhelming- 
ly approved the appoint- 
ment of Ali Yunesi, a 43- 
year-old conservative cleric, 
to head the scandal-tainted 
intelligence minisoy. 

A total of 197 members of 
the conservative-dominated 
parliament, the majlis. 
voted in favour of Yunesi 
following two bouts of 
debate while nine opposed 
his nomination and 18 
abstained. 

Yunesi was named by 
President Mohammad 
Khatami to take over as 
head of the powerful min- 
istry following the resigna- 
tion of the former Minister. 


Qorbanali Dorri- 

Najafabadi. 

Najafabadi stepped down 
on Feb. 9 following revela- 
tions that “rogue” intelli- 
gence agents had been 
involved in the high-profile 
murders of several Iranian 
dissidents and writers last 


year. 

The vote in favour of 
Yunesi followed a speech by 
Khatami in which he said 
that changes ar the intelli- 
gence ministry had become 
“indispensable” following 
the wave of assassinations. 

“We are determined to 
eradicate the malignant can- 
cer which was behind the 
murders,” Khatami said, 
noting that the brutal slay- 


ings had “shocked” both the 
government and the popula- 
tion. 

“We want an intelligence 
agency and not a repressive 
police apparatus.” Iran's 
reformist president said, 
adding that the new minister 
should display “greater 
intelligence.” 

“We need strong arms but 
smart heads,” he said. 

The intelligence ministry 
revealed in January that sev- 
eral agents of its agents had 
been arrested in connection 
with the murders of the 
leader of a nationalist oppo- 
sition group and his wife 
and three writers campaign- 
ing for greater freedom of 
expression in the Islamic 


Republic. 

Conservatives in the 
regime have insisted the 
killings were the work of 
foreign agitators while 
reformi sts have accused 
Islamists — backed by con- 
servatives — of being 
behind the murders. 

Yunesi. in a brief speech, 
said his goal as head of the 
ministry would be to 
“reestablish authority.” 

“Authority, of course, but 
also popularity.” he added. 

Yunesi headed a special 
committee of inquiry into 
the dissidents' murders and 
has wide experience in 
intelligence affairs having 
helped establish the intelli- 
gence ministry in the early 


1980s after the Islamic rev- 
olution. 

The holder of master’s 
degrees in both education 
and political science, Yunesi 
has also served as a public 
prosecutor in Tehran and as 
head of the judicial division 
of the armed forces. 

He joined Palestinian and 
Lebanese guerrilla groups 
after being forced to leave 
the country in 1975 due to 
his anti-Shah activities, 
according to a biography 
published by the IRNA 
news agency. 

On his return, he was 
arrested and “severely tor- 
tured" in 1978 by SAVAK, 
the Shah's secret police, 
IRNA said. 


Losses in Lebanon spark calls 


in Israel for talks with Syria 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The loss 
of three army officers in a 
clash with Islamist guerrillas 
in Lebanon sparked wide- 
spread calls in Israel 
Wednesday for a resumption 
of peace talks with Syria. 

“A solution to the Lebanon 
crisis can only come from 
Syria, which is the power 
behind Hizbollah,’’ Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens said, 
refenring to the Shiite Muslim 
militia which is battling 
Israel's occupation of south 
Lebanon. 

The mass circulation news- 
paper Maariv, in a front-page 
appeal by editor-in-chief 
Yaocov Erez, called on Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu to “adopt a practi- 
cal unexpected and bold 
course and begin negotiations 
with the Syrians.” 

“Only in negotiations with 
Syria is there hope for some 
kind of solution in Lebanon. It 
is a course of action which has 
never been exhausted,” he 
wrote, urging the government 
to approach Damascus even 
while campaigning for general 
elections in May. 

Netanyahu convened a 
meeting of his top security 
advisors to discuss responses 
to the battle Tuesday in which 
three officers of an elite para- 
troops unit were killed and 
five wounded by Hizbollah 
guerrillas. 

It was tbe first deadly 
encounter for Israel in 
Lebanon this year and the 
heaviest losses suffered by the 


army there since September 
1997. 

Israeli opposition politicians 
and a group of parents of 
Israeli soldiers responded as 
they have following earlier 
setbacks — calling for Israel 
to simply withdraw from the 
buffer zone it has occupied in 
south Lebanon for more than 
20 years. 

Labour Party Deputy Yossi 
Beilin wrote Arens Tuesday 
saying that top Israeli security, 
intelligence and array officials 
backed his proposals for a uni- 
lateral withdrawal from the 


zone. 

But Arens, a hawk, who was 
appointed only last month but 
served twice as defence minis- 
ter in die 1980s and early 
1990s. rejected foe call. 

“A unilateral withdrawal 
would be a very dangerous 
gamble for the security of 
communities in northern 
Israel,” he said, taking up the 
traditional Israeli argument 
that the buffer zone is needed 
to prevent cross-border attacks 
by Hizbollah and other hostile 
groups. 

Last year Netanyahu’s gov- 
ernment offered to withdraw 
from Lebanon in exchange for 
guarantees from the Beirut 
government that it would 
ensure the security of the bor- 
der. 

No mention was made of 
Syria, which has more than 
30.000 troops in Lebanon and 
is the main political power in 
the country. 

Lebanon and Syria rejected 


the offer. They insist Israel 
either withdraw without con- 
ditions or conclude a regional 
peace agreement which would 
also include an Israeli pullout 
from the Golan Heights, 
which were occupied in 1967. 

Opposition to any withdraw- 
al from the Golan among 
Israeli hard-liners led by 
Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon 
was behind last year's condi- 
tional Lebanon withdrawal 
offer by Netanyahu. 

But with elections looming 
and Netanyahu struggling in 
opinion pofls, the right-wing 
prime minister has begun 
highlighting the need to 
resume negotiations with 
Syria which were broken off 
three years ago under Israel’s 
former Labour government. 

“I have reason to believe that 
after the elections we will find 
a way to begin the political 
discussions with Syria that 
will effect the Lebanese bor- 
der” Netanyahu said Tuesday 
after visiting soldiers wounded 
in the fight with Hizbollah. 

But he said Syria would first 
have to drop its demand that 
the talks resume where they 
left off in 1996 — with an 
Israeli agreement in principle 
to trade the Golan for peace. 

“The Syrians are putting for- 
ward demands thai force Israel 
to give up all its strategic 
assets and this is impossible,” 
Netanyahu said. 

“I hope the Syrians will 
change their position and enter 
fruitfijj negotiations without 
preconditions,” he said 


CIA predicts serious 
Y2K problems 
around the world 


WASHINGTON ( AP) — The 
Year 2000 computer problem 
could cause serious disruptions 
abroad including breakdowns 
in nudear reactors and strategic 
missile systems, midwinter 
power outages and disruptions 
in world trade and oil ship- 
ments. a CIA official warned 
^fednesday. 

Air Force General John 
Gordon, deputy director of the 
CIA, emphasised at a Senate 
Armed Services Committee 
hearing that gaps in information 
make it hard to assess the scope 
of the damage in other coun- 
tries. although it is evident that 
most particularly Russia, are far 
behind the U.S. in preparing for 
the crisis. 

Concern is spreading that 
vital computers will "suffer 
breakdowns and other prob- 
lems If they are not equipped to 
handle tbe change from 1999 to 
2000. Gordon said Russia has 
exhibited a low level of aware- 
ness for the “Y2K" problems 
that could occur if computers 
misread the year 2000 as 1900, 
causing them to shut down or 
produce erroneous information. 

Midwinter power outages, he 
said, could have “major human- 
itarian consequences” in coun- 
tries such as Russia and 
Ukraine. 

Gordon stressed: “We cur- 
rently do not see a danger of 
unauthorised or inadvertent 
launch of ballistic missiles from 
any country due to Y2K prob- 


lems” 

Bui he said there could be 
serious local problems with 
missiles if temperature or 
humidity monitors mahunction, 
and that problems in eariy- 
waming systems could lead to 
incorrect information. The 
developing world faces the 
greatest threats of disruptions, 
Gordon said. China will proba- 
bly experience failures in key 
sectors such as telecommunica- 
tions. electric power and bank- 
ing. 

The U.S. is regarded as the 
world leader in fixing the Y2K 
problem, but the draft of a report 
being prepared by two senators 
who hive been studying tbe 
issue. Senators Robert Bennett 
of Utah and Christopher Dodd 
of Connecticut, said the conse- 
quences within this country 
should not be underestimated 

During the year, they said in a 
letter to other Senators, “we wfl] 
be confronted with one of the 
most serious and potentially 
devastating events this nation 
has ever encountered” Their 
report also pointed to other 
countries as very vulnerable, as 
well as many private US. 
industries such as health care, 
fcxxl processing and shipping. 

This problem will affect U.S. 
all individually and collectively 
in very profound ways, fiom die 
availability of electrical power 
to the quality of our health 
care” they said 


Ancient Jericho trumpets in its first winter festival 


JERICHO ( AFP) — With a camel and 
giant oranges and bananas leading the 
way, Jericho residents paraded through 
the streets of the “world’s oldest town” 
Wednesday to launch the Oasis’ first cul- 
ture festival. 

In a carnival atmosphere and under a 
mild desert sun, 250 schoolchildren and 
teens, many dressed as downs and others 
teetering on high stilts, trailed the decorat- 
ed camel through town to the local stadi- 
um. 

Uniformed scouts oral a group of six- 
and seven-year-olds snuggled to do coor- 
dinated callisthenics while still keeping up 
with the parade while otters earned the 
giant oranges and bananas which are the 
symbol of the undent oasis noth of the 


EteadSea. 

Welcome to the Jericho Winter Festival, 
an ambitious attempt by the Palestinian 
National Authority^ to transform the 
andern but sleepy farming town into a 
cultural centre and major tourist attraction. 

‘This shows that Palestinian people are 
still alive and kicking.” beamed Saeb 
Erakar, a local resident and the 
Palestinians' chief negotiator with Israel, 
referring wryly to the long-standing dead- 
lock in the peace process . 

Taking a good-natured jab at the 50- 
y ear-old state of Israel and its current gov- 
ernment’s hardline opposition id 
Palestinian independence, Erakat added: 
“Jericho is 10,000 years old the world’s 
oldest town, and we know that towns are 


older than states." 

“This is Palestinian culture,’' he added 
pointing to the colourfully costumed chil- 
dren oral a passing group of scouts. “We 
hope this will be a first step towards hav- 
ing an international festival here.” 

Jericho, once known primarily for its 
tumbling walls, due to Joshua's trumpet 
or seven earthquakes which have levelled 
the town over the centuries depending on 
one’s point of view, already made the 
tourist map last year with the opening of a 
major casino, appropriately named the 
Oasis. 

Thousands of Israelis, fleeing a bon on 
gambling at home, have packed the casi- 
no’s gaming tables since it opened in 
September. 


Now residents hope to draw a different 
brarU of visitor to the mild winter weath- 
er,.™ the Jordan Valley with the Jericho 
Winter Festival, which is scheduled to run 
for two long weekends. Wednesday 
through Sunday and then March 3-7. ' 
The festival win feature music and 
dance performances alongside a host of 
other cultural activities aimed primarily ar 
cfaWren such as stay-telling and creative 
writing. 

■Hie highlight of the festival will be a 

Ham Shaker, one c | [he most ponnJar 
sirps m the Palestinian temtorieT^ 
Tens of thousands of Palestinians are 


Russia 
prepared 
to supply 
Syria with 
latest 
MiG-29 


envoy 


Palestinian 


Czech. Polish 
leaders ratify 
IIATO membership 


BEIRUT (Ri — Russia is 
prepared to supply Syria * 
with the upgraded ver- 9 
sion of its MiG-29 fighter 
aircraft, a Russian diplo- 
mat in Lebanon said. 

“We are enthusiastic 
about cooperating mili- 
tarily with Syria as part 
of a long relationship that 
encompasses culture and 
economy,” said Boris 
Soldatov, the Russian 
military attach^ in Beirut. 

He was speaking at a 
party on Tuesday at the j 

Russian embassy" to mark ■ 

Day of Defenders of the 
Fatherland, formally 
known as Red Army Day. j 
“The MiG-29 surpasses 
U.S. and Western aircraft 
in some aspects. We are A 
ready to sell it to Syria or 
to any Arab country 
allied to Russia." 
Soldatov said. 

Soldatov appeared to be 
referring to the MiG-29 
SMT version of tbe fight- 
er plane. Russia rolled 
out the first of the latest 
upgraded version of the 
piane last December. 

A Russian military 
spokesman said at the 
time the MiG-29 SMT 
had an increased range 
and a bigger weapons 
payload, and could oper- 
ate not just as a fighter , 
but as an interceptor, w 
ground attack or recon- 
naissance aircraft and an 
aerial command post. 

Syria has never 
resolved an existing $12 
billion debt for weapons 
supplied by the former 
Soviet Union. Diplomats 
In Syria say there are 
deep differences inside 
the Russian government 
over whether to press for 
settlement. 

But senior Russian and 
Syrian officials have vis- 
ited each other recently 
to discuss a new arms 
deal the Kremlin said was 
worth $2 billion. Syrian^ 
Foreign Minister Faroufc” 

A! Sharaa met Russia's 
top army brass last week 
in what was described as 
follow-up arms talks. 

The new deal includes 
anti-tank systems, which 
sparked protests from the 
U-S., Israel’s backer. 
Washington threatened to 
cancel aid to Russia if a 
sale of anti-tank weapons 
goes ahead. 

Most of Syria’s 
weapons are Russian- 
supplied from before the ^ 
collapse of the Soviet™ 
Union in 1991. 
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